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THE 


Main QUESTION 


OF THE 


GOSPEL CATECHISM. 
Marr. xxii. 42. What think ye of Chri TE ? 


* Friends if ye have any Regard. to the _ 
IT Voice of the Son of God, ſpeaking to ou lf 
g | in this Text, then, to be ſure, the Appli- IM 
4 5 cation of it is begun, before ever we comm 
to the Explication of it. nd indeed, if the Lord 
himſelf would open and apply it to you, you would 
ſee more in it than we can tell you. Perhaps many 4 
here, when the Miniſter reads his Text, turn up their 
Bibles, and a Mark upon the Place of Seripture: ; 
Very well, to then they think there is the Miniſter's 
Text, and' ſo no more of i it, as if it were only the Mini- 
ſter's Concern, or at moſt, that it is only the Mini- 
ſter's Buſineſs to ſpeak to his Text, and their Buſineſs 
to hear what he ſays. But, my Friends, you wou'd 
know, that you have here more than a Text, and it is 
my Buſineſs at the Time, not only to read you a Text, 
but to ask you a Queſtion ; and I cannot reſume my 
Text without propoſing it, What think ye of Chriſt? 
And it is your Buſineſs, not only to hear ſerioufly what 
is faid, but 'to anſwer ſolemnly before God what is 
asked, namely, What think.ye of Chriſt ? If you take it 
up imply as my Text, you will think yourſelves little 
concerned with it; but if you apprehend it as Chrilt's 
Queſtion to you, then your Concern, is great: It is 
not my 9 only, but as Chriſt propoſed it to the 
A l | 


Ifael, when they had the Manna fo plentifully rained | 


of it: But Wo will be to you, who hear much of 


View, you know Chriſt hath ordered you to ſearch 


concerning C 


in God's Sight: According as you think highly 
and duly of 8 


bo him concerning the Law, Ey which they thought 


4 | | 
Phariſees here ; ſo your Hearing it repeated to you in 
Chriſt's Name, .and from his Word, makes it his Que- 
ftion to you, Mat think ye of Chriſt ? At ſuch So- 
lemnities as this, you have Occaſion to hear much of 
Chriſt; but now the Queſtion is, What think ye of 
Chriſt, of whom you hear ſo much ? Many, the more 
they hear of Chrift, the leſs they think of him; like 


down about their Tent-doors, they thought very little 


Chriſt, and yet think little or nothing of him. If any 
Man love not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſays the. Apoſtle, 
if he hath no Eſteem of him, let him be Anathema 
Maran-atha. If you have the Sacramental Supper in 


and try before hand, ſaying, Let a Man examine him- 
Self, and fo let him eat: And now, if you would ex- 
amine to Purpoſe, I cannot ſee a more ſhort and ſub- 
ſtantial Queſtion in all the Bible, to try yourſelves by, 
than this is, I has think ye of Chriſt ? « Solomon ſays, 
Prov. xxiii. 7. As a Man thinketh in his Heart, jo is 
be; where he declares the Man's State to be according 
as the Thoughts of his Heart go. Now, ſo it is here; 
truly 2 as you think in your Heart, eſpecially | 

riſt, ſo are you, and ſo is your State 


hriſt or not, ſo are you either a gracious 
or à graceleſs Man, either a Believer or Unbeliever, 
either a Man fit to go to a Communion- table or not; 
and therefore enquire into it, What think ye of Chriſt? 
The Trial here comes to a narrow Point, wherein 


God only can be the Witneſs, who will be the Judge. 


You may deceive Men with your Words and Works, 
which is all we have to know you by: But here you 


are called to try yourſelves by your Thoughts, before 
that God that ſearches the Heart, and ſecs the Thought, 
What think ye of Chriſt ? 2 

The Occaſion of Chriſt's propounding this Queſtion, 
was this. The Phariſees had propoſed ſeveral Queſtions 


2 


— 


ö 22 2 
in xo have expoſed him, while they did but expoſe them- 
e- ſſelves; particularly from Verſe 15. and downward, 
o- thinking to mtangle him, they ſent forth their Diſ- 
iples with the Herodians, ſaying, Maſter, what think- 
of g thou? Is it Iawful to give Tribute to Cæſar or 
wt ? what is lawful ? or, what ſays the Law concern- 
ing this? Chriſt anſwers the Queſtion to their A- 
oniſhment. and Confuſion. Again, from Verſe 23. 
tle nd downward, the Saducees, who denied the Reſur- 
of ion, come to him with a Queſtion on that Head 3 
and they ſtart a Difficulty out of the Law of Moſes, 
which they thought was irreconcilable with the Doc- 
ine of the Reſurrection: But Chriſt anſwers that 
alſo, and puts them to Silence. Again afterwards, 
rom Verſe 34. and downward, the Phariſees finding 
im- {that the Sadducees were ſilenced by him, they gather 
ogether their Forces to puzzle and tempt him; and 
ne of them, that was a Lawier, comes with another 
Queſtion to him, ſaying, Maſter, what 1s the great 
Commandment in the Law ? Now, they having asked 
o many Queſtions at him, and he having anſwered 
ing {them all, it was Time for him to ask them a Queſtiorf ; 
re; and he does it while they are gathered together in Con- 
illy - federacy againſt him; tho' their Forces were unite, and 
tate every one preſent to help another, yet he puzzles them 3 
hly for God delights to baffle his Adverſaries, and conquer 
ous his Enemies, when they think themſelves ſtrongeſt, 
ver, and have all the Advantages they can defire. Now., 
ot; Chriſt asked them a Queſtion, which they could eafily 
iſt? * pnſwer: It was a Queſtion in their own Catechiſm. 
rein hat think ye of Chriſt? And whoſe Son is he? 
ige. They anſwer truly according to Scripture, That he 
ks, was the Son of David. This they were taught, from 
you P/al. Ixxxix. 35, 36. and ſeveral other Places, ſhew- 
ng, That the Mas was to be the Seed of David, the 
Rod out of the Stem-of Foſſe. But now Chriſt ſtarts a 
Difficulty upon their Anſwer, which they could not 
afily anſwer ; nay, which filenced them, and all that 
ought Occaſion againſt him, Ver. 43, 4. 4. If Chriſt 
e David's Son, how then is he Dawid's Lord? —_ 


* 


By 28S, ec 


did not hereby intend to inſnare them as they did him tic 


but to inſtruct them in a neceſſary Truth which they 


were to believe, namely, that the expected Mzfias igur 


God a well as Man, David's Lord as well as David mal 


Son, and ſo both the Root and Offspring of Dawidſou 


Rev. xxii. 16. Now, herein they were puzzled, ands-: 
put to Silence. Many are 2 of their Knowledge, be ſſot 
cauſe they can anſwer ſome 8 of their Cate hi 
chiſm, as the Phari/ees here did in general; but yeppf 
they have Reaſon to be aſhamed of their Ignorance: Fo i 
when the Queſtion is opened up, they cannot confirm} | 
the Truth which they affirm, nor reconcile one Truthpo! 
with another, no more than the Phariſee; here could MW 
by which it was evident, that tho' they anſwered, yen 
they did not underſtand his Queſtion, which he prothi 
poſed, (1.) More generally, What think ye of Chrifwh 
the Matias? (2.) More particularly, Whoſe Son fan- 
he? It is the Queſtion, as propoſed in general, that yo 
confine my ſelf unto, yet not excluding the othethe 
Branch of it, as the Subject may bring it in. Whehane 
Chriſt propoſed this Queſtion to the Phariſees, Whame 
think ye of Chriff? No doubt they reckoned theſſor 


Thoughts of the M.ſiat were very ſound and righwh 


every Way, while they thought he was the Son of DOp 
wid; but, like the damnably deluded Arian Doctors qwh 
our Day, they did not think ſo highly of him, as tho 
apprehend him to be the Son of God; they did nqhai 
think ſo honourably of him, as to own his being tIPrc 
ſupreme God, equal with the Father; for all the / 
Knowledge, there was more in that Queſtion than theha 
underſtood, What think ye of Chriſt ? X h 
The Phariſees had asked Chriſt ſeveral Queſtiopal 
concerning the Law, and the great orgy 5 of the LawCh 
and now it was fit that Chriſt ſhould ask them a Quſici 
ſtion concerning the great Promiſe of the Goſpel : 'ThqQu 
were ſo taken up with the Law, they had no ThougÞþoc 
of the Goſpel ; they thought ſo much of Moſes, that thſola 
had no Thought of Chriſt; therefore ſays he, Whper; 
think ye of Chriſt ? Many are ſo full of the Law, thy / 
they forget him, who is the End of the Law for Rig 


* 
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him, tion to check the Pride of Legaliſts, What think ye 
they Chrit? There is a Depth in every Place of Scrip- 
7as iure, which though it ſeems to be very plain to the car- 


zvid pal Eye, yet the ſpiritual Depth thereof cannot be 


Javidfſounded without the Help of the Spirit of God: There 
, ands alſo a great Depth in this Queſtion ; Angels cannot 
e, beſſound the Depth thereof, they pry into it, and caunot 
Catethink enough of Chriſt ; they can never think too much 
t yepf him: And what ſhall Men fay in anſwer to it, What 
: Fo ink ye of Chriſt ? | 

nfirmm T'o divide this Text too critically, would, I ſup- 
Trutlpoſe, be the Way to confuſe it; but I think every 


could [Word of it hath an Emphaſis therein. 1. There is an 


d, yehmphaſis in the interrogative Particle Mat, What 
ie prothink ye of Chriſt? what Place do you give him? 
'Chri what Value do you put upon him? what Grandeur 
Son and Glory do you aſcribe to him? what Eſteem have 
that you of him? And fo, 2. There is an Emphaſis in 
\ othethe Verb hint: Some think not of him at all, God 
Wheknd Chriſt is not in all their Thoughts; ſome think 
 Whameanly, ſome think baſely, ſome think diſhonourably, 
1 theſſome think hardly of him: But what think ye? 
1 righwhat is your Judgment of Chriſt ? what is your 
of DaOpinion of him? what is your Sentiment of him? 
ors q what is your Apprehenſion of him? how ftand 
„as thou affected towards him? and what Confidetation 
did ndhave you of him? 3. There is an Emphaſis in the 
ing tif ronoun ze: What think ye of Chriſt? ye Pha- 
11 the ee and Sadducees, what think ye of Chriſt ? ye 
an thethat are ſo buſy in ſtarting Queſtions about the Law, 
hat think ye of Chriſt the End of the Law ? ye Le- 
ueſtiopaliſts and ſelf-righteous Perſons, what think ye of 
ae Lawſ-hriſt ? Yea, tho' it was put to the Phariſees in par- 


1a Quſicular, yet it concerns all in general. The trying- | 


|: ThqQueition that is propoſed for the Conviction of Hy- 
Thougpocrites, and to find them out, is uſeful for the Con- 
that thſolation and Confirmation of Believers, and for diſco- 


eouſneſs to every One that believeth. Here is a Que | 
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eb in the Object or Matter of the Queſtio 


is a remarkable Saying that Chriſt. hath to that ſame 


loved, ſaying, M hat ( thy Belvved more than another n 
The Spouſe of Chriſt thinks him to be the Chief ame g; 
Ten Thouſands, Therefore it comes to you all, Wha, 
think ye of Chriſt, Believers and Unbelievers ? Surd, * 
ly to them that belicue he, is precious. 4. There 7 


la! 


i: What think ye of Chriſt? what think ye q ig 
the Meſſias ? what think ye of the Anointed of God if 
the Chriſt of God? It is remarkable, Chriſt ſays nd, 
here, what think ye of me? but, what think ye q,, 
Chriſt ? that is, God's Anointed, and the Meſſias prd 5 
miſed to the Fathers: And hereby it is intimate to uy, ;, 
That as Chriſt loves to magnify his Office, as the Sent. 
and Sealed, and Anointed of God; ſo we cannot hauf 
right and becoming Thoughts of him, unleſs we ap 
prehend him in his ſaving Offices, to which he is a 


thorized of the Father: And, ſo, when he ſays not; 


What think ye of me? but, What think ye of Chriſt 
he does not ſimply commend himſelf, but his Fathef . 
alſo, who avointed him to that Office; and himſelf, a| 


bearing his Father's Commiſſion, and inveſted with hi 
Authority to ſave Sinners: What think ye of Chriſt | 


Here is the proper Object of the Eſteem of rationaf 

Creatures, and eſpecially Mankind Sinners, on whon,, 
their 'Thoughts ought to be terminate. It 1s not, Whal, 

think ye of God abſolutely conſidered ? for God ou £ 
of C+.riſt is a conſuming Fire. It is not, What thinY.. 
ye of Moſes? You magnify Mejes and the Law; buf, 
a greater than Moſes is here, even he by whom thqc 
Law is magnified and made honourable. It is notf;, 
What think ye of Miniſters and their Sermons ? C 5 


they are nothing but the Image of Death without him 


- but the Queſtion is, What think ye of Chriſt? Thad 


Word itſelf is but a dead Letter without Chriſt. I 


Purpoſe, Fobn v. 39. 40. Search the Scriptures, fol, 
in them ye. think ye hawe eternal Le, and they ar, 


they that teſtify of me: And ye will not come to mi 


n 
0 
| 

that ye might have Life, You think you have eter | 


nal Life in the Scripture, but the Scripture teſtifie 
\ e * : | ''Y 
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mnothrrle me ; yet ye will not come unto me, tho? the Seripture 
Sen ſtiſies that eternal Life is only to be had in me. 
| Whqhriſt is the true God and eternal Life, 1 John v. 20. 
' Sure, 7 this is the Record, that God hath given us eternal 
There ife, and this Life rs in his Son, v. 11. Seeing then 
veſtioſat the Scripture teſtifies of Chriſt, that eternal 

e ife is in him; in vain do men think to have eternal 
f God if. even in the Scripture, while they will not come 
as NY, Chriſt, that they may have Life. People may think 
* YE qeſpectfully of the Scripture, and yet periſh in their Ig- 
tas pr Jorance, and die in a Deluſion, while they do not 
e tO uꝗnink reſpectfully of Chriſt, in a Suitableneſs to the 
oh wn eſtimony that the Scripture gives of him; There- 


ore the great Queſtion is ſtill, What think ye of 
WO aPChriſt ? 
9 OM BSERV. That the great Lullin of the Chrifhan 


Fath Cathechiſm, by <vhich People are to try tbemſelves, is 
cle e this, What think ye of Chriſt ? 


vith Bil Here you fee, Chriſt, who is the Catechiſt that 
rift duts the Queſtion, is alſo the Cathechiſm, the Matter 
—_ of the Queſtion. It is to this ſame Purpoſe that Chriſt 

Wha lemands an Anſwer, to this Queſtion, both-with re- 
od ouppect to the People in general, what they thought of 
© rh Chriſt ; and alſo with reſpe& to the Diſciples them- 
oo pulſelves, what they thought of him, Lale ix. 18, 19, 
Ka M20. Whom ſay the People that I am What is the 
om tdc-ntiment and Opinion of the People about Chriſt ? 
is NOHTt is anſwered for the People, That ſome took him for 
Fohn the Baptiſt, ſome for Elias, ſome for one of the 

The old Prophets: They had an Eſteem of Chriſt, but 
iN 1 not according to his Worth and Excellency, his Gran- 
Jdeur and Glory. Well, but ſays Chriſt to his Diſei- 
. Iples, hom ſay ye that I am ? What is your Thought 
es, Fel and Judgment? Peter anſwers in the Name of the 
_— _ reſt, ſaying, Thou art the Chriſt of Ged. Believers only 
ES 8 * this Queſtion to. Purpoſe, what think ye of 

. rin; | N W. 
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Parts thereof. 3. Offer ſome Reaſons of the Doctrine, 


; 10 

The Method which I would here eſſay, as the Lord 
may aſſiſt, to 1 ſhall be, 1. To premiſe ſome 
neral Remarks for clearing of this Doctrine. 2. To 
what is the Import of this Queſtion in the ſeveral 


ſhewing why this is the leading and trying Queſtion in 
the Chriſtian Catechiſm. 4. Deduce ſome Inferences, 
and ſo make Application of the Point, for informing of 
our Minds, trying of our State, and directing of our 
Thoughts and Affections concerning Chriſt. 


FIRST HEAD. 
The f7f Head propoſed is, To offer ſome general 
Remarks for clearing of the Doctrine. G 
1/? Remark, That Man is a thoughtful or a think: 
ing Creature. God created him with a thinking Fa: 
culty, capable of diſcurſive Thought and Ratiocipa{ g, 
tion; capable of rational Cogitation concerning God, , 
and ſpiritual Objects, and celeſtial Things; whiel 
Beaſts, that have ſome Sort of Thoughts, yet are nof 
capable of. I need not inſiſt upon this; for ſome o 
you know, that even Pagan Philoſophers are acquain 
with this, and that Heathen Poets have inferred it fro 
the very Frame and Structure of the Humane Body 
as Ovid. 


Pronagque cum ſpectent Animalia cetera terram, 
Os Hemini ſublime dedit : Cæœlumque tueri 
Fuſfit, & erectes ad ſidera tollere vultus. 


Man was endowed above Beaſts with a Faculty capab © 
of celeſtial Contemplation. It is peculiar to the Cre 
tures called Men and Angels, to think of God, and bf 
think of Chriſt ; other Creatures are not capable of ſuc} . 
Thoughts: This is plainly ſuppoſed in this Queltiog: | 
What think ye of Chriſt ? | | mens 
24 Remark, That Man's Thoughts, together witer 
, all the Faculties and Powers of his Soul, have gottg,.. 
ſuch a Daſh by the Fall of Adam, that they were th. 

2 wavering after other Objects beſides God the ch 


Good 


fs 7 hy 
ord] Good: Yea, the Fall in a Manner daſh'd out his 
"ro Brains ; and his Head being broken, God went out of 


his Head, and the Creature came in. Since that Time, 


eral! he could never have a right Thought of God in his 
12 Head, yea, God is not in all his Thoughts; but in- 


numerable other Things fill up the Room which God 
NCE3,! ſhould have. He created Man upright, but they 
17 ol have found out many Inventions, inſomuch that now 
tour „very Imagination of the Thought of his Heart is only 
Evil continually, Gen. vi. 5. The World, and the 
Luſts thereof, do monopolize and ingroſs all the 
Thoughts of the Children of Men, and God is thruſt 
out of them; there is no Room for God or the Son of 
. i | God. This wrong Sett of the Thoughts is alſo here 
think ſuppoſed in the Queſtion,. I hat think ye of Chriſt ? 
Þ... 34 Remark, That whatever confuſed Thoughts and 
er dark Apprehenſions Men may naturally have, now in 
God! heir fallen State, concerning God and his Law, like” 
the confuſed Chaos, Ger. 1. 2. Without Form and woid, 
re non Darkneſs upon the Face of the Deep; yet Thoughts 
MME oſof Chriſt, or of God in Chriſt, are what no Man could 
cquaimſever have had in the leaſt glimmering Idea by Nature, 
it fronſithout Divine Goſpel-revelation. Adam fallen re- 
Body tained ſome awful and terrible Thoughts of God; but 
no Thought could he ever had of Chriſt, unleſs God 
had revealed him as the Seed of the Woman that was 
to bruiſe the Head of the Serpent. This is the My- 
ſtery that was hid from Ages and Generations. The 
great Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſied in the Fhfp, 
od in Chriſt. reconciling the World to himſelf, could not 
enter into our Thoughts. Some natural Impreſſions 
en have of God as a Lawgiver ſtanding upon Terms 
Obedience with them, according to the ſirſt Cove- 
pant, namely of Works made with the firſt Adam; but 
Queſtio Bod in Chriſt as the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs, 
Ind fulfilling the Righteouſneſs of the Law in the Sin- 
ther Wker's Room, is ſuch a hidden Myſtery, ſo far above the 
ve gOihatural Thoughts of Man, that even where the objective 


vo. Revelation of this MyRery is made, without the ſubjec- 
the Ba tive, 
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12 
tive, internal, ſaving Illumination in the Knowledge 
thereof, Men cannot have or entertain any due Appref 
henſions of it, but remain doting upon their legal Dreams] « 
and Imaginations concerning God, as in the old Cove? 
nant- relation to them. This was evident in the Pharig 
ſees here, notwithſtanding of the Goſpel-light they had 
both from the Old 'Teſtament Prophecies and Promiſes of 
Chriſt, and from the Rays of the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
himſelf now ariſen among them; ſtill they were doting 
upon the Law, and had ſome dark Thoughts of God 
with relation thereto ; therefore Chriſt, to direct thei 
Thoughts in the only way to God, he leads them t 
himſelf. And as the Diſciples themſelves, being but 
partly inlightned herein, need to be directed in their 
Faith and ſpiritual Thoughts of God, that they be 
not legal, terminating upon Cod abſolutely, but evan- 
; #0 upon Chriſt, or God in him, John xiv. 1. Ye 
elieve in God, believe alſo in me; ſo much more 4o 
blind Phariſees need to be direfted to the right Road, 
as here our Lord does. Ye think of God, but what 
think ye of Chriſt ? | 
4th Remark, When Chriſt is revealed, People may 
think of him, and yet think amiſs, unleſs their Thoughts 
be ſpiritualized by a ſupernatural Change of the Mind, 
and a ſaving. Illumination of their Underſtanding in the 
Knowledge of Chriſt. Thoughts may be conſidered as 
either rational and ſpeculative, which is juſt the Work 
of the Brain, and lies only in a bare 'Theory of Divine 
Things; or as practical and ſpiritually operative, which 
does not reſt in the Head, but affects the Heart, andl. 
ſets the Affections in Motion towards Divine Things 
and raiſes the ſpiritual Eſtimation thereof. Now 
whatever Thoughts of Chriſt the natural Man ma 
have in the former Senſe, yet no ſuitable Thoughts 6: 
Chriſt can he have in the latter Senſe, till a ſupernatu 
ral Change be wrought by ſaving Illumination. It is as 
impoſſible for a Man in the black State of Nature tc 
think upon Chriſt or ſpiritual 'Things in a ſpiritual Man 
ner, as it is tor a Man that was born blind to judge ot 
FF Colours 


wledge 
Appre 
Dreams 


Cove- 
Phari- 


ouſneſs 
doting 
f God 
t thei 
nem t 
1g but 
their 
1ey be 
evan- 
1. 7. 
re 30 


Road, 


what 


2 may 


Mind 

in the 
ed as 
Work 
Divine 


ought 


which 
„ and 
hings, 
Now 
| ma 
rhts of 
rnatu 
t is as 
ire to 
Man 
ge © 
ours 


13 
Colours, or to be taken up with their Beauty and Luſtre, 
1 Cor. ii. 14. The natural Man receives not the Things 
of God, they are Foolifhneſs unto him, ncither can he 
knows them, for they are ſpiritually diſcerned. This 
Diſcerning he cannot have, till he be tranſlated out of 
Darkneſs to God's marvellous Light, and till the God, 
who commanded Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, ſhine 
into his Heart, &c. 2 Cor. iv. 6. People then may 
think of Chriſt, and yet think amiſs, without this sa- 
ving Illumination. This is alſo ſuppoſed here in the 
Queſtion ; for the Pharifees did not want ſome Thoughts 
of Chriſt the M. fas, and partly right Thoughts too u- 
pon the Matter, while they thought he was the Son of 
Dawid; yet they were ſo far from being right Thoughts 
of Chriſt, as God-Man, and as to the Manner of their 


- thinking af him, that they had no due Eiteem of the 


true Chriſt ; nay, he was deſpiſed and rejected of them, 
as a Root out of a dry Ground, and as having no Form 
or Comelineſs, I/. liii. 2, 3. And thus he is ſtill un- 
dervalued of Multitudes, who yet judge they have right 
enough Thoughts of Chriſt ; they think of him, but 
think amiſs: And therefore the Queſtion is not mere- 
ly concerning the Act of Thinking, but the Quality 
thereof ; it 15 not, Have you any 'Thoughts of Chrilt ; 
do you ever think of him ? but it is, What think you 
of him ? 

5% Remark, That Man's Thoughts are within God's 
Juriſdiction, and under his Authority. The Com- 
mands of God extend not only to the outward, but 
the inward Man of the Heart, and conſequently further 
than ever any earthly Command could go: Where was 
there ever a Monarch that could give out ſuch Laws, as 
would bind the Heart and Thoughts of Men? If any 
Mortal ſhould make a Law, that his Subjects ſhould 
not dare, upon their Peril, to welcome a traiterous 
Thought againſt his Royal Perſon, otherwiſe he would 
be avenged upon them; really ſuch an one would de- 
ſerve to be laughed at for his Pride, and Folly more 
than Calligula, who threatned the Air, if it durſt rain 


When he was at his Paſtime, who yet durſt not look u- 
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pon the Air when it thundred. It were the Height offt“ 
Madneſs, for any Crown'd Head in the World, or PoJY 
tentate on Earth, ſo far to forfeit their Reaſon, as tc | 
think, that the Thoughts of Menus Hearts were within|®"* 
their Territories or Juriſdiftion : But behold, they}? 
are all under the Authority of God ; for his Name{*® 
is [ Gr. Kardiognoſtet] the Searcher of the Heart, andi hi. 
the Trier of the Reins of the Children of Men. Think an 
not that Thoughts are free, any more than your Words lig 
or Actions before God. It is his Prerogative to lay ſo! 


Bands upon the inner Man, and to judge the Secrets] W. 


of Men, Rom. ii. 16. by Jeſus Chriſt, who is here ſu 
the Catechiſt, putting the * to you; and he is 2 
the fitteſt Hand, Re he knows what Courſe your] Y 
Thoughts are driving: He is the Witneſs, and will be * 
the Judge of your Thoughts, which are all under his t] 
Juriſdiction, Therefore it is his unqueſtionable Right, E 
to call you to an Account of your Thoughts; Thoughts C 
are as viſible and evident as Actions to him, Heb. ® 
iv. 12, 13. The Word of God, the effential Word, 1 
the Word that was made Fleſh, 7s quick and powerful, | J. 
&c. a Diſcerner of the Thoughts and Intents of the\ * 
Heart; neither is there ary Creature that is not manifeſt 
in his Sight, but all Things are naktd and open to the Eyes 
of him with whom we hawe to do. He knows our 
Thoughts afar off, even before we think them, and 
Thoughts are Actions before him; Heart Thoughts 
are Heart-Acts, and real Deeds in his Sight; the adul- 
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judged as ſuch ; the covetous Thought is Idolatry be- 
fore him, the malicious Thought is Murder, and the 
unbelieving Thought is Unbelief, the contemning 
Thought of Chriſt is Contempt itſelf: He is an infi-| 
nite Spirit, that ſees your Thoughts better than Men | 
fee your Actions; and therefore anſwer for your 
Thoughts to him, What think ye of Chriſt? 

61h Remark, That as Men may expect to be cate- 
chiſed and examined of God, with reſpect to their 
Thoughts, as well as their Actions, ſo eſpecially anent 
their Thoughts of Chriſt. And as God will judge 
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| Confidence towards God, 1 Fohn iii. 20, 21. 
true, 


Thoughts, may accuſe or excuſe, and ſo condemn or 
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y the Thoughts we have of Chriſt, ſo we ought to 
ry and judge our ſelves by this Rule; for as our 
houghts are, ſo are we; yea, God's Thoughts of us 


are according to our Thoughts of Chriſt. If we think 


nothing of Chriſt, God thinks nothing of us; if we 
think highly of Chriſt, God thinks highly of us in 
him: For, as God's Thoughts of Chrift are very high - 
and honourable, he being the Father's Darling and De- 
light, *＋2 xlii. 1. ſo, when our Thoughts of Chriſt in 
ſome Meaſure agree with God's T houghts of him, and 
we think highly and honourably of him, as God does; 
ſurely it is evident, that we have the Spirit of God, 
and that as God is well pleaſed with Chriſt, ſo he is 
well pleaſed with us in him. Now, if our Thoughts 
and Hearts condemn us in this Matter, God is greater 
than our Hearts, and knows all Things; but if our 
Hearts and Thoughts condemn us not, then we have 
It is 


the natural Conſcience of Men, and their 


juſtify them, according as they do Good or Evil, Rom. 
11. 15. and to be thus condemned or juſtified, is no E- 
vidence of the Man's State before God ; for this only 


| ſhews the Work of the Law, written in our Hearts 


by Nature, even the Covenant of Works, which ſays, 
That the Doer of the Law ſhall be juſtified, Perſe 13. 
and the Breaker of the Law ſhall be condemned. Theſe 
are ſome of the Beams of Nature's Light ; all Men may 
find themſelves condemned here, and they that think 
themſelves juſtified here before God by their good 
Deeds, they but diſcover their Ignorance of the Law, 


which condemns all vain and evil Thoughts, as well as 
evil Deeds; and therefore no Man can have his Heart. 
and Thoughts juſtifying him before God, nor a good 
Conſcience or Confidence towards Ged, till once he 
come to think duly of Chriſt, from whom the Law 
hath got ſull Satisfaction to all its Commands and De 
mands, and by whoſe Blood the fiery Law is extinguiſh- 
ed: The Conſcience being ſprinkled with that Blood. 
and ſo purged from dead legal Works to ſerve the li- 
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ving God, the Man hath Confidence towards God, ac- 


cording to the Meaſure of his Faith, and regular 


Thoughts of Chriſt. The more a Man thinks upon 


the Law, the more will his Thoughts condemn him, 
if he underſtood the Spirituality of the Law: But, the 
more he thinks of Chriſt as the the End of the Law for 
Righteouſneſs, the more will his Thoughts and Con- 
ſcience ſmile upon him, and give him Confidence to 
wards God; for we have Boldneſs to enter into the 
Holieſt, and to come to a holy God, by the Blood of 
Jeſus, Hab. x. 19. They that think much of them- 
ſelves, and think little or nothing of Chriſt, they are 
leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, yea they are not of 
that Kingdom at all; they deſpiſe Chriſt, and God de- 
ſpiſes them: But they that think little of themſelves, 
or think nothing of themſelves, but think much of 
Chriſt, and think every Way highly and honourably 
of him, they are great in the Kingdom of God; Chriſt 
is great in their Eye, and they are great in God's Eye, 
being accepted in the Beloved: Therefore the great 
Qeſtion is, What think ye Chriſi? 


SECOND HEAD. 
The ſecond Head propoſed, was, To ſhew the Im- 
* of this Queſtion, Nhat think ye of Chiiſ/? That 
eople may not deceive themſelves with paſſing 


Thoughts they may have of Chriſt, I would more 


cloſly open up the Meaning and Import of the Que- 


ſtion; and this being the main Head upon the doctri- 


nal Part, we muſt explain the ſeveral Branches of the 
Queſtion, and ſo ſhew the Import of it. 1. Ote&ively, 
with Reſpect to the Oliect, Chriſt. 2, A4ively, with 
reſpect to the Ad of Thinking. 3. Formally, with 


reſpect to the Quality of the Act, what Sort of a 
Thought it is; I hat think ye of him? 4. Suljective- 


lu, with reſpect to the Perſons that are the Subjects, ze ; 
What think ye of Chriſt? 


Firſi then, I am to conſider the Import of this 


' Queſtion, with reſpect to the Oljed or Matter of our 


Thoughts, namely, Chriſt; Nhat think ye of Chrilt ? 
And 
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\nd here I own it is impoſſible for me to go through al 
hat I thought might be faid here: There are ſo many 
Things in Chriſt, that I found to be the Matter of the 
Queſtion, he being All in all, and all the Fulneſs of the 
Godhead being in him, that, before ever I was aware, 
there were more than an hundred Queſtions occurred to 
me, that might be put upon this one Particular; and 
therefore I found a Neceſſity of reſtricting myſelf, And 
tho', if Time allow, in the Application I may thro” 
Grace dilate upon ſome of theſe ; yet at preſent I ſhall 
confine myſelf to what I judge preciſely to be the. 
Scope of the Text and Context, and the Intent of the 
Spirit of God in this Queſtion, Yhat think ye of Chrift 2 
That is, 1. What think ye of his Righteouſneſs ? 2. 


What think ye of his Pedigree! 3. What think ye 


of his Perſon? 4. What think ye of his Anointing ? 
Theſe Four, I ſuppoſe, we will find as the ſpecial Im- 
port of the Queſtion here. | 

Fin, What think ye of his Righteouſneſs? This I 
place firſt, becauſe I judge from what goes before as 
the Occaſion of this Queſtion, that the great Deſign 
of Chriſt therein was to lead off theſe ſelf-rightepus 
Phariſees from the Righteouſneſs of Works and of the 
Law, anent which all their Queſtions were put to him, 
and to lead them to another Righteouſneſs, even to 
himſelf as the Lord their Righteouſneſs, the End of 
the Law. You think to be juſtified by the Deeds of 
the Law; but, How is that poſſible, ſeeing by the 


Law is the Knowledge of Sin? Rom. iii. 20. If ye. 
will ſtand cloſs to theſe old Covenant Terms with God, 


then let the Law itſelf catechiſe you; Where is your 
Righteouſneſs of Nature and Practice, that the Law 
requires? Where is your Righteouſneſs of Thought, 
Word and Deed, that it requires? Where 1s your 


Righteouſneſs of Affection and Action, that it requires? 
Where is your perfect, 7 and perpetual Obe- 


dience, your Righteouſneſs internal in Heart, external 
in Life, and eternal in Duration, which the Law re- 
quires? for, Curſed is every One that continues not in 
all Things written in the * of the Law, to de them, 
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Gal. iii. 10. 'The Law will tell you, that tho' you 
keep it wholly, and yet offend in one Point, you are 
guilty of all, Fam. ii. 20. New, is there no Point 
wrong in your State, Nature, Heart or Thought all 
your Days, not to ſpeak of your Words and Actions:? 
If there be, then you're guilty of all ; and ſeeing by 
the Law is the Knowledge thus of your Sin and Guilt, 
how can you be juſtified by the Law? Can that holy 
righteous Law pronounce you juſt and righteous? No, 
no; in vain do you think of Righteouſneſs by the 
Law: Therefore, what think ye of Chriſt the Meſſias, 
who is called [Zehovah T/idkennu, the Lord our Rig h- 
teouſneſs, Jer. xxiii. 6. It is he that came to fulfil 
the Righteouſneſs of the Law in his own Perſon really 
and actively, that the Righteouſneſs of the Law might 
be fulfilled in us imputatively and paſſively, Ram. 
vii. 4. Is not this the only Righteouſneſs that mag- 
nifies the Law and makes it honourable? You mag- 
nify your own Righteouſneſs, which does but diſgrace 
and diſhonour the Law; but what think ye of Chrilt ? 
Do you magnify and honour him, as the Lord the Righ- 
reouſneſs ? Ought not you to magnify that Righteouſ- 
neſs that magnifies the Law, ſeeing it is more than an 
Angelical Righteovineſs ? It is not the Righteouſneſs of 
a Man only, or of Dai4's Son; but the Righteouſneſs 
of God, and of David's Lord. If you thiuk no more 
of Chriſt but that he is David's Son, no wonder then 
you be hankering after the Law, anda poor pitiful Righ- 
teouſneſs of your own; you have never ſeen the glory 
. of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs: But if you' think duly of 
Chriſt, you'll ſee him to be the Lord Jehovah, and his 
Righteouſneſs to be a glorious Divine Righteouſneſs, fo 
as you will count all things but Loſs and Dung for the Ex- 
celiency of the Knowledge of him, aud to be found in him, 
not having your own Righteouſneſs that is after the Law, 
but the Righteouſneſs which is of God in Chriſt by 
Faith, Phil. ii. 8, 9. Let all your Queſtions about the 
Law then, might Chriſt ſay, give Way to this great 
Queſtion, what think ye of Chriſt, and his Law-biding 
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Righteouſneſs? Your Righteouſneſs will not abide the 
firit Fire of the Law when it comes to be diſcharged a- 


gainſt you, and to exact Obedience and Satisfaction; but 


Chriſt's Obedience unto Neath anſwers the whole Charge 
of its Precept and Sanction both to the full: There- 
fore, what think ye of Chriſt, and what think ye of 
his Righteouſneſs? This is the firſt Thing imported in 
this Queſtion, as it ſtands here. #- 
Secondly, what think ye of his Pedigree * That this 
is imported in the Queſtion, appears from the Connec- 
tion alſo, I hoſe Son in he? What think ye of his 
Pedigree? They thought it was eaſy to anſwer that 
Queſtion, by ſaying only, He is David's Son. They 
might have knowa it was not ſo eaſy to anſwer that 
Queſtion, if they had conſidered the Queſtion of the 
Prophet //a:ah, Chap: liii. 8. Vo fall declare his 
generation? And the Deſcription which that Pro- 
phet gives of him, 7/2. ix. 6. that the Name of the 
Meffias, the Child born and Son given to us, ſhould 
be Wonderful, Counſellor, and the Mighty God, the 
Ewerlaſiing Father, the Prince of Peace. What think 
ye of his Pedigree as he is Man? No doubt this was 
partly implied in the Queſtion; for Chriſt did not 
diſprove their Anſwer, tho” it was but to the leaft Part 
of the Queſtion: He is David's Son, ſay they; and 
it is right to think of him as the Son of Dawid, clo- 
thed with our Nature: Here was the great Myſtery of 
Godlineſs, God manifelfied in the Fi;fh. It was no My- 
ſtery for the Phariſees to think only that he was the 
Son of David; David had other Sons, and a nume- 
rous Seed: And if that be all, that he was the Son 
of Dawid, they might thus think of Chriſt, and yet 
think nothing of him. But it is another Thing to 
think of him as God in our Nature. If we think du- 
ly of Chriſt as the Son of Dawid, or in humane Na- 
ture, then, muſt we not think that God is come very 
near to us, ſo as there is a natural Sibneſs betwixt him 
and us, he being Bone of our Bone, and Fleſh of our 


Fl? Muſt we not think, that he wonderfully emptied 


himſelf of his Divine Glory, and humbled hynſelf unto _ 
| Death? 


i 
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with us, except finful Infirmities? He was made in 


is wat 


death? Tho' he thought it no Robbery to be equ: 


with God, yet he ſuffered himſelf to be denuded of hi 
glory, clothed with Rags of our Fleſh : God calls hi 

the Man that it is his Fellow, yet he was made a Fello 

to Thieves and Malefactors, and a Murderer preferred 
before him. Tho' he was the Prince of Life, yet, as 
the Word may be rendered, he evacuated or emptied 
himſelf unto death; and yet, to them that know him. 
he 4s moſt lovely, even in his greateſt Abaſement. 
What think ye of Chriſt as man, as the Son of Da- 
wid, the Son of man, a man of the ſame Infirmities 


all Things like unto us, Sin only excepted : He be- 
came a poor man in all outward Reſpects, a diſtreſſed 
man, a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with Grief, 
a tempted man, - toſſed and tempted of the devil ſome- 
times, he going thro' all the Ages of a man, firſt con- 
ceived, then born, then a Babe, then a Youth, and 
at laſt the perfect Stature of a man: He became a 
mortal man, and accordingly was put to a painful and 
ſhameful death ; yet a holy man, a wonderful man, a 


God-man: What think ye of the man Chriſt Jeſus ? 
But the main Thing imported in the Queſtion here 
with relation to his Pedigree, is, What think ye of his 
Pedigree, as he is God? What think ye of Chriſt, in 
this Reſpet? For to ſeparate Chriſt from God, is 
to make him no Chriſt; therefore the Queſtion is, 
What think ye of Chriſt, whoſe Son he is, with reſpect 
to his divine Nature, as well as his Humane? That 
this was the Import of his Queſtion, appears from his 
Reply to their Anſwer, How then does David call him 
Lord? He is Lord Jenovan, the only begotten Son 
of God, the Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, &c. by 
whom all Things were made, John i. 3. Heb. i. 2. 
It'is the Arian Blaſphemy, to affirm him to be no more 
but Omoixſius Patri, but not Omouſius; that is, like 
unto the Father, but not the ſame Efſence and Sub- 
Aance with him. He is, according to his Godhead, 
arrayed with all Glory. All the Creatures are to 
hum as the drop of a Bucket; yea, as nothing, and 
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21.5 : 
he hath a Name above 

every Nan e, and all the Creatures are but Shadows 
to him, who is the ſubſtantial Image of God: He is 
the eternal Son of God, by an ineffable generation; 
whatever Arians and Atbeiſis think of Chriſt; yet 
Chriſt himſelf thought it no Robbery to be equal with 
God, Phil. ii. 6. Therefore what think ye of Chriſt ? 
Is he no more but the Son of David? The Feaus look- 
ed upon Chriſt, as an ignorant Clown will look upon 
the Sun, and, it may be, will think it no bigger than 
his Bonnet, or, at moſt, no larger than a milſtone; ſo 
did the Fews: The Phariſees looked upon the Son of 
Cod, ſaying, 1s not this the Carpenter's Son? But 
their utmoſt was, That he was the Son of David, they 
did not ſee him to be the Son of God. What think ye 
of Chriſt ? Do ye ſee all the Attributes of God to be in 
him, and all his Actions, as Mediator, to be dignified 
with infinite Virtue and Value; that he was able to ſa- 
tisfy infinite Juſtice ; that he is able to fave to the ut- 
termoſt ; that he is the adequate Object of divine Wor- 
ſhip, and a full ſuitable Portion for an immortal Soul, 
becauſe he is the Son of God, as well as the Son of Da- 
vid? All this is imported in the Queſtion, What think 
ye off Chriſt ? | 

Thirdly, What think ye of his Perſon? This Que- 

ſtion is alſo plainly imported in that, What think ye of 
Chriſt, namely, as he is God-man in one Perſon, and 
the ſecond Perſon of the glorious Trinty ? It is plain, 
that Chriſt ſpeaks of himſelf here as perſonally conſt- 
dered, and as having two diſtin Natures in one Per- 
ſon. Now, the Humane Nature of Chriſt is not a Per - 
{on diſtin& from the divine; tho' the Natures are di- 
{tint, the Perſon is One. But the Anſwer of the Pha- 
riſees to this Queſtion, ſnewed they had no diſtinct 
Knowledge of this myſtery; for they anfwer, He is the 
Son of Dawid, without knowing that he was the Son 
of God, as well as the Son of David, in one Perſon z 
which made Chriſt here to declare his ſovereign Lord- 
ſhip and Godhead, as well as his manhood.. The 
myltety of the Queſtion then, which they did not un- 
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derſtand, was, What think ye of that wonderful Per- Ind 
fon God-man, in whom the Humane Nature is advan th 
ced to ſuch an unſpeakable dignity, as to be united to... 
and of the farae Perſonality with the Son of God , 
Here is Matter of "Thought to the intelligent Mind : a; 
What think ye of the wonderful Manner, in which 
ſinful Men may come to be Partakers of the divine a 
Nature, even by the holy Son of God his being af.; 
Partaker of the humane Nature? Here 1s a glorious 
Subject for Thought and Contemplation. What thin 
ye of the wonderful Way, that God in his infinite Wiſ 
dom hath taken, to bring God and Men together, even 2 
infand throggh him, who is both God and Man, andſ, ., 
partaking of both Natures in one Perſon, is fit fo 
bringing both God and Man into one, and to lay hig 
Hand upon both Parties? What think ye of ſuch af, 
glorious Perſon as finite and Infinite, Time and Eterni- . 
ty, Creator and Creature joined together? John i. 144,11 
The Word was made Flyh, and dwelt among us, and ww ag 
beheld his Glory, the Glory as of the only Begotten of theſ,..., 
Father, full of Grace and Truth. 
 Feurthly, What think ye of his Uuckion or Anoint 
ing? This I ſuppoſe muſt alſo be the Import of the 
Queſtion objectively conſidered, as it is here generall 
propoſed ; for Chriſt ſignifies Auointed, in the Hebrea 
it is Meat, in the Greek it is Chriſt, and in ourff 
Language it is the Aucintede And this being the 
main Word, on which the Weight of the general Que. 
ſtion itſelf lies, it is the more neceſſary that this be 
particularly opened. The Queſtion then comes te 
this in general, What think ye of his Father the AJ. 
nointer: Fohn vi. 27. For him bath God the Fathe Ex 
ſealed; How? See P/al. xlv. 7. God, thy God, hat: 
anointed thee with the Oil of Gladneſs above thy Fe 
lows. How much Pains is Chriſt at, in the Goſpel, tc Ar 
recommend his Father, as ſending and authoriſing hin v 
to his Mediatorial Work? Again, What think ye of hi m 
Office, to which he is anointed ? He hath not taken th}, 
Honour of the mediatorial Office upon him, witheu 
being called of God, and anointed of God thereuntc 
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5. v. 5. we do not think honourably enough of any 
his ſaving Offices, unleſs we at the ſame Time appre- 


Per. Ind his Divine Unction thereunto. Again it comes 
r this, What think ye of his Spirit, the Ointment 
2d to 


fherewith he is anointed ? 7/a. Ixi. 1. The Spirit of 
Lord God is upon me, for he hath anointed me. Ita. 
Iii. 1. I have put my Spirit upon him, and he ſhall 
ing forth F udgment to the Gentiles. There is the 
TVIcYeaning of the Queſtion in general, with reſpe& to 
ng afis Chriſt, who is the Subject-Matter of the Queſtion : 
TOUS there is much in this Name Chrif, and more than 
think... can tell; I only name ſome Particulars further here 
Wil ported. (I.) What think ye of his Prophecy and 
evenpeaching? For, as Chriſt, he is anointed to be a Py - 
» ANChhet: ¶ ho teaches like him? ſays Elihu,” Fob xxxvi. 
a 2. Other Phrophets and Teachers have no Wiſdom 
put what he gives them; but in him are hid all the 
reaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge. Other Prophets 
tern nay err, but he teaches infallibly ; tor he is truth itſelf, 
1. 14Full of Grace and Truth. Other Teachers may be 
1d . laſht, but he teaches authoritatively ; he ſpeaks as One 
tbeſiaving Authority) and not as the Scribes. Other 
Teachers may fail in their Deſign, and prove unſuc- 
eſsful in their Work; but he teaches efficaciouſly : 
Men work upon a Capacity, but he can give the Ca- 
pacity 3 the Entrance of his Words giveth Light, he 
gives Underſtanding to the Simple. The Excellency 
of his Teaching is ſingular, if we conſider his Ability 
ind Fidelity; the Matter af his Teaching is ſingular, 
if we confider it is the whole Will of God for our Sal- 
vation; the Manner of his Teaching is ſingular, if 
e conſider it is by his Word and Spirit, and even by 
a humane Voice, he can convey his Divine Power; the 
Extent of his Teaching is ſingular, if we conſider it 
extends to all Sorts of Perſons, Jeuus and Gentiles, and 
„Hie all Sorts of Things neceſſary to eternal Life: This 
el, te Anointing teaches all Things, 1 Fohrn ii. 27. In a 
Fh Word, none have Authority to teach, but by Com- 
Au miſſion from him; neither can any other Teacher preach 
e himſelf; We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus - 
euntc : the 
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the Lord, and to 3 all the Prophets Witneſs : 
But it is his Prerogative alone, to preach himſelf, 
ſdying, Came to me, all ye that labour, &c. Look to me 
and be ſaved; Jam the Roſe of Sharon, I am the Light 
ef the World; I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. O then, was there ever any Phrophet or Teach- 
erer that could compete with him? The Spirit of the 
| Lord Ged is upon me, ſays Chriſt, for he hath anoin- 
A |, ted me to preach glad Tidings to the Meek: He is 
i the Chriſt, the anointed Prophet; and what think ye 
| By of Chriſt ; (2.) What think ye of his Prie//hood ? For, 
9 | as Chriſt, he is anointed to be a Prieſt for ever, after 
| the Order of Melchiſedeck. All the Levitical Priefls 
were but Shadows and Types of him, who was the 
true Prieſt, the true 'Temple, the true Altar, the true 
Sacrifice all in one, What high Thoughts may we 
have of his Oblation, or Obedience unto Death, even 
the Death of the Croſs? For here was the grand Con- 
dition of the Covenant of Redemption or Grace ful- 
filled. The Covenant of Grace was all Grace with 
Reſpect to God, who of his Grace found out the Ran- 
ſom, and with Reſpect tc us who are ſaved by Grace; 
but with Reſpect to Chrit, it is a Covenant made u- 
pon Terms and Conditions, namely, his Obedience, 
Righteouſneſs, Paſſion and Oblation; hem God hath 
fet forth to be the Propitiation through Faith in his 
Blood, &c. Rom. iii. 25. O what a free, full, per- 
ſect, holy, ſweet and ſatisfying Sacrifice did he offer 
up of himſelf, even a Sacrifice of a ſweet-ſmelling Sa- 
vour unto God, whereby Juſtice was fatisfy'd, Wrath 
appeaſed, Sin expiated, God attoned, Death vanquiſht, 
Hell quenched, Heaven purchaſed, and the Devil's 
Kingdom deſtroyed; for by Death he deſtroyed him 
that had the Power of Death, that is the Devil! What 
may we think of his Interceſſion. grounded upon this 
- Oblation ? For he is able to, ſave to the uttermoſi all that 'T 
come to God by him, becauſe he ever lives to make In-, 
tercaſſion. Here is the Antidote againſt all Charges 
and Accuſations, Rem. viii. 33, 34. The Antidote a- 
gainſt all Temptations, Heb. ii. 17, 18. & iv. 14, 15. u 

an 


. 352 282 


. 


larges 
dte a- 


„ 15. 
an 


| | r | | 
an Antidote againſt all the Snares of the World, John 
xvii. 15. againſt all Sins, Failings and Infirmities, 
1 John ii. 1, 2. againſt all Fears, through Senſe of 
Unworthineſs, to draw near to God's Throne of Grace, 
Heb. iv. 15,16. Heb. x. 19, 20, 21, 22. and againſt 
all Fears of Apoſtacy and Falling away, John xvii. 11. 
O his Promiſe, his Power, his Prayer, give great Se- 
curity, and greater cannot be given: He hath prayed 
for the Spirit, and the conſtant Abiding thereof, John 
xiv. 16, 17. ſee John iv. 14. Chriſt's Interceſſion is 
founded on his Oblation, and the Father is ſo well 
pleaſed with the Oblation, that he cannot refuſe his In- 
terceſſion; nay, he hears him always: Therefore, what 
think ye of Chriſt ? (3.) What think ye of his King- 
dom and Royalty? The 1 What think ye of 
Chriſt ? imports this alſo ; for, as Chriſt, he is anoin- 
ted to be a King, Pſal. ii. 6. I have ſet my King, or, 
as it is in the Hebrew, anointed my King, upon my 
holy hill of Zion. Is not all Power in Heaven and Earth 
committed unto him, having on his Veſture and 
Thigh this Name written, KING of KINOS, and 
Lo RD of Lox DS D He is the King eternal and 
immortal, the Government is upon his Shoulders, and 
of the Increaſe of his Kingdom and Government there 

ſhall be no End. His delivering up the Kingdom to 
his Father at laſt, is but a Changing the Manner of his 
Adminiſtration, and delivering up all his Members, of 
whom his Kingdom conſiſts, unto his Father, to be e- 
ternally crowned and glorified ; He will reign through 
Eternity, and the Children of Zion will be joyful in 
their King, and ſing through Eternity. I might here 
ſnew what a powerful and peaceable, mild and mer- 
ciful, wiſe and holy, juſt and righteous King our Lord 
Jeſus is; and then aſk you, What think ye of Chriſt ? 
But it is not poſſible to give ſo much as a Hint at the 
Thouſand Part of his Glory and Royalty: His King- . 
dom is ſpiritual and internal ; if you be his Spiritual 
Subjects, his Kingdom is within you; yea, tho' you 
be yet Subjects to the Devil, he hath Power over all 
Nearts, and can ſoften the 8 and bind the 4 5 g 


26 
eſt, and make the People fall down under him: Vea, 
as he is able fo he is willing ; for he is not only the 
God of Power, but the Prince of Peace, Iſa. ix. 6. 
and therefore, as a Prophet, he preaches Peace; as a 
Prigſ, he purchaſes Peace; and as a Ning, he proclaims 
Peace ; yea, Creates the Fruit of the Lips, Peace, Peace 
to him that is afar off, and to him that is nigh. As a 
werful Potentate he is able, and as a Prince of 
eace he is ready, to ſave to the uttermoſt. As he is 
full of Power, ſo he is full of Pity ; and his Power and 
Peace both are joined together, for the Encourage 
ment of Sinners to come to him, Ja. xxvii. 5. Let him 
take Hold of my Strength, that be may make Peace 
ewith me, and he ſhall make Peace <vith me. Perhaps, 
by the By, ſome poor Soul is thinking, O but I have 
no Strength to take Hold of his Strength. Well, it is 
right ſo to think of yourſelf, and of your own Weak- 
neſs and Wickedneſs : But no Strength comes in by 
that Thought, while poring on yourſelf only ; that 1s 
but the Half of what you are to think, when you think 
Tight of yourſelves, as weak and wicked. But what 
think ye of Chriſt our glorious King ? If you can think 
honourably of him, as able and willing to help you, O 
ou would find Strength coming in with ſuch a 
hought : And high Thoughts of a powerful and 
merciful King Jeſus, is one of the Ways of taking Hold 
of his Strength. If you ſuppoſe that you think he is 
| able and ready, and yet you find no Strength coming 
| in, O ſuſpect your own Thought of him, that it is but 
4 a miſbelieying and diſhonourable Thought: For I aſ- 
ſure you, right Thoughts of Chriſt will ſet the Heart 
all in Motion towards him. But now O there would 
be no End in ſpeaking of the Royalties of King 
Jesus, his Royal Throne, his Royal Crown, his 
Royal Victories, his Royal Triumphs, and the Royal 
Intertainment that he gives to his Subjects at his 
Table above, and even below, when he brings them to 
his Banqueting-houſe. I ſhall only add, That as it 
is ſaid of Solomon, There was no King like him, ſo be- 
hold a greater than Solomon is here: There is no King 
s Fray: N 4 11 
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like him who is the King of Zion; he hath all other 
Kings under his Check and Controul 3. and what think 
ye of Chriſt then? Other Kings have their Domini 
ons, for the moft Part, by Ulſurpation, by Encroach, 
ment; but Chriſt is King conſtitute of his Father 
P/al. Ixxxix. 27. Il make him my Firſt-born, higher 
than the Kings of the Earth, and all this for the Good 
of his People, Eph. i. 22. He hath put all Things un- 
der his Feet, and given him to be Head over all Things 
wito his Church. This leads to another. Import of the 
ueſtion; that is, DI. 5 
(4.) What think ye of his Authority and Ability, 
Commiſſion, Fulneſs, Furniture, and Fitneſs for exe- 
cuting of theſe ſaving Offices? For all this is implied 
in the Deſignation Cu RIS T, the Anointed ; that 
is, One commiſſionate and qualified of God, by a ſuper - 
eminent Unction, John ili. Behold his Excellen- 
cy here, above all that ever had the like Offices. Be- 
hold he is anointed, for the Concurrence of all theſe 
Offices, whether general; as Saviour, Surety, Re- 
deemer; or particular, as Prophet, Prieſt, King. 
Some have been Prophets, ſome Prieſts, ſome Kings 
anointed ; but never any was anointed to all theſe but 
Chriſt: Nat think ye of Chriſt ? Behold the Matter 
of his Anointing ; others have been anointed with ma- 
terial Oil, but he is anointed with Holy Oil, the Ho 
ly Spirit : And whereas others have had the Spirit in 
ſome Reſpects, therefore behold the Meaſure of his A- 
nointing; Others were anointed in Meaſure, but he 
without Meaſure ; They may have a Fulneſs of Suffi- 
ciency, but he hath a Fulneſs of Redundancy ; they a 
Fulneſs like the Fulneſs of a Veſſel, but his the Ful- 
neſs of an Ocean ; they a Plenitude, but. he a Foun- 
tain. Behold and view the Duration of his Anointing-; 
his Saints and Servants may have the Spirit ſome- 
times working, ſometimes ceaſing, ſometimes flowing, 
and ſometimes ebbing ; but Chriſt is anointed with an 
enduring Unction, Fohn i. 33. The Spirit that deſcen - 
ded on him, did remain and reſt upon him; ſee //4. 
ix. lat. Hence behold alſo the Egua/ity of his Anoin- 
8 | ting 
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ting with himſelf : 1 he Spirit given to others, that 
were inveſted with any Office in God's Houſe, did 
Work with them as mere Men; There was no Equality 

betwixt them and the Spirit given to them: But as 
Chriſt is anointed with the Spirit as he is Mediator 


| God-Man, ſo as to God he is co-equal with the Spirit, 


wherewith he is anointed ; yea, the ſame in Subſtance, 
equal in Power and in Glory with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoft. And what think ye of Chrilt, his Au- 
thority, Ability, and Furniture for his Work? In a 
Word, behold the Efficacy of his Anointing : and the 
communicable Nature, thereof : He is anointed above 
his Fellows, yet ſo, as he hath Fellows to whom he 
allows Fellowſhip in the ſame Anointing : He hath not 
only received the Spirit ofall Grace and Giſts for himſelf, 
but He received gifts for Men, even for the Rebil- 
Tiows, Pal. Ixviii. 18. Hence, according to his 
Pleaſure, he allows the Oil to drop down to the Skirts 
of his Garment ; yea, like Rain upon the mown Grafs, 
or Showers that water the Earth, Pal. Ixx1i. 6. It is 
true, Miniſters anointed with the Spirit are ſaid to 
drop, Eæeł. xx. 46. Sen of man, diop thy Words t:- 
ewards the ſouth: And Meſes ſays, my Dec ine fall 
drop as the Rain; but as the Clouds from whence tlie 
Rain deſcends have not their Water originally in them— 
ſelves, but from the Sea, and moiſt Places of the 
Earth, exhaled anc drawn up by the Heat of the Sun ; 
lo no Miniſter of Chriſt hath a Faculty of teaching 
heavenly and divine Things, and ſaving Goſpel-T'ruths 
of himielf ; but it is drawn up out of Chriſt, as out of 
a fall Sea and Ocean of all Wiſdom and Knowledge ; 
and 1s conveyed unto them, by the Heat and Vigour, 
not of their own Spirit, but the Spirit of Chriſt, who 
is anointed, to anoint others. And O for a liberal 
Share of his anointing among us at this Occaſion ! 
In a Word, the Name Chriſti imports ſuch an Anoin- 
ting, as that he is qualified with all Authority and A- 
bility, all Furniture and Fittedneſs for his Work of 
ſaving Sinners; with all Fulneſs of Divine Perſections, 


and all Fulneſs of Mediatorial Gifts and Graccs ; * 
| a 
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at fall this is imported in the Queſtion, Nhat think ye of 
id ¶Cbriſl? | 
ty (s.) What think ye of his Aromatical Savour ? For 
as {this is his Name, C/rift the Anvinted ; his Ointment 
or fcaſts a Perfume through Heaven and Earth. How fa- 


it, voury is he to God? Why his Sacrifice was of a ſweet- 
ce, {ſmelling Savour unto his Father, Eph. v. 2. The ſtink- 
the ing Smell of Sin 15 extinguiſhed thereby, and the Per- 
Lu- {ſons and Performances of Believers perfumed ; and 
1 2 ſhence, how ſavoury alſo to Believers? Sg i. 13. His 
the Lips are like Lillies, dropping fevect-/melling Myrrhe. 
ove 


hat think ye of his ſavoury Name ? Song 1. 3, 5. 
he Becauſe of the ſawour of thy good Ointments, thy Name 
not ſ as Ointment poured forth ; Therefore de the V. irg ius 
ſelf, ve thee. Were it no mors but the Name JESUS a 
bil- BAVIOUR, may it not be ſo delightful to Sinners, 
5 to cauſe their Hearts leap within them when they 
eirts hear it, as John leapt in his Mother's Womb for Joy, 
rals, at the Voice of the Bleſſed Virgin's Salutation, Luke 
is J. 44. O what think ye of the Sweet Name JESUS! 
d to It ſhould even pluck your Heart out of your Boſom, 
. ind tranſplant it into the Boſom of Chriſt. How de- 
ghtful is the very Naming'+of a Temporal Saviour to 
em that are in Miſery, when they hear of his Ability 
nd Readineſs to deliver them? And may not your 
leart even dance within you for Joy, when you hear 
s ſpeak to you of ſuch a Saviour as faves from Sin and 
hing Wrath? O ſweet-ſmelling Name! O have you no 
ruths fenſe of Smelling! What think ye of Chriſt ? 
ut of 6.) What think ye of his Beauty and Comlineſs ? 
age; fhis is alſo imported in his Name CHRIST, and 
gour, in the Queſtion, Nhat think ye of Chriſi, the Anoin- 
who Kd? 'Ointment and Perfume rejoice the Heart, ſays 


em- 
the 
Sun ; 


iberal nen, Prov. xxvii. 9. Now, Chriſt is anointed 
fion ! h the Oil of gladneſi, Pſal. xlv. 7. and 4 glad 
\non- fart makes a cheerful countenance ; yea, Oil makes 
vt 5 Face to ſhine, Pſal. civ. 15. A Saint, that bath 
rk 0 


t a Sprinkling of this Oil, how will his Face ſhine, 


tions, fd his Countenance, like Hanna's, be no more ſad ;_ 
0 pw did Moſes his Face mine when ſome of this Oil 
a | 1 
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Glory and Comelineſs of Chriſt, who is anointed from 
Head to Foot ! Is he not a/tegether lwꝭ«h; Is he not 
æohite and ruddy, the chief among Ten Thouſands ? Is he 
not a perfect Beauty? All God's Fuinefs is in him, all 
God's Beauty is in him, all God's Glory is to be ſeen 
in the Face of Feſus, 2 Cor. iv. 6. O then, What 
think ve of Chritt ? | 

4 What think ye of his Worth and Preciouſneſs ? 
This it alſo imported in the Name CHRIST, and 
ſo in che Queſtion, M Hat think ye of Chriſt, the Anoin- 
ted? for it is precious Ointment; Pſal, cxxxiii. 2. 
Oinzment was reckoned of great Worth and Efteem 
among the 7ews ; It was among the precious Preſents 
that were ſent unto Kings, Ja. lvii. 9. | Hoſe xii. i. 
O how great is the Preciouſneſs and Worth of Chriſt ! 
It is the Delight and Recreation, the Study and Oc: 
cupation of Elect Angels, to pry into the Preciouſneſs 
of Chriſt, to look upon the Frame and Fabrick of Sal- 
vation to Mankind-finners by Chriſt, that they may 
therein obſerve the glorious Attributes of God, his 
Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Juſtice, Truth, Mercy 
all ſhining and glittering in it, like bright Stars in the 
Firmament. Let a profane World think what the 
will of Chriſt; let them {hght him and his Goſpel 
let them {corn him, and caſt him at their Heels; let 
them trample on his Blood and Paſſion, as their Man 
ner is, making it a common and worthleſs Thing; le 
them deſpiſe his high and celeſtial Myſteries: W. 
need not care tor their. Thoughts; It is encugh tha 


was upon him! But O what think ye of the mining 
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God the Father hath honoured and exalted him, thaſ Im 


the holy Angels do reverence and worſhip him, an 
that all the Saints do magnify him. To them that 6 
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lie ve be is precious: O his Blood is precious Blooᷓ Cn 


his Promiſes are precious Promiſes, his Love is prec 
ous Love, and every Thing about him is precious 
What think ye Chriſt? 


(8:) Again, to add no more here, What think ye 4; 


his Vertue and Uſefulneſs ? This, I ſuppoſe, is ali 
imported in the NameCHREST, and in the Qu 
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ſtion objectively conſidered, What think ye of Chrift » 
the Andinted? For as Ointment was and is of mani- 
fold Uſefulneſs, ſo is Chriſt: Eſpecially Oil hath a 
twofold Vertue, ½, A mollifying Vertue, and a ſoft- 
ning Quality ; ſuch is the Vertue of Chriſt: Were 
the Heart never ſo hard, he can ſoften and molify it; 
a Drop of that Oil with which he is anointed, I mean 
the ſmalleſt ſaving Motion of his Spirit, can melt and 
diſſolve the Heart, tho' it were harder than a Stone 
or Adamant, Exzek. xxxvi. 26. 24ly, It hath a medici- 
nal Vertue ; hence it is faid of the Samaritan, Luke x. 
34. that he poured in Oil into the Wounds of the diſ- 
Chriſt is the tender-hearted Samaritan, 
his Blood and Spirit is the Ointment for curing all the 
Wounds that we got by the Old Serpent. What 
Wounds, what Plagues, what deadly Diſeaſes and de- 
ſperate Maladies are among you? Behold, there is no 
Diſeaſe out of Hell that ſurmounts the medicinnl Ver- 
tue that is in Chriſt ! O then, What think ye of Chriſt 7 
[s there none here to think highly of him? Now, 
theſe Particulars that I have mentioned are imported in 
the very Name CHRIST, and fo implied in the Queſtion 
objectively conſidered, or with reſpe& to the Object 
thereof, What think ye of Chriſt ? 

The Second Thing here propoſed, was, To ſhew the 
Import of this Queitien Ae conſidered, or with 
reſpect to the Act of Thinking; What think ye of 
Chrift * Now the full Import of this ſtion, thus 
viewed, may comprehend more than People are ready 
to imagine. It is not a paſſing Thought, or fleeting: 
Imagination; we ought not to explain the Words of 
Chritt by the Motions and Nations of our own Spirits : 
We need the Spirit of Chriſt ro explain tha Words of 
Chriſt according to the Mind of Chriſt, 1 Cor. ii. /af. 
We may be ſure, as the Apoſtle ſays, 2 Cor. ii. 5. that 
We are not ſufficient of ourſelves to think any Thing 
as of ourſebves, our Sufficiency mull be of God: And, 
if we can think of nothing aright of ourſelves, far 
eſs we can think of Chriſt: And as none can ſpeak 


Fx of Chriſt, ags call Jeſus Lord, without the Spi- 


mt 


| 2 
rit; ſo neither can we think duly of Chriſt, without 
the Spirit of Chriſt. What then is the Meaning of 
this Queſtion relating to its Act of Thinking, What 
think ye of Chriſt? There are theſe following Parti- 
culars, which I ſuppoſe are implied therein, and which 
J ſhall alſo propote by Way of Query, that you may ſtil! 
ſearch yourſelves ard apply as we go along. 
* (1.) What think ye of Chiti? That is, What know 
ye of Chriſt? what underſtand ye of Chriſt ? Surely 
ye cannot have a right 'Thought of that which ye do 
not know or underſtand, Have ye got the Spirit of 
Wijdam and Revelation in the Knowledge of Chrifl ? 
Eph. 1. 17. Hath the God, who commanded the Light 
to ſhine out of Darkneſs, fined into your Hearts, to 
give you the Light of the Knowledge of his Gry in 
the Face of Jeſus Chriſt? Hath God revealed his 
Sor in o; Gal. i. 16, Have you ſeen the Son? 
He that ſees the natural Sun in the Firmament, hath a 
Thought of it ſuitable to the Sight he hath thereof : 
But a Man that hath been born blind, and never ſaw 
the Light, he cannot have a right Notion or 'Thought 
of the Sun, tho' you ſhould ſpeak never ſo much of 
the Glory of it to him. I have heard of a Man born 
blind, on whom a great deal of Pains was taken to let 
him underſtand what a glorious Creature the Sun was, 
and what bright Beams and Rays it ſends forth thro” 
all the World; but he was ſo far from having any right 
Thoughts about it, that, after all the Pains taken on 
him that was poſſible, he cries out, O now ( ſays he) 
1 know what it is, it is juft like the ſcund of @a Jrun- 
pet. Poor Man; there was the beſt Notion he could 
| {frame about it, for he never had Eyes. So it is here, 
Sirs, we are all born blind, having no ſpiritual Eyes, 
till God open the Eyes of the Underſtanding, and in- 
lighten the Mind in the Knowledge of Chriſt : We 
may ſpeak of his Glory and Excellency ; but the beſt 
© You make of him is, O he is like a very ſtately and 
majeſtick Perſon as ever ye ſaw or heard tell of; and 


ſo you frame ghe Image of a great Man, ſiuing on a 


lofty 


„ 
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n 
ue | lofty Throne, compaſſed about with ſo many fpark- 
of ling Attendants in fine Robes: And what you have 
at heard with your natural Ears of any Perſon, or ſeen 
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1- with your natural Eyes, or can conceive with your 
h natural Underſtanding and Reaſon, helps you to, or 
1 furniſhes you with Materials for framing ſuch a Noti- 


on of him. But what is all this? It is nothing but an 
WV Image of your own Brain, a carnal fantaftical 
y Thought; the true Chriſt is the Image of the inviſible 
0 God, the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, 
f God-Man in one Perſon. Now, have you got a ſpi- 
? ritual Diſcerning ; for © the natural Man receives not 
1 * the Things of the Spirit of God; they are fooliſh- ' 
0 © neſs to him, neither can he know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” The World cannot 
think of Chriſt, far leſs think much of ' him, be- 
cauſe they do not know him: Like #/#p's Cock, con- 
tenting himſelf with, and thinking more of a Barley- 
corn than of a Pearl, becauſe he knew not the Worth 
of it; ſo the World think more of the Barley-corn of 
temporal good things, than they think of che Pearl of 
great Price, becauſe they know it not: Therefore 
the Queſtion imports, What 4»-ww ye of Chriſt ? 
(2.) What think ye of Chril? That is, What be- 
litve ye of Chriſt? Knowledge and Faith are like 
the two Eyes of the Soul; Knowledge is the diſcern- 
ing and apprehending Eye, Faith is e applying and 
appropriating Eye. And as {aving Knowledge is ob- 
jective Faith, and ſaving Faith kducia! %.nowledge ; fo 
without Knowledge we cannot think duly of Chriſt, 
with reſpect to what he 1s in himſelf; and without 
Faith we cannot duly think of Chriſt, with reſpect to 
what he is to us, ſo as to receive th: Record of God, 
namely, That God hath given us eternal Life, and 
© this Life is in his Son,” 1 John v. 11. Which Record 
© whoſoever believeth not, hath made God a Liar, ver. 
10. That the Queſtion concerns this believing Thought: 
of Chriſt, is pla in from the Context, wherein Chriſt 
ſhows they had but unworthy Thoughts of h im, if 
they did not (ee him to be David's Lord, that is, the 
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True God and Eternal Life y in and through Whom, 
as the God-Man, this Life was to be conveyed from 
Ged to Man. This Queſtion then is a Trial of our 
Faith, which Faith is the Evidence of things not ſeen. 
Ard, I fappoſe, one of the Reaſons why Chriſt here 
ſays, What think ye of Chriſt? and not, What think 
ye of me? is, Becauſe tho' now they were ſpeaking 
to him, and ſeeing him with their bodily Eyes; yet 
* their Faith was not to terminate on what was the Ob- 
ject of their Senſe. We have no more Faith than an 
Ox or a Horſe, if we believe no more than we ſee and 
feel: The Brute-beaſts think they have what they find 
they have by Seeing and Feeling ; but what do you, 
that are rational Creatures, think of 'Things that can- 
not be ſeen or felt? Faith is the Evidence of Things 
not ſeen.” 'I he Phari/e#s here, they ſaw Chriſt, they 
ſaw his Miracles; but yet, for all that, they ſaw not 
the true Chriſt by Faith, while they ſaw not his invi- 
ſible Glory, his inviſible Godhead, nor the inviſible 
Seal appended to his Commiſſion for ſaving Sinners. 
Therefore it is not, Nhat think ye of me? Your Eyes 
ſee me, as if I were no more but a Man like your- 
ſelves: But, I hat think ye of Chriſt? Do you be- 
lieve no more of Chriſt than you ſee ? If fo, then you 
have no right Thoughts of Chriſt at all, becauſe you 
have no Faith. My Friends, the Queſtion concerns 
you alſo: It is not, What ſee or feel you of Chriſt ? 
but, What believe you of Chrifi ? There is a threefold 
Seeing or Feeling, that is to be ſeparate from Believe- 
ing. The Fit is a Corporeal Seeing or Feeling: The- 
mas thought it a better Way to believe Chriſt-to be 
riſen, by ſeeing and feeling him,. than by running to 
the Promiſes without Sight of him; and we all natu- 
rally follow him : But Chriſt tells him, that the beſt 
and moſt bleſſed Way was quite contrary to that, John 
- XX. 29. * Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, and yet 
© have believed, Again, 24ly, There is a Rational 
Seeing, that is to be ſeparate from Believing. Tho' 


none can believe, without the Exerciſe of their ratio- 


nal Faculties ſpiritualized; and tho' it be the higheſt 
LT Reaſon 


— 
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Reaſon to believe what God ſpeaks ; yet to make na- 
tural Reaſon the Rule or Ground of Faith, is not to 
believe at all, but the Way to doubt of all that ever 
God ſaid. Thomas conſulted with Reaſon, and Reaſon 


. conſulted with Death and the Grave, whether they 


could ſend their Guelts away back and alive again into 
the World; and ſo he believed not. If Abraham had 


'not ſeparated the Sight of Reaſon from his Faith in the 


promiled Seed, where would his Faith have been? 
Natural Reaſon might ſay, Heark you, Ara bam, Is 
it poſſible that you and Sarah can now have a Son be- 
twixt you, when you're both come to ſuch an Age, 
that you're but dead Stocks? But, when Reaſon began 
to ſpeak, Abraham ſtopt his Ears; he conſidered not 
the Deadneſs of his own Body, nor of Sarah's Womb, 
Rom. iv. 19, 20, 21. * He ſtaggered not at the Promiſe 
of God through Unbelief, but was ſtrong in the Faith, 
giving Glory to God, being fully perſuaded that he 
that had promiſed was able to perform.“ It may be, 
Reaſon is whiſpering into the Ears of ſome here, ſay- 
ing, O Man, Woman, you're but a dead Stock, a dead 
Stone; Do you ever think to be a Child of Abraham, or 
that you'll bring forth Fruit unto God? But, if you, 
believe with Abraham, you'll fay, Hold your Peace, 


. Carnal Reaſon, you're but a blind Fool in the Matters 


of God : Cannot God out of Stones raiſe up Children 
to Abraham ? And as he is able, ſo he hath given me 
many Promiſes in his Word, which he allows me to 
build upon, and commands me to believe. Unbelief 
builds ay upon Senſe and Reaſon, but Faith builds up- 
on the Power and Promiſe of God; What believe you 
of Chriſt? 34%, There is a Spiritual Seeing that is to 
be ſeparated from Faith. It is true, there is a ſpiri- 
tual Seeing of ſanctified Knowledge and Underſtand- 
ing, which I ſpoke of already, that is eſſential to 
Faith; there can be no Believing without this Seeing: 
* He that ſees the Son, aud believes in him, hath e- 
* yerlaſting Life.” But there is a ſpiritual Seeing of 
Experience, or experimental Senſe and Feeling, - 
which is to be ſeparate * Believing; ſuch as 15 
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tual RN ſpiritual Joy, ſpiritual Enlargement, 
or 


or ſuch like ings of the Spirit. Where theſe 
are, they ſhould indeed be cheriſhed with 'Thank- 
fulneſs, as being a Taſte of Heaven, and a comfort- 
able Means of glorifying God on Earth: But it is 
dangerous to make them the Ground of Faith ; for 
they are ebbing and flowing, up and down, it may 
be Twenty Times in the Space of one Sermon z and 
your Faith that is built thereupon will be up and 
down therewith. If you believe no longer thag you ſee 
and feel, no wonder that you be ay doybting when you 
are not feeling. And ſo you're never living by Faith; 
for you're not properly believing, when you're 
feeling; Faith is one Thing, and Feeling another; 
Or, if you build partly on the Feeling of God's Work 
within, you, and partly on the Truth of God's Word 
without you, then you're like One that would build a 
Houle partly on thawing Ice, and partly on a firm 
Rock ; ſurely that Part of the Houle, that was built 


on the Ice, will tumble down whenever the Ice melts : 


But, were the Building of Faith wholly upon the firm 
Rock; that' changes not with the Changes of your 
Senſe and Feeling, you will find no more Cauſe of 


Doubting when you have, than when you want theſe 
. changeable Things ; you would be thankful when you 


have them, and yet not doubtful when you want them. 
Unbelief, which builds upon Things ſeen and felt, ſays 
and thinks, in the Want of theſe, O all is good, and 
Jo razeth the Foundation; but Faith, which 7s the 
Ewinence of Things not ſeen, ſays, even in the Want of 


* theſe, All is yet well and ſecure, Chriſt zs what he 


was, the Promiſe is what it was, the Truth of God is 


- What it was, however I be changed, Theſe are the 


different Thoughts of Faith and Unbelief ; and what 


think ye? I trow, when the Meaning of the Queſti- 


on is, What believe ye of Chriſt? the moſt Part will 


find, that either they have no Faith, or very little. 


Thus Paul believed contrary to Senſe and Feeling, 
when he got the Promiſe of his own Life, and the Lite 


of all that were in the Ship with him, Ads xxvii. 25. 
i believe God, ſays he, that it Gall be even as it was 


told 
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nt, told me. See in Wo. ae he was, when he 
>e thus believed, Verſes 15, 18, 20. their Light was 
k- | gone, the Tempeſt was on them, and all Hope from 
rt- F outward Appearances was gone; yet Paul was aſſured 
is and perſwaded that God would do as he had ſaid: 
for Why, might Unbelief ſay, if the Sun were ſhinning, 
ay | and a fair Wind blowing, if the Sun of Righteouinels 
nd | were ſhining on me, and the Wind of he.venly Influ- 
nd ences blowing, and I were fair before the Wind, then 


ee I would believe: But now, when there is not ing but 
ou Darkneſs and Tempeſts, How can I believe? No in- 
hz; | deed, you cannot, while you make Senſe and Feeling 


re the Ground of your Faith, and not the Truth and Ve- 
T ; racity of God in his Word of Grace and Promiſe. 
k Thus it is in the Matter of Juſtification before God. 
rd The Believer is to look upon hifnſelf as righteous, 
I a through the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; to believe him- 
m ſelf perfect in Chriſt, and fiducially to think himſelf © 
ilt righteous in Chriſt: No, ſays Unbelief, I cannot 


ts: think that, becauſe I feel the contrary ; I feel my own 
m Unrighteouſneſs, Sin and Corruption: Why, if there 
ur were no Senſe or Feeling of Sin, there would be no 
of Room for Faith; If you had a Righteouſneſs of your 
ſe own, and a Feeling thereof, then you would have no 
ou Need of Chriſt's Rig hteouſneſs; but now, that you 
m. have a Feeling of your Unrighteouſneſs; and Sin, 
ys there is Room for Faith, according to ſuch a Word as 


nd that, 2 Cor. v. laſt. * He hath made him to be Sin for 
he © us, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God 


of in him.“ The very Eſſence of Faith here is to believe 
he the quite contrary to what we ſee and feel in ourſelves, 
is | faying, In my ſelf I have no Righteouſneſs, no 
he Strength; but ſurely in the Lord have I Righteouſ- 
at neſs and Strength. Now, tho' I ſhould ſhew no more 
ti- of the Import of this Queſtion, What think ye of Chrift ? | 


11 but theſe TWo, namely, What know ye of Chriſt ? and 
| what believe ye of Chriſt? Surely it is a Matter of * 


2, eternal Conſequence to anſwer this Queſtion, thus ex- 
te lained ; for it you miſs the right Anſwer to theſe Two 
5 n of this Queſtion, your Doom at the Great 
pg 3 Day 
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Day will be dreadful, 2 The/7: i. 7. 8.. © He will be 
© revealed from Heaven in flaming Fire, taking Ven- 
© geance on them that know him not, and obey not 
© the Goſpel ;* that is, who hever had ſuch Thoughts 
of Chriſt, as to know him, and believe in him as the 

Chriſt of God. Again, i 

([z.) Phat think ye of Chriſt? That is, What love ye 
of Chriſt, and what Favour have ye for him? As they 
that know him will believe and put their Trult in him; 
ſo they that believe in him will love him, for Faith 
works by Love. It muſt be a loving Thought, that 
Chriſt here intended by this Queſtion, while in the 
Context he ſets forth himſelf, not only as David's Son, 
but David's Lord, a God-Man, and ſo a glorious Ob- 
ett of Love, altogether lovely. Were our Affections 
enlarged wider than the higheſt Heaven, there is 
Lovelinefs enough in a God-Man to fill it ; and, could 
our Hearts hold an Ocean of Love, there is infinite 
Lovelineſs in Chriſt to beitow it all upon: Every 
Thing in Chriſt is lovely; and therefore the Queſtion, 
What think ve of Chrij! ? muſt be, What love ye of 
Chriſt? If any Man love not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
let him be Anathema Maranatha, 1ays the Apoſtle; 


ſurely they are not Believers, that are not Lovers of 


Chriſt. It is true, Chriſt hath many pretended Lovers, 
that love him only for his Bounty, but not for his 
Beauty, and that ſay they love him; but it is not ſo, if 


you conſider the Qualities of their Love. ½, It is an. 


eaſy Love, they came eaſily by it, without ever get- 
ting their natural Emnity diſcovered or broken: They 


were never humbled for their Want of Love; ſuch a a 


Love is not worth a Farthing. Or, 240, It is an ile 
Love, it does not lead them to his Service, nor draw 
them to their Prayers; his Commands are ſtill griev- 
ous to them, Or, 340, If it be not an idle, it is a 
legal Love It may be the Law comes to them, and 
ſays, as Pharaoh ſaid to the Mraelites, Ye are idle, ye 
are idle, Exad. v. 17. and fo they fall adoing for 
their Life, according to the Do and LIVE of the 
firit Covenant. But it is not Doing from love to 

hq 0 Chriſt: 


\ 
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Chriſt : It is not a Goſpel- Love to him as a Lacu- ul. 
filler, but a legal Love to him as only a Law-giver, 


and as if he was ſtill ſtanding upon the old Covenant 
Terms with them. Or, 4/9, If it it be not a legal 
Love, it is a e and /icentious Love they have to 
him: It is Love with a Latitude, allowing as much 
Room for the Devil as for Chrift, as much Room for 
the World as for Chriſt, and as much Room for Luſts: 
Surely they that have no other Love to Chriſt, but 
ſuch an eaſy, idle, legal, looſe or licentious Love, 
they are not true Lovers; nay, they are true Haters of 
him, and Enemies to him. Let them ſay as they 
will, that they love Chriſt, yet they think nothing of 
him. But, Believer, What think you of Chriſt ? 
When the Meaning of the Queſtion to you is, Sinn 
Son of Jonas, love/t thou me more than theſe? O, can 
you anſwer it with an Appeal, Thou that knoweſt all 
Things, knoweft that I love thee ? or at leaſt, can you 
anſwer it with a Sigh, Wo's me that I cannot love him 
as I ought? Surely, if you have not a Love of De- 
light rejoicing in him, ye have a Love of Deſire la- 
menting after him. Sometimes the loving Soul goes 
to a Communion, and the ſecret Grone 1s, O let me 
find Chriſt at this Occaſion! OI muſt have him, 1 
muſt have him? Why mut you have him? Even be- 
cauſe he muſt have you, Joh x. 16. © Other Sheep 
have, which are not of this Fold; theſe alſo I Must 
bring, and they ſhall hear my Voice.” He hath ſaid 
firſt, I mui have you; and that hath brought you to 
ſay, I nuſt have him. Here are two Neceflities meet- 


ing, his Neceſlity and your Neceſſity; his Neceſſity 


indeed is a pure Neceſſity of Lowe, but your firſt Ne- 
ceflity was the Neceflity of Vant: But, ſince he from 
Love hath a Need of you, as well as you from Want 
have a Need of him, you mult of Neceſſity meet to- 

| gether in Love. You love him, becauſe he firſt, 
loved you; you ſeek him, becauſe he firſt ſought you: 
Therefore henceforth, as he ſeeks you from Love, 
ſo do you not only ſeek him from Want, that is too 
ſelf; but alſo let your Way of ſeeking him grow 
up 


* 


he came to know Chriſt, O, ſays he, 7 count all but 
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up to more Conformity to his Way of ſeeking you, 

namely, from Love, ſaying, Saw ye him wwhom m 

Soul lowveth? Tell him that I am fick of Lowe. O 

what think ye, what love ye of Chriſt? Again, 
(4.) I bat think ye of Chrift ? That is, What eſteem 

ye of Chriſt, or what Eflimate and Valuation have you 


for him? This is plainly imported in the Queſtion 


here. Why, might Chriſt ſay, ye Phariſees are ſhew- 
ing your. ignorant Eſteem of the I aw, by all the Que- 
ſtions you are propoſing about it; but what think ye 
of Chriſt, who is the Lord of the Law, as well as Da- 
wid's Son and Lord ? You have an ignorantly high O- 
pinion of Mae, but what think ye of Chriſt? what 
Honour and Reipe& do you put upon him ? Surely, 
to them that belit ue he is precious; or, as the Word 
imports, he is honourable. Where there is true Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, there is Faith; where there is Faith, 


there is Love; and where there is Love, there is a 


high Eſteem. Some Things, the more they are known, 
the leſs they are eſteemed : But it is not ſo with Chriſt 
they that know him moſt, do eſteem him moſt ; God 
the Father knows him beſt, and he eſteems him moſt 
highly, Ja. xlii. 1. Saints and Angels in Heaven know 
him next beſt, and how they eſteem him, you may 
ſee, Rew, v. 8, 10, 11, 12. The more that any on 
Earth knows him, the more do they eſteem him ; and 
only theſe that do not know him, do not eſteem kim, 
1 Cor. i. 21, 22, 23, 24. They that are beſt Judges, 
think highly of Chriſt. What judge ye, what Eſteem 
have ye of him? There is a fourfold Lodging or 
Room that the Eſteem of Chriſt hath in the Souls of 
them that duly eſteem him. 1. In their Irtelleftive 
Faculty, that is, in their Underſtanding this Eſteem 
lodges, ſaying, O I determine to know nothing but 
Chriſt! O Sirs, if a Man had the Knowledge of all 
the Univerſities in the World concentred in him, and 
yet know not Chriſt, he is but a poor ſilly Sot. Paul, 


brought up at the Feet of Gamaliel, had a great deal 


of Knowledge and human Literature; but whenever 


Dung 


Dung for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chrift Fe- 


ſus my Lord, 2. In their E/4:ve Faculty, that is in 


their Choice does this Eſteem lodge. O they that e- 
ſteem Chriſt, they ſelect and fingle him out for a 
Head and Hu band, with whom they reſolve to live 
and die, ſaying, © Whom have I in Heaven but thee? 
and there is none upon the Earth that I deſire beſides 
© thee.” 3. In their Proſecuti ve Faculty, that is, in 
their Affections does this Eſteem lodge, theſe do ar- 
dently and vehemently purſue after him: As nothing 
can ſatisfy a hungry Man but Food, ſo nothing ſatit- 
fies ſuch a Soul but Chriſt; hence proceeds their In- 
duſtry in the Uſe of Means and Ordinances. 4. In 
their Retentive Faculty, that is, in their Memory 
will this Eſteem alſo lodge; while their Eſteem of 
him makes them remember him, and their Meditati- 
on of him to be ſweet. When I remember thee upon 


/ 
my Bed, and meditate on thee in the Night-wwatch- 


es, my Soul ſhall be ſatisfied as with Marrow and Fat- 
neſs, and my Mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joyful Lips, 
Pfal. Ixiii. 5, 6. What we love and eſteem, will 
have a Lodging in our Minds and Thoughts. And 
where does the Strain of our Thoughts and Medita- 
tions run? is, no doubt, implied in this Queſtion, 
What think ye of Chriſt? What Room do you give 
him in your Heart and Thoughts? Now theſe four 
Particulars, namely, 1. What lie ye, 2. What 
believe ye, 3. What ode ye, 4. What eſteem ye of 
Chriſt ? are here implied. 


The Third Thing here propoſed was, to ſhew the 
Import of this Quetiion formally conſidered, with re- 
ſpect to the Quality of the Act. I have ſhewed what 
may be implied in this Queſtion, with relation to the 
Object, and alſo the Act of Thinking: Now the 
interrogative Particle Mynt, pointing at the Quality 
of this Act, may furnich us with ſome further 
Thoughts anent the Import of the Queſtion, formal- 
ly conſidered. It is the Mat in the Text that now 
I am eſpecially upon; and beſides the General, 
Vat is your Opinion of Chriſt, Nhat is your Judg- 
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ment About Chriſt? there is a fourfold Vat here 
implied. (1.) What Good do you think of him: You 


Phariſees think much Good of yourſelves; Who' 


but you, and your Righteouſneſs, your Alms, your 
Sacrifices, your Temple, your Zeal for Mo/es and the 
Law? But, What think ye of Chriff? Is he no more 
in your View than a mortal Son of a mortal Man? No 
wonder then, ,in this Caſe, you think little Gocd of 
him. Can you aſcend no higher in your Contemplation 
to apprehend him as the Immortal Son of the Immor- 
tal God, the Eternal Son of the Eternal Father, the 
Righteouſneſs of God, the Gift of God, the true Sa- 
crifice, the true Temple, the Antitype of all the Types, 
the Subſtance of all the Shadows, the Fulneſs of all 
the Prophecies and Promiſes? What, do you think 
him good for nothing, but to be deſpiſed, debaſed, and 
trampled upon? What Good do you think of him ? 
(2.) What Gery do you think to be in him? Do you 
not darken his Glory, when you look upon him only 
to be the Son of Dawid, and not alſo to be the Lord 
of David, and the Lord of Glory, the Root and Off- 
ſpring of Dawid; not only the Offspring of David as 
Man, but the Root of David as God? What think 
ye of him as the Glory of God, and the God of Glo- 
ry, bringing in a Diſpenſation much more glorious 
than that of Moes, which Glory was to be done away, 
2 Cor. iii. 7, 8, 9. Chriſt, as the Sent of God, being 
nointed with the Spirit for that End. If the Mini- 
ration of Death written and engraven on Stones was 
glorious, how ſhall not the Miniſtration of the Spirit 
be rather glorious? If the Miniſtration of Condem- 
nation be Glory, much more does the Miniſtration of 
Righteouſneſs exceed in Glory. And what Glory do 
you think to be in Chriſt, who is the Glory of all 
this Glory? Do you ſee Chriſt to be thus glorious, 
and me to be the Chriſt? Tho' now, might he ſay, 
this Glory is under a Vail of Fleſh, a Vail of Exina- 
nition and Humiliation ; yet this mean Appearance 
that I'm making now, as if I were no more but a frail 
mortal Man, was clearly foretold to you by the ow 
| phets 
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phets concerning Chriſt, even that he ſhould be a Man, 
and a Man of Sorrows: Can you ſee nothing of my 
Glory and Excellency under this Vail ? Is there no 
Glory in the Sun, becauſe there is a Cloud betwixt 
you and it? 3. What Uſe do you think he is of? for, 
if he were only the Son of Dawid, he could be of no 
great Uſefulneſs to a periſhing World of Sinners: But, 
do you think and conſider, that herein is the Myſtery 
of Divine Grace? © God ſo loved the World, that he 
* ſent his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
in him might not periſh, but have everlaſting Life.“ If 
the Braſen Serpent, which was but a Type of Chriſt, 
was of Uſe to the ſtung Jraelites, what think you of 
Chriſt? Can any Thing in the World be ſo uſeful to 
Sinners as Chriſt ? Of what Uſe is the Law, where- 
of you're boaſting ? It is but a dead Letter, a killing 
Word, a Sentence of Condemnation, a Death-ſum- 
mons, a dead Warrant againſt them without Chriſt, 
who is the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs. Who 
but Chriſt can reconcile God to Man, and ingratiate 
Man with God? Who but he can fulfil the Law and 
ſatisfy Juſtice for them, pay their Debts, heal their 
Diſeaſes, jultify, ſanctify, and fave them, vanquiſh 
Sin, Death and Hell for them, and at laſt raiſe the 


mouldered Carcaſe from Corruption to Incorruption, 


and inveſt it with a State of everlaſting Glory in the 
higheſt Heaven, with © Fulzeſs of Foy, and Phaſures 
* for evermore at his Right-hand?* Is he an uſeleſs 
Chriſt to you, tho' he fills All in all, and alone can 
give abundant Satisfaction to the immortal Soul, where- 
as all Things elſe are but dry and empty without him, 
and leave Men deſtitute ? O dry Means, dry Miniſters, 
dry Ordinances, dry Sacraments, dry Sermons and 
dry Prayers, if Chriſt be away! O dry Breaſts, if he 
be not the Milk; dry Branches, if he be not the Sap: 
dry Clouds, dry Wells, if he be not the Water! O 
what Uſe think ye he is for? what Work and Service 
have ye for him? 4. What Worth do you think he is 
of? Your Thoughts are employed, might Chriſt ſay, 
how to tempt me with &I Queſtions about the Law, 
E un: 
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undervaluing that Lord God that gave the Law, and 


that now is come in the Perſon of the M to fulfil 
the Law; and is he unworthy to have a Room in your 
Thoughts? or what Worth do you think him of? If 
you judge rightly and think duly of him, you'll find 
he hath more real Worth than all the World beſide : 
For, put all the Creatures in Heaven and Earth in one 


Scale, and Chriſt in another, you'll find them all to be 


lighter than Vanity. This is plain, if you conſider, 
that when all the World of Men and Angels, and 
Creatures were weighed in the Balance with Divine 
Juſtice, they were found too light to counterpoiſe it, 
or-give Satisfaction to it; all they together could not 
1 4 up the full Sum or Value that ſhould ſatisfy that 
Juſtice : It coſt more to redeem a Soul, than all that 
they were worth; The Redemption of the Soul is 
precious, and ceaſes for ever, ſays the Pſalmiſt. But 
Chriſt, having unſearchable Riches, is a Maſs of J rea- 
ſure big enough for the Purpoſe ; and therefore, when 
he was laid in the Balance with infnite Juſtice, he 
was found of Weight enough to poiſe it, without any 
Creature's Help to hold down the Scale: Nay, He 
looked, and there was none to help, none to uphold; 
therefore his own Arm brought Salvation. And he 
© trode the Winepreſs alone, and of the People there 
were none with him,” Iſa. Ixiii. 3. 5. Who among 
the Creatures could go thorow conquering and to con- 
quer, as Chriſt did, when he had Heaven, Earth and 


Hel! to grapple with? What think ye of Chriſt then? 


what Worth do you think he is of? Upon the whole, 
before I leave this Point, let me ask theſe two Que- 
ſtions, to bring home this one, concerning what Worth 
do you think Chriſt is of. The firſt Queſtion is, What 
Price would you buy him at, if you were to buy him ? 
Surely, if you had a due Thought of Chriſt, and a Diſ- 


covery of the Pearl, you would for Joy ſell your All to 


buy it, Matth. xiii. 44, 45, 46. And when all is done, 
you-would ſee your All to be nothing at all, and 


the Pearl to be All in all. Tideed this Treaſure 


13 ſo grear, this Peaxl is ſo precious, that it cannot 
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45 
be bought at any Paice; and therefore the Price of it 


is, No Money, no Price, altogether free, /a. lv. 1. To 
buy here, is to beg, and take freely ; yet, if the Que- 
ſtion be, What would ye give for him, if he were to 
be bought?” Surely, if you knew your own Need, 
and his infinite Fulneſe and Suitableneſs for you, the 
Oueſtion will ſuggeit ſome great Thought of Chriſt. 
C thouſzad thouſand Works, if I had then, would 
I; ve for him Yea, but there are ſome that hold him 
at very los Price, tney would not give a Groat or 
a Sixp<nce for Chriſt or his Intereſt, they would not 
art with a Shilling or a Crown for Chriſt or his 
Cauſe, Chriſt or his Goſpel; nay, they will not part 
with a beaſtly Luſt for him, their Idols and the World 
are of greater Price to them. But there aze Others 
that know his Worth better, and are willing to forſake 
all for him, Matth. xix. 27. We hawe forſaken all, and 
followed thee; the holy Martyrs thought not their 
Lives and their Hearts-blood too dear for Chriſt, 
Rew. Xi. 11. They loved not their Lives unto the Death, 
that is, they deſpiſed their Lives in Compariſon 
of Chriſt, they expoſed their Bodies to horrible and 
painful Deaths, their temporal Eftates to the Spoil, 
taking joyfuliy the Spoiling of their Goods, and ex- 
poſing their Perſons to all Manner of Shame and 
Contempt for the Cauſe of Chriſt. O but a Soul 
that by Faith apprehends the Worth of Chriſt, will 
chcerfully and willingly give all for him; and, hav- 
ing won Chriſt, will go away rejoicing, and think his 
Penyworth to be very good, very great! The ſe- 
cond Queſtion is, has Rate would ye. fell him at, 
if ye were to ſell him? Judas ſold him, and the 
High Prieſts bought him for Thirty Pieces of Silver, 
A goodly Price that I was prized at of them. Lech. 
xi. 13. It is ironically ſpoken, 4 bonny Price indeed 
for a God-Man ; call it to the Potter, ſays the Lord. 
Men of darkned Uunderſtandings, corrupt Minds, 
and depraved Affections, will fell Chriſt and his 
Cauſe, Chriſt and a good Conſcience for a Trifle : 
yea, many betray his Cauſe for ſome poor worldly 
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Conſideration. O for ſuch a Spirit as J read of in 
the Forty Martyrs, that ſuffered ſo valiantly under 
Licinius, Anno 300, that when Agricolaus his Depu- 
ty, one of the Devil's Agents, ſet upon them ſeveral 
Ways to draw them to deny Chritt, and at laft tempted 
them with an Offer of Money and Preferment, they 
all cried out with one Conſent, | Gy. O aidiotes, O 
adiotes, chremata dides ta apomenonta ; J O Eternity, 
Eternity, give us Money that æuill laſt to ! ternity, and 
Gold that <vill abide for ever, ſuch as Chriſt can give 
us: They lighted that pitiful Wealth which was 
current only in this beggarly World, when comin 
in Competition with Chriſt and his durable Riches ; 
they would not ſell Chriſt for a World, nay not for 
a World of Worlds. O at what Rate would you fell 
Chrift! Surely, if you think duly and highly of 
him, you'll buy him at any Rate, bur fell him at no 
Rate. It is ealy indeed to frame a paſſing Thought, 
O who would put Chriſt in the Balance with any 
Thing! But ſtay till a Day of Trial come, and the 
Queſtion he A e cloſs home, Now, aui you guit 
Chriſt and his Cauſe, or will you quit with Fa- 
ther and Mother, and Wife and Children, and 
Eflate and Fortune, Houſes and Yards, and Life and 
all? I trow that would be a hard ' Queſtion ; SAin 


for Skin, and all that a Man hath will he give for 


his Life, he will quit all before he quit with hts 
Life. Surely, if Chriſt be your Life, you would quit 
all other Lives for him, a natural Life, a temporal 
Life, a Life of Pleaſure, a Life of Honour, a Life of 
Eaſe and worldly Accommodations ; and if you think 
much of him, there is ſome Life you have quit for 
him already, at leaſt in Part, and in Deſire and En- 
deavour, namely, a Life of Sin, a Life of Self, a Life 
of legal Righteouſneſs, that the Life you live may be 
a Life of Faith on the Son of God. Now, I ſuppoſe 
all theſe Hat's are imported in the Queſtion, 1 What 
God do you think of him? 2. What Glory do you 
think to be in him? 3. What U/ do you think he 
18 for? 4. What Worth do you think he is of, uu 
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he is to be bought or uf 7 T'his Queſtion bears all 
theſe in its Boſom, What think ye of Chriſt ? ; 
The 4% and la Thing propoſed upon the Expli- 
cation of the Import of the Queſtion, was, to ſhew 
the Import of it, ſubjectively conſidered, or with re- 
ſpe& to the Perſons that are the Subjects thereof, or 
to whom the Queſtion is put, in the Pronoun ge, 
What think ye of Chriſt? And under this Conſidera- 
tion we may take a fourfold View of the Queſtion, 
(1.) View it as it was put to the Fewvs in general, for 
ſo were theſe to whom Chriſt is here ſpeaking, Ye 
that are Feaus, what think ye of Chriſt? Ve that are the 
People of whom, concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came, 
for (as ye own concerning Chriſt) he is the Son of 
Dawid; and ye are the People to whom he and his 
Goſpel behoved firſt to come, for Salvation is of the 
Jews, John iv. 22. Ye are his own People, and 
what think ye of Chriſt? Alas, He came to his 
„ own, and his own received him not, they thought 
nothing of him when he came; and therefore, as Paul 
lays, Acts xxviii. 28. The Salvation of God is ſent 
to the Gentiles, * and he adds, They <will hear it. 
Now, of Conſequence, Chriſt and the Goſpel, and 
this Queſtion with it, comes to you, Gentiles, ſaying, 
what think ye of Chriſt ? O will ye think nothing of 
him; or will ye make Paul a Liar, who ſaid ye ſhould 
hear it ; or rather, will ye give the Lie to the Spirit 
of God ? Nay, whatever the moſt part do, yet © as 
many as were ordained to eternal Life will be 
brought to think highly of Chriſt, by getting the ſa- 
ving Knowledge, Faith, Love and Eiteem of him. 
(2.) View the Queſtion as it was put to the Phari- 
ſees, a ſet of Hypocrites and Self-righteous Perſons ; 
Ye that are Phariſees, what think ye of Chriſt ? Ye 
are ſtrict Obſervers of the Letter of the Law, and 
think much of your long Prayers, your giving Alms 
ot all that you poſſeſs, your Faſting twice a «Week, 
your being no open Drunkards, Whoremongers, Ex- 
tortioners, nor like this or that Publican ; but while 
you think ſo much of yourſelves and your own Righ- 
teouſneſs 
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teouſmeſs, and think . of Curt. Publicans and 
Harlts go into the Kingdom before you ; therefore, what 
think ye of Chriſt the Son of David, the Lord of Da- 
wid, the Lord of the Law, by whom alone everlaſting 
Righteoufneſs is brought in, anſwering the Spirit, and 
not the Letter of the Law oniy ? The Queſtion then 
comes to be propoſed to all of the ſame Kidney with 
thele Piriſces; Ye that are Hypocrites and ſelf juſti- 


fying Perions, what think ye of Chriſt? Ve that are 


thinking, O you're an honeit Man, you have ay been 
a good Neighbour, juſt in your Dealing, civil in your 
Carriage, and ſo you fancy yourſelf to be touching 
the Law blameleſs ; What, Man are you content to be 
judged by the. Law ? then to Cz/ar let us go, to the 
Law let us go; but only look the law broad in the 
Face, look not only to the Out fide of the Law, like 
a May looking only to the Back and Out-fide of a 
Looking-glais, or to the Frame and Edge of it, where 
he does not fee himſelf ; but look to the In-fide of 
the Looking-glaſs of the Law, to the Spirituality of 
it; ſet your Face to the Face of the Glaſs, and as 
you will ſee what a deformed filthy Creature you are, 
ſo you wil! find it curſing you to your Face, and 
curling you to Hell for every wicked Thought as well 
as Action, ſaying, Curſed is every one that continues 
. met in all Things written in the Boot of the Law to do 
them. Therefore you have need to think again, and 
think better chan ever you did, about a Law-uſtifying 
Righteouſneſs, and to think there is need of this Que- 
ſion, What thick ye of Chriif? (3.) View the 
Queſtion as it was put to the Sadducees; for it 
ſeems they were combined with the Phariſces here 
againſt Chriſt, if you compare Verſ. 23, & 34. Now, 
theſe Sadducees were a Sett of People that denied the 
Immortality of the Soul, the Reſurrection of the Bo- 
dy, the Exiſtence of Spirits and Angels, As xxiii. 8. 
in a word they were half Atheiſts, if not wholly fo, 
like the graceleſs Wits of our Day, that call themſelves 
Free thinkers; Well, ſays Chriſt, what think ye of 


Chriſt? whoſe Son is he? If you could view him as 
not 
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not only Dawid's Son, but David's Lord and God ; 
and as the Cod of Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, not 
the God of the Dead, but of the Living ; would you 
perſiſt in theſe Atheiſtical Tenets, concerning the Re- 
ſurrection of the Body, the Being of Souls? No, no. 
The Queſtion then is applicable to all that Sort of 
People: Ye that are Athei/ts, Deilis, and damnably 
erroneous Free-thinkers, O what think ye of Chrilt ? 
No Doubt, with Herod and his Men of War, you ſet 
him at nought : But O, will you think again and 
recal your Thoughts ? letthem fix upon Chrilt a while, 
and you ſhall find all the Truths of the Bible cleared 
and vindicated, by him who is the Truth itſelf ; and 
that this eternal Son of God 1s ſent from the Father, 
of Purpoſe to confirm them by his Doctrine, Life, 
Death and Reſurrection. Again, (4.) View the Que- 
ſtion, with Reſpect to its general Deſign, which is 
(together with all other Scriptures) the Profit of all 
to whom it comes, for their Reproof, Correction, or 
Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, 2 Jim. iii. 16. and for 
convincing of Sinners, or confirming of Saints: And ſo 
it comes to all and every one of us, Miniſters or Peo- 
ple, High and Low, Rich and Poor, what think ye 
of Chriſt? And here I have Occaſion to look round 
about me, and aſk the Queſtion at all and every one 

that hears me; and indeed we may begin firſt at our- 
ſelves. ©O we that are Miniſters, what think we of 
Chrilt ? Is he the Son and Lord of David, the eter- 
nal Son of God ? Surely we cannot think, or ſpeak, 
or preach too much of Chriſt. It is our Honour, if 
we can ſay, We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Je- 
ſus the Lord ; and that to us, who are the leaſt of all 
Saints (may ſome of us ſay) ſhould this grace be given, 
to preach among the Gerti/es the Unſearchable Riches 
of Chriſt ; But, while we ſpeak of Chriſt to others, 
what do we think of Chriſt ourſelves ? To be ſure, if 
we do not think of Chriſt as we ought, we will not 
ſpeak of Chriſt as we ought. Chriſt in the Heart, and 
Chriſt in the Mouth, make right Preaching. If any 
preach Chriſt out of Envy, as the Apoſtle ſays, it is 
| Tg well 
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well that Chriſt is preached ; but as it muſt be but 
heartleſs bungling Work to ſuch, ſo they would do 
well to conſider, that the Queſtion is not, What preach 
yeof Chriſt ? but, What think ye of Chriſt ? Again, 
O ye that are the People, What think ye of Chriſt ? 
whatever be your State or Condition, Sex or Quality, the 
Queſtion comes to you ; and let none of you dare to 
neglect the pondering on it, when Chriſt himſelf is 
poſing you with it, what think ye of Chriſt ? Ye that 
are Magiſtrates, or in Places of Power, Truſt and 
Authority, what think ye of Chriſt ? Are you em- 
ploying your Power for Chriſt, and his Cauſe: and 
Intereſt ? Ye that are Maſters, or Miſtreſſes of Fami- 
lies, what think ye of Chriſt ? Is it the Language of 
your Soul, As for me and my Houſe we will ſerve 
the Lord? Are you deſiring with Abraham to com- 
mand your Children, and your Houſhold after you, 
to keep the Ways ofthe Lord, and praying for them, 
and inſtructing them in the Knowledge of Chriſt ? 
Again, Ye that are Children under your Parents, O 
what think ye of Chriſt ? Whoſe Son is he? Do you 
know him to be the Son of Dawid, and the Son of 
GOD too? And would it not be your great Hap- 
pineſs, to be the Sons and Children of God in him? 
Your Father and Mother may die, and leave you, 
therefore it is your beſt to ſeek an Intereſt in him to 
be your everlaſting Father. 

Ye that are Servants, w hat think ye of Chriſt ? 
Would you have him for your Matter and Lord ? Is it 
not the greateſt Honour to be his Servants, who 1s Da- 
wid's Lord? He that was Dawid's Son, was David's 
Maſter; and as Dawid in Spirit called him Lord, fo, 
ſhould not all that is within you call him Lord? Serve 
your Maſters honeſtly, but let him who is the Lord of 
Lords be a Maſter above all Maſters to you. Ve that 
are Tradeſmen, what think ye of Chriſt? Have you 
no Trading with Heaven? Does your Civil Trade in 
a World take up all your 'Thoughts ? Surely it is ei- 


ther an unlawful Trade, or unlawfully uſed, that can- 


not conſiſt with this Chriſtian Trade of giving the Chief 
of your Thoughts te him, that is the Cluef _— 
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Ten theuſand. Ve that are Huſbandmen, what think 
ye of Chriſt ? Do you think more of your Ploughs 
and Oxen, or Corn and Cattle, and Barns and 
Goods, than of glorious Chriſt ? Do you not know, whe- 
ther you be Tenants, Feuars or Freeholders, that you 
are Tenants to him, and hold your All of him? Are 
you more taken up in thinking of a great Crop, or a 

ood Harveſt, than of him who is the Lord of the 
Res both in a natural and ſpiritual Senſe, and 
Lord of all that you have? Ve that are mean Cotters, 
what think ye of Chriſt? Wo's me, does your Cote- 
houſe, and your Cow, and your Kail-yard, ly nearer 
your Heart than precious Chriſt ? O ! if you were 
acquainted with Communion with him, you would 
find a mean Cottage with Chriſt better than a prince- 
ly Palace without him. Ye that are poor Beggars, 
what think ye of Chriſt? 'To the Poor the Goſpel 
is preached ; to you is Chriſt and his unſearchable 


Riches offered; but I fear there are ſome of you think 


more ofa Half-penny than you think of Chriſt : Ever- 
laſting Poverty and Miſery will be your Portion, if 
your Thoughts be not changed and renewed. You 
come to Communion-Occaſions only to beg Alms, 
not knowing that then you are at the Beautiful Gate 
ofthe Temple, where you might get an Alms that 
would enrich you for ever. You have the Art of 
begging from Men, and from Door to Door, but 
perhaps you never think of begging at Chriſt's Door: 
O will you begin to think, and to think of Chriſt, 
before the Door of Mercy be ſhut ! Again, ye that 
are rich, and wealthy in the World, What think ye 
of Chriſt ? Hath he given you Riches, think you, to 
ſteal] away your Hearts from him, or rather to im- 
prove them for, and conſecrate them to his Honour, 
and for the Good of others, eſpecially of the Houſhold 
of Faith? Men may court your Favour, but you are 
to be pitied, as a poor miſerable Wretch, if you have 
your Portion only in this Life; tho' you had all the 
Gold of Ophir, without Chriſt you have nothing but 
a Shadow, you are deſtitute of the true Subſtance. You 
G 2 that 


which would have been better beſtowed upon Chriſt, 
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that are wiſe, mighty or noble, what think ye of 
Chriſt? May it not ſtartle you alittle, that he hath 
ſaid, Not many wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not ma- 
n y mighty, not many noble are called; but God hath 


choke the fooliſh, weak, baſe and deſpicable Things“. 


of the World : You have no Reaſon to deſpair, for 
he hath not ſaid vt any of them; but yet you 
have Reaſon to think where you are, for he bath laid 
not many of them: And indeed, as an Evidence of 
this, look to the great Men of our Day, you'll ſee, 
that the Generality of the Nobility and Gentry of 
Scotland and England, they think very little of 
Chriſt. You that are Scholars and Students, 
what think ye of Chriſt ? what will all the Wiſdom 
and Literature, liberal Arts and Sciences, and beſt Ac- 
compliſhments in the World avail you, without 
Chritt? They will qualify you to be more eminent 
Servants to the Devil, and his Intereſt, if you learn 
not Chriſt together with them. You may be Stu- 
dents of Latin, Greek and Hebrew, Students of Phi- 
loſophy, Aſtronomy, Atrology, Geography, and Ma- 
thematicks, yea, and Students of Divinity too ; and 
yet loſe all your Pains, if you do not ſtudy Chriſt. 
Ye that are ignorant and illiterate Perſons, what think 
ye of Chriit ? It may be ye cannot read the Bible; You 
was never at a School : your Parents died when you 
were young, or elſe were poor, and could not, or grace- 


leſs, and would not ſet you to the School; or if vou 


can read, that is all: You know not fo much as the fir 
Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt, and can hardly 
tell whoſe Son he is. If you could be brought this 
Day to think highly of Chriſt, then ſhould you know, 
and follow on to know the Lord. O neglect not hen 
forth the Means of the Knowledge of Chriſt ; if va 
learn of him, he will make you wiſer than the reſt of 


the World, for as far behind as you are, even wiſe un- 


to Salvation. Ye thatare old Men and Women, what 
think ye of Chriſt ? How many Thouſands and Milli- 
ons of Thoughts have you beſtowed upon the Devil, * 
the World and your Luſts, and Idols in your Time, 


oh. + 


and the Concerns of your cternai Salvation ? And now, 
hat Death, Judgment and Eterniq are hard at Hand, 
O, how can you think of going down to the Grave, 
and in to an everlaſting State, without being in Caie to 
anſwer this Queſtion to Purpoſe, What think ye of 
Chrift ? Ye that are young Men and Women, what 
think ye of Chriſt? Ye are now in the Flower of your 
Age; O, ſhall not Chriſt have the Flower of your 
Thoughts, that according to the Father's Promiſe to 
him, he may have the Dew of his Youth, by your 
Dedicating to him the Dew of your Youth,and fleeing 
all youthful Luſts ? Ye that arc Bairis and Little-ones, 
Lads and Laſſes, Boys and Girls, capable to think, O 
what think ye of Curiſt? Alas, Bairns (to ſay a Word 
to you) yu may ſee what ill He gts you have, that 
malte you think more of little Plays and Trifles, Nig- 
nays, and Butterflies, than you think of Chriſt: You 
mind any Thing ſooner than your Creator or Re- 
deemer, whom God calls you to remember- in the 
Days of your Youth. Therefore, after this, when 
vou are playing, will you think more of praying ? for 
Gad ſays, I oe them that liue me, and they that- 
ject me early all find me: And think more of reading 
the Bible, like young Timothy, who, from a Child, 
knew the holy Scriptures.” In a Word, if there be any 
Body here that thinks I have miſt them, know that 
the Question is to all and every one of you, What 
think ze of Chi O graceleſs World ! How unwor- 
thily do you think of Chriit ? The covetous Man 
tainks more of a _groat than of Chriſt, like Demas. 
\mbit:ous Men think more of a Hit than of Chriſt; 
like Human, or as Saul, who ſaid to Samuel, Ho- 
nour me before the People. The voluptuous Man 
{2111s more of a bafe Luit, than of Chriſt. The 
Drunkard thinks more of a hearty Cup, than of 
Chriſt. The glutton thinks more of a hearty Meal, 
than of Chrict. The proud Man thinks more of 
him, elf, than of Chriſt. Pride of Righteouſneſs thinks 
more of Prayers, and Attendance on Ordinances, than 
ot Chriſt, Pride of Grace thinks more of a good 
| Frame 
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Frame, than of Chriſt. Pride of Wiſdom thinks mor Hod i 


of a Witticiſm, or of a fine Diſcourſe, than of Chrii KF the 
Price of Beauty thinks more of a Skin-deep Com Ways 
plexion, than of Chriſt, Pride of Bravery thinl:he C 
more of a fine uit of clot cs, than of Chriſt, tho ;/abli 
the filly Sheep wore it e her Back before them. Be. Ihe 7 
hold how Chriſt is vilified and undervalued in the not! 
World! But, O Believer, What think ye of Chriſttknow 
Surely, if you ben gracious Perſon, Chriſt will be tofpng al 
vou a precious Perſon ; and you'll wonder at the Fol-KKnoy 
ly and Madneſs of the World, that ſets every Thingiket 
above Chriſt, in their Thoughts and Eſteem : Way, nan! 
they are ignorant of Chriſt, and ignorant of themſelves hip 
if they were convinced of their Sin and Miſery, ' theyre : 
would think muco of a Saviour and Redeemer ; iffdone 
they knew their Diſeaſe, they would think much offflike, 
ſuch a Phy ſician to heal then; if they knew their Na · ¶ſhip 

kednefs, they would think much of ſuch a Garment toſ conc 
clothe them; if they knew their Pollution, theyſorea 
would think much of ſuch a Fountain to waſh them; The 
if they knew their deep Arrears to Divine Juſtice, andÞÞturc 
Dyvour-ſtate, they would think much of ſuch a Surety Knd 
to pay their Debt. Surely, if they knew, they would] reac 
not thus deſpiſe the Lord of Glory. However, be it diſc 
known to all and every one of you, that this Queſtion ¶ Juc 


y 


is put to you; and you ought to put it to yourſelves, ſh fibl 
before God, by diſcovering what you are, and where ma 
you ſtand. And now, having opened the Import off by 
the Queſtion, in the ſeveral Brauches of it, I proceed get 
next to. of | 
THIRD HEAD. | So 
The Third general Head propoſed, namely, to of. is 
fer ſome Reaſons of the Doctrine, why this is the great In 
leading Queſtion in the Chriſtian Catechiſm, by G 
which People are to try themſelves; or why til 7 
Queſtion is put as a 'Touchitone, for diſcovering what 2h, 
Mettal we are of, ¶ hat think ye of Chrijl 2 Why, th 
1. This Queſtion is put, What think ye of Ci i: V 
becauſe, without right Thoughts of Chriſt, there B. 
no right Thought of God; and without the K 
edge 


more 


1 
dge of Chriſt, nk no true Knowledge of Cod. 
od is an inviſible God, and Chriſt only is the Image 


hari. the inviſible God, Col. 1. 15. There are three 
dom. NVays to know, ſee and apprehend God: One is, by 
in: he Creatures he hath made, Rom. i. 20. The in- 
tho'Þp;/ible Things of God are clearly ſeen from the Creation of 
Be. he World, even his eternal Power and Godhead : 
the Another is by the Scriptures, for they make God 
riſtnown; but the Third and only ſaving Way of know- 


e to 
Fol- 
ning 


Thy, 


ves; 
they 
* 
1 © 


ng and apprehending God, is by Chriſt. Now, the 
Knowledge of God, that we have by the Creatures, is 
ike the Knowledge we have of a Man by his Work- 

anſhip, which he hath wrought : If the Workman- 
ſhip be rare and excellent, ſuch as hath required great 
Art and Strength, then we conceive the Man that hath 

one it, hath been a wife Man, a ſtrong Man, and the 
like, according to the Nature of the Workman- 


-Wſhip : So, when we know God by the Creatures, we 


conceive, that the God that made them, muſt be a 
great God, a wile God, a powerful God, But next, 


Ine Knowledge that we have of God by the Scrip- 


tures 3 1 mean, the literal Knowledge, is like that 
Knowledge that one gets of a ſamous learned Man, by 
reading what he writes : If in his Writing he hath 
diſcovered much Learning, vaſt Senſe, and folid 
judgment, accordingly we conceive him to be a ſen- 
lible judicious Man. So, by reading the Word, we 
may conceive of God's Excellency, as we do of a Man 
by his Writing ; but the Knowledge of God, that we 
get by Chriſt, is like that Knowledge which one gets 
of a King, by having ſeen his Image, or rather his 
Son, who is as like him as he can look. Now, Chriſt 
is ſo like the Father, and fo truly and really his 
Image, that tho' blind A4rians cannot fee the eſſential 
Glory of the Father in him, yet he ſays to Philip, 
Fohn xiv. g. He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Ta- 
ther. Now, in the Book of the Creature we may fee 
the Being of God, in the Book of the Scripture the 
Will of God: But above all theſe, we have another 
Book, wriigzen, as it were, with the Rays of the Sun, 
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even Chriſt, whom we may cal! a Books, for he is ſtill 


| [ Gr. 0 Logos tu Theo, tne Word of Cod; but he is 


not made with Ink and Paper, he is a living Book, 
a living Picture and Repreientative of the Father, the 
Brightneſs of his Glory, and the expreis Image of his 
Perion, Heh. i. 3. Ihe ſaving Knowledge of God is 
by Chriſt, Jom i. 18. and in Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
And again, hence, = 

2. This Queſtion is put, What think ye of Chriſt ? 
becauſe. without right Thoughts of Chriit, there can 
be no Religion, and conſequently no Salvation. There 
is no coming to God, but in Chriſt, % xiv. 6. I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no Mon cometh to 
the Father, but by me. Without believing Thoughts 
of Chriſt, then we cannot worſhip God aright or ac- 
ceptably ; ſor without Faith it is impeſſible tor to pleaſe 
God, Heb. xi. 6. And J have ſhewed you already, that 
righc Thinking 1s Believing ; and without believing 
in him, there is no Salvation: He that believes not, 
ſhall be damned ; for there is no other Name given un 
der Heaven, whereby we mult be ſaved, neither is there 
Salvation in any other, Acts iv. 12. A Man, that can- 
not think of Chriſt as he ought, cannot perform a re- 
ligious Action as he ought: As the evil Man, out of 
the evil Treaſure of his Heart, brings forth evil 
Things; ſo a good Man, out of the good Treaſure 
of his Heart, brings forth good Things, Mate. xii. 35. 
Now Chriſt in the Heart, by his Spirit, is indeed a 
good Treaſure; and as natural Thoughts produce 
natural Actions, carnal Thoughts carnal Actions; 
ſo ſpiritual Thoughts bring forth ſpiritual Actions, 


and Chriſtian Thoughts Chriſtian Actions. True Re- 


ligion begins and 2dvances with the right Thougnts 
of God. I defy a Man that knows the Lord, to pray 
or worſhip God comfortably, without ſome due Ap- 
prehenſion of Chriſt; for as in Chriſt alone God is 


well pleaſed, ſo it is in the View of Chriſt, or of ſh 


God in him, that the Soul is well pleaſed. 

3. This Queſtion is put, What think ye of Chriſt ? 
becauſe it is the beſt Rule of Self examination, ſeeing, 
a 


ſchis Queſtion, which ſwallows up all their 
land comprehends all that is neceſſary to be 


$7 
as Mens Thoughts of Chriſt are, ſo is their State; as 
Men think in their Heart, ſo are they, Prov. xxiii. 7. 
If a Man be riſen with Chriſt, then his Thoughts and 


Affections are ſet on Things above, where Chrift fits 


on the right Hand of God, Gol. iii. 1, 2. If you be 
Chriſtians indeed, then you have Chniſt in you the 
Hope of Glory, Col. i. 27. and if Chriſt be in you, 
he will have a high Room in your 'Thought and E- 
ſteem ; and therefore it is laid down as the beſt Rule 
of Examination, 2 Cor. xiii. 15. Examine your ſelues, 
whether ye be in the Faith, prove your ſelves, know ye 
not your own ſelves, how that Chriſl Feſus is in you, ex- 
cept ye be Reprobates? I any Man bade not the Spi- 


rt of Chriſt, he is none of his, Rom. viii. 9. Now, they 
- | that have the Spirit, do mind the Things of the Spirit, 
he Things of God, and particularly the CHRIST .of 


God. 
4. This Queſtion is put, Phat think ye of Chriſt ? 
becauſe this Queſtion comprehends all other Queſtions 
in Religion. After the Phariſees had done with aſking, 
their kittle Queſtions about the Law, Chriſt propoſes 
ueſtions, 
own z 
and if we could anſwer this Queſtion to Purpoſe, we 
would be in Caſe to anſwer all the Queſtions that con- 


cern both the Law and the Goſpel ; for Chriſt is the 
End of the Law, and the Suni of the Goſpel. 


They 
that know Chriſt, they know where to find all the 
Righteouſneſs that the Law requires, and all the Grace 
that the Goſpel promiſes; and ſo this Queſtion is the 
Compend of the CHriſtian Catechiſm, and that not on- 
ly with Reſpect to Knowledge, but alſo with Reſpect to 
Practice and Experience. Chriſt is the Sum of practi- 
cal Godlineſs, for without him you can do nothing, 
and by him ſtrengthning you, you can do all Things. 
And Chriſt is the Sum of experimental Religion alſo; 
that Experience is not worth much, that hath'not 
Chriſt for the Sum total of it, for it is out of his Ful- 

eſs we receive Grace for Grace: And when a Man can 
ay, Beholding wann, have been changed __ 
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the ſame Image, it is a rich Experienee. In a Word, 


all Queſtions that relate to Chriſtian Experience may 
be reduced to this one, What think ye of Chrift? If 
the Queſtion be, What know ye of Conviction? What 
know ye of Converſion? What know ye of Illuminati- 
on ? What know ye of Regeneration ? What know ye 
of Juſtification? What know ye of Sanctification? 
What Intereſt have ye in Chriſt ? What Part and Por- 
tion have ye in the Son of ee? What Share have ye 
of his Grace, and what Hope of his Glory ? All ſuch 
Queſtions may be anſwered with the Anſwer of this, 
What thin ye of Chriſt ? 

5. This Queſtion, I hat think ye of Chriſt ? is put. 
becauſe he would, by this, put a Stop, and give a 
Check to all unneceſſary curious Queſtions : They 
were but curious Queſtions at beſt, that the Saddu- 
cees and Phariſces had asked of Chriſt ; but here 
Chriſt gives a Check to them, by a Queſtion of ever- 
laſting | "ache Some, that are but witleſs Profel- 
ſors, ſhew a deal of Curioſity in ſome of their Queſti- 
ons, ſuch as, Lo awas Melchizedeck's Father ? and 
the like? but O here's a more neceſſary Queſtion, 
Who was Chriſt's Father? what think ye of Chriſt, 
and whoſe Son is he? Here is an Ocean of Wiſdom, 
that you may profitably dive into, and yet never win 
to the Bottom of it; for who can anſwer that Queſtion 
about Chriſt's Father, Prev. xxx. 4. What is his Name, 
and what is his Son's Name, if thou canſt tell? 

6. This Queſtion is put, What think ye of Chrill * 
becauſe our Thoughts are but loſt, if they be not 
wared upon him: Till we be brought to think of 
Chriſt duly, all our Thoughts are but loſt Thoughts, 
and vain Thoughts; O Jeruſalem, waſh thine Heart 
from Wickeaneſs, how long ſhalt vain Thoughts lodge 
wwithin thee ? The Lord tees the Thoughts of Men to 
be but Vanity; our Thoughts are like Birds flying 
from Mountam to Mountain, and ſkipping from Place 
to Place ; and like Bairns running after Butterflics, 
their Pains are loſt; and ſo are our Thoughts loſt, 
while they are not terminate upon Chriſt, 


7. This 
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7. This Queſtion is put, Nhat think ye of Chris? 
becauſe there are ſo many miſtaken Thoughts of 
Chriſt in the World; He is deſpiſed and rejected of Men: 
The World is filled with Prejudice againſt him ſay- 
ing, Can any good Thing come out of Nazareth? 
Therefore we ought to come and ſee, and coniider 
what he is, and whoſe Son he is, that we may not run 
into the ſame common Miſtake with the reſt of the 
World, and that we may not take him for a Root en- 
of a dry Ground, Iſa. liii. 2. Having no Form or come - 
lineſs. 

8. This Queſtion is put to us, Phat think ye of 
Chriſt ? becauſe we have miſtaken Thoughts of other 
Things, while we have not right Thoughts of Chriſt. 
The Phariſees had miſtaken Thoughts of God and his 
Law, becauſe they had not right Thoughts of Chriſt; 
therefore Chriſt propoſes this Queſtion. And indeed, 
Sirs, we miſtake God, we miſtake the Law, we mif- 
take the Goſpel, we miſtake our ſelves, we miſtake 
our Duty, we miſtake every Thing, as long as we 
miſken Chriſt. A Man may miſtake fo far, as to thiniz 
that he is about his Duty to God, and yet may be 
fighting againſt God, while Chriſt is not known or 
thought upon, Ad xxvi. 9. I werily thought that J 
ought to do many Things contrary to the Name of Jeſus 
of Nazareth, ſays Paul; and accordingly he was per- 
lecuting Chriſt in his Members; yet he thought he 
was doing God Service, till once Chrift diſcovered 
himſelf, and cried to him, ſaying, Saul Saul, auby 
per ſeeuteſ? thou me? Then he began to think of Chriſt, 
laying, ho art thou, Lord? Why, I am Jeſus auh 
thou perſecutgſt. Whenever he began to think duly 
of Chriſt, then he {aw he had been in a Miſtake. People 
may think verily they oug ht to do this and that againſt 
ſome of God's Children; but, if they had other 
Thoughts of Chriſt, they would have other Thoughts of 
their Duty, and would ſee that verily they ought not to 
do ſo. Again, Paul thought his own Righteouſneſs 
Gain, betore he knew Chrilt ; but then he thought it 
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Loſs: What Things wvere Gain to me, theſe I counted 
Pofs for Chrift. | 

9. This Queſtion is put, What think ye of Chriſi? 
becauſe thus you may come to underſtand what are 
his Thoughts of you. It is true, His Thoughts are not 
our Thoughts, nor his Ways our Ways ; for as the Hea- 
wens are higher than the Earth, ſo are his Thoughts 
higher than our Thoughts: And hence he may have 
Thoughts of Mercy towards a poor Soul, that thinks 
there is nothing but Wrath in his Heart againſt it. But 
this I ſay, That as to your knowing and underſtanding 
of his Thoughts towards you; as, on the one Hand, a 
Man in a natural State cannot have high, believing and 
becoming Thoughts of Chriſt, and fo cannot conclude 
that Chriſt hath any favourable Thoughts of him, 
while he remains thus in Unbelief and Deſpiſing of 
Chriſt ; nay, he may know and underſtand, if he re- 
main in that State thoughtleſs of Chriſt, and diſregard- 
ing him, that Chriſt will come in flaming Fire and 
take Vengeance on him, 2 The/. i. 7, 8. So, on the 
other Hand, the Man that hath got ſuch Diſcoveries 
of Chriſt, as to create high, ſpiritual and elevated 
'Thoughts of Chriſt, he may from thence underſtand, 
that Chriſt thinks well of him, and that his Thoughts 
towards him are Thoughts of Peace and not of Evil, 
to give him an expected End. It is true, Chriſt's 
Thoughts of the Believer are not up and down, high 
and low, as the Believer's Thoughts of him are; nay, 
Chriſt's Thoughts are unchangeably the ſame: But, 
when the Believer's 'Thoughts of Chriſt are raiſed, 
then he is in beſt Caſe to know and underſtand Chriſt's 
loving 'Thoughts towards him. Why, even as a Foun- 
tain may be known by the Streams, fo it is here; our 
Knowledge, Faith, Love and Eſteem of Chriſt, are 
but Streams that flow from Chriſt's kind Heart to- 
wards us: We love him, becauſe he firit loved us: 


we think of him, becauſe he firſt thinks of us. And 
therefore, by what we think of Chriſt we may know 
what he thinks of us: If you think honourably of 
him, you may thence know he thinks favourably of 

vou; 
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you; if you think much of him, you may know he 
thinks much of you. O, may a Believer ſay, Ihave 


Reaſon to think much Good of him, for he is fairer 


than the Sons of Men, the ſpotleſs Lamb of God ; but 
he hath Reaſon to think much Ill of me, for Iam all 
black and deformed like Hell and the Devil. But I'il 
tell you, Believer, that all his Thoughts of you make 
you to be in him, what he thinks you to be in him, how- 
ever deformed you are in your ſelves, and fee your 
ſelves to be; yet, I ſay, as his Thoughts make Things 
to be {for he but thought there ſhould be a Worid, 
and there was a World; whenever it was his Mind 
that it ſhould be, then it was, and whatever he thought 
it to be, that it was, according to his I hought) and as 
his Thoughts of you make you to be in him, what you 
are in him: So, if you think him fair and altogether 
lovely, he isnot behind with you, for he thinks you 
fair too 3 hence, to the Spouſe, that was admiring his 
Beauty, he fays, Song iv. 7. Thou art ail fair, my 
Lowe, there is no ſpot inthee; And he doeg not ſay 
any Thing, but what he thinks, his Words expreſs his 
Thoughts ; for he cannot lie, who is the Strength of 
Iſrael. Now, Believer, if you cannot think or believe 
that you're altogether fair in him, becauſe you ſee your 
ſelf altogether foul in yourſelf ; know, that if you ſaw 
your ſelf to be all fair in your ſelf, there would be no 
Need of, or Room for believing that you're all fair in 
him . Hence he hath left Deformities about yon, that 
there may be Room for Faith ; therefore let the Feeling 
of your Deformity make you humble, but let it not 
hinder your Faith, which muſt not ſtand upon Feeling, 
but muſt act contrary to it upon Chriſt's Word: For, 
if you ground your Faith upon what you feel in your 
ſelf, you'll never believe what Chriſt ſays anent your 
being all fair, and your being made the Righteouſneſs 
of God an him, 2 Cor. v. lat. If your Faith then 
can act ſo as to raiſe your Thoughts of Chriſt as alto- 
gether lovely, fair and ſpotleſs, you have Ground to 
conelude by that ſame Act of Faith, that he hath high 
Thoughts of you, as being all fair aud ſpotleſs in him, 
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whatever Deformity you feel in your ſelf. Chriſt is 
infinitely more to you, Believer, than you believe him 
to be: But, whatever you believe him to be, you may 
be ſure he is that to you, you have all that you ſee in 
him ; for Faith's Seeing and Having is all one, even 
as Believing is explained by Receiving, and Receivin 
by Believing, John i. 12. What you believe then you 
receive, and what you receive you have, and what you 
have in him you are in him ; having Beauty, and 
Riches and Righteouſneſs in him ; you are beautiful, 
rich and righteous in him ; and conſequently, when 
you believingly think he is all fair and glorious, you 
may know he thinks you all fair and glorious in him, 
and he thinks no more of you than what you really 
are in him. The Queſtion then is put, becauſe you 
may know, by what you think of Chriſt, what Chriſt 
thinks of you. 

10. This Queſtion is put, hat think ye of Chrift ? 
becauſe we can never think too much of him, who is 
the God-Man, David's Son, and David's Lord, being 
God as well as Man: O what a glorious Object of 
our Contemplation is here! You may think too much 
of your ſelves and your own Righteouſneſs, but you 
cannot think too much of Chritt and his Righteouſ- 
neſs: Yea, when you think any Thing of yourſelf and 
your Righteouſneſs, you think too much of it; but 
when you think as much as you can of Chrift and his 
Righteouſneſs, you think too little of him. You 
may think too much of Creatures, but you cannot think 
too much of Chriſt. Yea, you may think too much 
of Angels, as the Apoſtle John did, when he fell down 
to worſhip towards the Feet of the Angel, Rev. xxii .8. 
To think of the Nature of Angels, with that inward 
Reverence and Adoration which weare to have when 
we think of Chriſt, would be Idolatry ; and to think 
of Chriſt, with the ſame Frame of Heart as we do of 
Angels, would be Profaneneſs : Thus we may think too 
highly and reverently of Angels ; but we cannot think 
of Chriſt too highly, too reverently ; nor can we think 
too much of him, who is the Lord of > en 

Wnom 


iſt is 
him 
may 
ee in 
even 
ving 
you 
vou 
and 
1ful, 
hen 
you 
him, 
ally 
you 


hriſt 
2 


ho 1s 
eing 
ct of 
nuch 
you 
20U!- 
fand 

but 
d his 
You 
hink 
auch 
own 
1.8, 
Ward 
vhen 
hink 
do of 
K too 
hink 
hink 


and 


| ( 63 7 
whom we are to honour even as we honour the Fa- 
ther. Theſe are the Reaſons of the Queſtion. 


FOURTH HEAD. 

'The 4th general Head propoſed, was, 'To make 
Application of the whole. And it may be applied for 
theſe following Uſes. 1. For formation. 2. For 
Conviction. 3. For Trial. 4. For Exhortation and 
Direction. f | 

1/7, It may be applied for &:formation, in theſe and 
the like Leflons following. 1. Hence we may learn, 
Seeing the great Queſtion in the Chri/izan Catechiſi 
is, What think ye of Chrilt ? Then the Sum of Chriſtian 
Knowledge lies in this one Word, namely, CHRIST. 
It is not in God abſolutely conſidered, by what he 1s 
in himſelf; but in God relatively conſidered, by what 
he is to us, namely, in Chriſt : Therefore I obſerve, 
the Queſtion is not, What think ye of God? but, 
IWhat think ye of Chriſt? For, as God out of Chriſt 
ſtands in no Relation to us Sinners but that of an Ene- 
my, and a conſuming Fire; ſo the Nature; Eſſence, 
and Immenſity of God, and what he is in himſelf, is 
not the great Chriſtian Queſtion ; but rather, what he 
is to us, and fo what he is in Chriſt. All the ſaving 
Manifeſtations of God to his People in Scripture were 
ſtill, not of God, abſolutely and eſſentially, in what 
he was in Himſelf, and in his Nature ; but relatively, 
in what he was to them; and fo it was ay in Chriſt. 
Thus, when he came to Abraham, he ſaid, amt 
Shield, and thy exceeding great Reward: I am thy 
God, and the God of thy feed, which ſeed was Chriſt, 
Gal. iii. 16. in whom that Covenant and Promiſe was 
eltablithed to Abraham and his Offspring: And when 

God manifeſted himſelf to the Patriarchs that came of 

Abraham, 1tſaac and F acob, his ordinary Way was to 

make himſelf known upon that Ground of the new 

Covenant eſtabliſned in Chriſt, 45:aham's Seed; 

hence, when he came to them, he uſed to ſay to thera, 

{am the God of Abraham, tbe God of Iſaac, and 2 
| G 
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God of jacob; that is, he manifeſted himſelf to them 


not abſolutely, by 'what he was in his Nature; bu 
relatively, by what he was to them in Chriſt the pro- 
miſed Seed. If we begin to dive into that Queſtion, 
What think ye of G we may ſoon loſe our ſelves, 


and come to the Philoſopher's Demand of a Day toſe 
anſwer that Queſtion, and then a Week, and then ak 


Month, and then till it is impoſſible to anſwer it: 


Nay, we ought not to be curious in ſearching into the h 


Nature of God, let we geta Daſh; for human Phi- 
loſophy cannot reach it, yea, I doubt if angelical 
Wiſdom can. It 1s'the only pleaſant, ſaving and pro- 


ſitable Enquiry, to ſtudy this Queſtion, Tat think 


ye of Chriſt? Here we may find what God is to us. 
To enquire what God is in himfelf, abſolutely and eſ- 


ſentially, is no ſaving or profitable Enquiry. Whath 


Profit is it for a Man, who lives under the North-Pole, 
and ſees not the Sun for one Half of the Year, tho” 


he ſhould count the Courſe of the Sun all that Time Fj 
that he ſees it not? Or, what Profit were it for a Man 


to go and count what Rent the King of Morroco or 
Emperor of China draws every Year, and he gets 
none of it? As fooliſh is it for us to begin and ſtudy 
what God is abſolutely in himſelf, and not what he 1s 
relatively to us; therefore the Queſtion is not, What 


now 
now 
d t 
od- 
hrit 


think ye of God? but, What think ye of Chril? And Eu. 


this, by the By, ſhews the Difference that there is be- 
tween learned Foolsand wiſe Ghriſtians; why, the learn- 
ed Fool ſeeks to know and comprehend what God is, 
what is thi; Myſtery of the Trinity, and the like, and 
there he mires himſelf; he ſeeks to know what God is 
himſelf, and not what he is to him: But the poor-Chri- 


ſtian is herein wiſer than that learned Clerk, for all his 


Wit; for the Chriſtian ſtudies Chriſt, and ſo knows 
what God is to him, better than all the learned Rab- 
bies with their curious Speculations: Tho' yet the poor 
Soul may otherwiſe be very ignorant and illiterate, 
yethe is wiſe unto Salvation, becauſe he knows Chriſt, 
and Chriſt is made of God to him Wiſdom, Righte- 
ouſneſs, Sanctiſication and Redemption; and when he 

knows 


* 
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nows Chriſt, he is upon he * and ſafeſt Way to 
now God; for he ſees God in Chriſt, and God rela- 
d to him in Chriſt, for Chriſt is our Relation as 
od-Man-Mediator. And indeed, Sirs, to believe in 
hriſt, is to believe God's Relation to us, and God 
>conciled to us: For, when we look to Chriſt, we 
& God in him; and when we ſee God in him, we ſee 
nat he is reconeiled in him to us, and well pleaſed in 
jim with us, 2 Cor. v. 19. God is in Chriſt reconciling 
he World to himſelf. Mat. iii. laſt: This 7s is my below- 
Son, in <vhom I am well pleaſed. I own indeed, 
Man may be a Believer, and yet apprehend God to 
ze his Enemy; but then he is not believing, he is not 
hinking of Chriſt by Faith: It is an unbelieving 
Thought he hath then of God; for a believing Thought 
f Chriſt would give him another Thought of God, 
ole, Even as a Friend and Father in him. This then, I 
tho” Hope, is an uſeful Inference, That the Sum of Chri- 
ime tian Knowledge is Chriſt. | | 

Man 24ly, Hence fee what is the beſt Matter for Medi- 
or Fation, and the beſt Rule for Self-examination. Here 
gets qs the moſt noble Subject of Meditation, namely, to 
udy fthink of Chriſt ; and here is the moſt excellent Rule 
1e is for Examination, namely, to ask our Souls that Que- 
"hat tion, What think we of Chriſt? Meditation and Self- 
And fxamination are Duties much negle&ed among us; 
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be- hey are ſpiritual Exerciſes, directly croſs and oppo- 
arn- ite to our vain, wandring, idle and unfixed Hearts. 
1 1s, JA Man will rather go betwixt the Stilts of a Plough 
2 rom Morning to Evening, than travel betwixt theſe 
d is 


is two Duties for one Half-hour, tho? yet they are like 
hri- ne Stilts of that Plough by which the Fallow-ground 
| his fbf the Heatt muſt be plowed up; but when the 
ows Hrhoughts begin to come in betwixt theſe two Stilts 
ab- of Meditation and Self- examination, behold on a ſud- 
oor Hen (to ſpeak it in broad Scots) they guit the Phugh, 
ate, fond run away with the Harrows. No doubt you will 
rift, know this from ſad Experience, that your Thoughts are 
hte- in this Matter like wild vitious Horſes, running mad 
2 he Jhere and there through e without keeping — 
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Road, or obſerving any Rule; but here is the beſt 
Matter and Rule, both for regulating our Thoughts 
in Meditation and Self- examination. As for Medita- 
tion, the beſt Way is to think of Chriſt: Why, you 
may think upon a Promiſe, but out of Chriſt you'll 
find no Comfort in it, for all the Promiſes are Yea and 
Amen in him; and ſo you will not find it your own, 
but by looking to Chriſt. Yea, you may think upon 
God, but out of Chriſt you'll find no Comfort in him, 
P/al. Ixxvii. 3. I remembred God, and was troublid: 
But the Antidote againſt that Trouble is believing 
Thoughts of Chriſt; therefore ſays Chriſt to his Dit- 
ciples, John xiv. 1. Let not your Hearts be troubled ; 
ze believe in God, believe alſi in me. If you think up- 
on the Law, you'll find there you're drown'd in Debt 
both to the Command and Curſe, till once ye look to 
Chriſt the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs. If you 
think upon your Duties that God calls you to, you'll 
find them a heavy Task, till once you look to Chriſt, 
and then you'll find his Yoke is eaſy, and his Com- 
mands are not grievous. Again, as to Self-examination, 
the beſt Rule here is to ſay to your Souls, What think ye 
of Chriſt? They are but proud ſelf- conceited Perſons 
- that do not think highly of Chriſt, and God approves 
them not, 2 Cor. x. laſt. He that ghries, ſays the A- 
poſtle, let him glory in the Lord: For not he that 
cummends himſelf is approved, but whom the Lord 
cammends; intimating, that they that glory only in the 
Lord, they diſconunend themſelves, and are commen- 
ded and approved of God, but they that do not glory 
in the Lord, nor think highly of him, they commend 
themſelves, but are diſcommended and diſapproved of 
God; yea, they deceive themſelves, Gal. vi. 3. 1f any 
Man think himſelf to be ſomething, «when he is no- 
thing, he deceives himſelf. Self-conceit is Selſ-deceit; 
and as they are Self-deceivers who are Self-exalters, 
ſo they are all Self- exalters who are Chriſt-deſpiſers ; 


they think not much of Chriſt, who think much of | 


themſelves: And fo, to enquire what you think of 
| Chriſt, 


— 


. To. Ee, its: 
Chriſt, is the beſt Way to *, yourſelf out, what 


ou are in State or Frame. You may by this Rule 
ir how to judge of your pwn Thoughts: You may 
think of a thouſand good Things, you may think of 
Sermons, you may think of Death, Judgment and E- 
ternity ; but tho' you may think ſeriouſly on theſe 
Subjects, yet the Rule whereby to judge of the Recti- 
tude of your Thoughts about them is here, Do they 
lead you to high Thoughts of Chriſt, in whom alone 
we can think of Death without Horror, Judgment 
without Terror, and Eternity without Fear or Dread ? 
34ly, Hence we may ſee, that Chriſt himſelf is the 
beit Judge of Mens State; for he can look in to the 
Heart and Thoughts of Men, and fay, What think ye 
of Chriſt? All Judgment is committed to the Son of 
God, and he will caſt many whom theWorld approves, 
becauſe, whatever Men think of them, yet he knows 
that they think little of him and his Father. Alſo, he 
will approve of ſome whom the World calts ; becauſe, 
however the World thinks little of them, yet he knows 
that they think much of him and his Father ; for they 
know him, and whoſe Son he is. Chriſt's Queſtion 
ſhews that he knows our Thoughts; for, to whom 
ſhall we give an Account of our Anſwer to this Que- 
ſtion? None in all the World knows what we think 


but God himſelf, and Chriſt is God. Chriſt diſcovers 


the Ignorance of the Phariſees here alſo, and ſhews that 
he knew their Thoughts were amiſs: JF he be David's 
Son, ſays he, how daes David in Spirit call him Lord? 
Here they were confounded, and might have been con- 
victed that their Thoughts were Naught. Indeed. 
this was one of theſe Things that old Simeon declare 
concerning Chriſt, that He Su be a ſign that fhult 
be ſpoken againſt, that the Thoughts of many Hearts 
might be reveal d, Luke ii. 35. Thus, when Chrilt 
met with the Woman of Samaria, he revealed many 
Thoughts of her Heart to her, and gave her a View of 
all her lewd Tricks. Come and ſee a Man, ſays ſhe, 
that told me all Things that ever I did; is nat this the 
Cbriſi? As Satan preſented to our Lord Jeſus the whole 
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Body of the We a Glance, ſo Chriſt can let u: 
ſee a black Sight of all our Sins at once, ſo as to forc 
us to acknowledge that he is the Chriſt, that knows 
our Hearts and 'Thoughts. But, 

4thly, Hence we may ſee, what is the great End 
and Deſign of a Goſpel-miniſtry, namely, to diſcover 
Chriſt, and remove the Prejudices of Peoples Minds 
againſt him, to rectify their Miſlakes about him. And 
to fill them with a high Opinion of him. The 
Sum of a Goſpel Miniſter's Bulineſs, is, to commend 


his Maſter, ſaying, What think ye of Chrift ? and that} 


both in his preaching and praying, and catechiſing 
and viſiting. The whole of their Doctrine and Practice 
is, as it were, a Voice preaching Chriſt. If they 
preach the Law, and its Curſes and Threatning3 
againſt Chriſtleſs and impenitent Sinners, it is to lead 
them to Chriſt, and to drive them to the City of Re- 
fage. If they preach Faith, they make Chriſt the Au- 
thor and Finiſher, as well as the Obje of it. If they 
preach Repentance, they make Chriſt, as exalted by 
the Right-hand of God 7 be à Prince and Saviour 
fo give Repentance, the Fountain of it; and Chriſt 
crucified, viewed by Faith, to be the immediate Root 


of it. If they preach Duties and New Obedience, 
they make CHRIST) the Aha and Omega of it. 
Miniſters may indeed ſpeak much of Chriſt in their 
Sermons, and yet not preach Chriſt : As for Example, 
If One ſhould preach of Chriſt mainly as a Lawgiver, 
to be obeyed, and little or nothing of Chrilt as a Law- 
fullfiller, to be believed in, and ſerved from Love, be- 


cauſe of his having ſaved us from the Yoke of the 


Law : For, a Covenant of Life and Death, upon Do- 
ing or not Doing, may be preached, and called the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, in a Miſtake, while it is only the 
Law that is preached, and not Chrift the End of the 
Law for Rightecuſneſs: And you may know it by 
this among other Things, the 'Vendency of ſuch Old 
Covenant- Doctrine, is to lead Men to this Queſtion, 
not, What think ye of Chriſt? but, What think ye of 
your ſelves? and, What are you doing, that you T 
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of have eternal Life? Why, the Man begins to think, 


God is ſtanding upon ſome doing Terms yet with him; 
and therefore, in order to Lite, he mutt do ſo and 
ſo: Thus he is led to himſelf, and not to Chrilt. But 
Goſpel-doftrine tends to lead a Man wholly out of 
himſelf, and wholly in to Chriſt ; for, whatever be the 
Text, the Strain of Goſpel-doctrine is, hal think ye 
of Chrifl ? It is not the Deſign of Goſpel-miniiters to 
commend themſelves, but Chriſt. There is a Sett of 
Miniſters, ſay ſome, that ſet up themtelves above 


JOthers, and ſtudy only to commend themſelves, to the 


Diſparagement of all Others, as if none but they were 
Goſpel-miniſters ; but, my Friends, if any Man's 
Concern for Chriſt's Cauſe and Intereſt, or for his 
Maſter's Glory, ſhall commend him, he needs not 
think ſtrange tho? the World of Phariſees envy him, 


- Jas they did Chfiſt himſelf when his Doctrine aud Life 


commended him. I'll tell you what Commendation 
a Goſpel-miniſter hunts molt after; it is that of Paul. 
2 Cor. iii. 1, 2, 3. it is to have an Epiſtle-commenda- 


* Ftory in the Hearts of Hearers, by the Power of the 


Spirit of God ſavingly accompanying the Word, and 
leaving an Impreſſion there, that it is indeed the Word 


of God, and not of Men, and that God is in it of a 
Truth; he would deſire, with the ſame Apcſt'e, 2 Cor. 
iv. 2. to commend himſelf by the Manifeſtation of the 
Truth to every Man's Conſcience in the Sight of God. 
Let Truth be nick-named and reproached as it will 
tae Evidence of Truth will commend it ſelf to the 
Conſciences of all the Lovers thereof. Mean Time, 


lit is poſſible that a Man may commend Chriſt, in 


order to commend himſelf as an evangelical Preacher; 
for ſuch a good Work he is indeed commendable, but 
for ſuch a bad End it is to God only that he is ac- 
countable : But it is poſſible alſo to know if a Man in- 
tend not himſelf by preaching Chrilt ; for ſometimes 
there is ſuch a Power and Virtue attending the Word, 
and ſuch a Smell and Savour of Heaven with the 
Preacher, as carries a ſecret Demonſtration of his Spi- 
rituality and Purity of Intention into the Heart even 
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of the carnal By: ſtanders, let be theſe whom he h 
enlightncd with the Spirit of Diſcerning, to know t 
Voice of Chhiſt from a Stranger. However, Sirs, thi 
of Miniſters what ye will, the great Queſtion is, * 
think ye of Chriſi? Wo to us, if our only Deſign 
to bring People to ſay, What think ye ſuch 4 d Cc 
nisten, au what think ye of ſuch a Sermm? If at de 
mate Chriſt a Convert for railing our own Applau 
he can inſtantly command an Angel to ſmite us, as 
did Herod, and order us to be eaten up of Worms, 
not giving God the Glory. O what ſhouldyye thi 
of us? Tno' we magnity our Office as Ambaſſadors 
Chriſt, yet in our ſelves ſome of us are as frail, feeb. 
fin/ul Pieces of Duſt as any of you; we are among 
Chief of Sinners, as well as you; we need the Bloff 
and Spirit of Chriſt to juſtify and ſanctify us, as wh” 
as you; let us decreaſe, but let Chriſt increaſe: If a 
of us be made Inſtruments of Good to your Souls, F 
it engage you to think the more of Chriſt, that cod J 
work ſuch a Work by ſuch feckleſs and unlikly Infiff?*? 
ments: He puts the Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, t ©! 
the Excellency of the Power may be of God, and nf. 
of us. Whatever Honour God calls you to put up 
them for their Work's Sake, yet if your Eſteem cen. 
upon the Miniſter or his Work, ſaying, O 1think nf. 
of yonder Minijler, and I think much of yonder $ 7 
aon, you need to begin to think better; for the gr 15 
Queſtion is, #hot think ye of Chriſt? It is indd “! 
the beſt Sermon that works the higheſt Thoughts 
Chriſt. = 
The 24 U is for Conviction and Reproof to 
theſe that are ſ led with unworthy and unbecomif 
Thoughts of Chriſt, with :znorant and erroned 
Thoughts of him. Some have no Thoughts of Ch 
at all; tome that think of him, yet think nothi 
of him; ſome think little of him; ſome thi 
har#ly and harſhly of him; ſome think meanly af” ai. 
afely of him: To ſpeak of all the baſe and me wk. 
Thoughts of Chriſt that the World is filled wif"? 
would be impoſſible. O how baſely do che 2 
by [ 
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nk of Chriſt, and his ſupreme Godhead ＋ If I had 
t found it neceſſary to confine my ſelf to the firſt 
anch of Chriſt's Queſtion here, Mat think ye of 


%? The other Branch, namely, Whoſe Son is he? 
Ight have led me particularly to have treated the 
Ioctrine of Chriſt's Sonſhip, and eternal Godhead, 


d Co-equality with the Father, in Oppoſition to 
at damnable Hereſy, which ſome tell us is creeping 
to Scotland, as well as it is raging in Eng/and and 
land: I ſhall only ſay, that the Queſtion concerns 
em, as well as the Phariſees of old, What think ye of 


Fbriſt, and whoſe Son is he? O, can they fay no 


ore than, with the Phariſees, that he is the Son of 
avid ? Then, how does David in Spirit call him 
ord? And if he be David's Lord and God, how 
in he be ſo, and yet not co-equal with the Father? 


Jor we have not 'I'wo Lords, or Two God's; the Lord 


ur God is One Lord, we have but One ſupreme 
zod and Lord; therefore Chriſt, being Lord, muſt 


| One with the Father eſſentially : Chriſt is the true 
od, and eternal Life. 


But I cannotnow enlarge on 
is Subject. O may Arian Doctors begin to read over 
e Chriſtian Catechiſm again, and learn to anſwer this 


Pueſtion, hat il int ye of Chriſt; Again, as Arians 
ink nothing of his Godhead, but as if it were an in- 
rior Deity ; ſo ſome that pretend a 


greater Reſpect to 
im, yet think but baſely of him: Papi/s think no- 
ing of the Imputation of his Righteouſneſs; Socin?- 


„think nothing of the Sacrifice of his Death; A.- 


Pinians think nothing of the Power of his Grace; 


Lakers think nothing of his Word; Atheifts think 
othing of his Spirit; Deiſis think nothing of his Reve- 


Etions. If we look out to the World, the Pagans have 


o Thought of him at all: The Mahometans think 
im nothing but a great Phrophet at beſt, and inferior 


bil Mahomer: The Fews think him nothing but an 
Inpoſtor, and that he is not the Chriſt, but only the 


arpenter's Son; or, it may be, a Blaſphemer, that 
And again, if we look in to the Church 
ven the pureſt Churches in this Word, among which I 


weuld 


” 
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would fain Hope the poor Church of Scotland hath 
not yet loſt the Vogue ; Yet, O how many dark and 
confuſed Notions, yea, unwarrantable and unworthy 
Thoughts of Chriſt may be there diſcovered, even 
among theſe Churches that are ſuppoſed to be pure, 
Chriſtian, Proteſtant and reformed Churches ! It were 
endleſs, to ſpeak of doctrinal and practical Errors that 
ſwarm in the Churches, whereby Contempt is poured 
upon Chriſt and his Doctrine, his Truth, his Goſ- Þ 
pel, and his Yoke, his loving Yoke of Goſpel-obedi- 
ence. What low Thoughts of Chriſt appear in that 
Strain of Doctrine, that tends to confound the old and 
new-Covenant, Law and Goſpel, Faith and Works, 
without ridding Marches duty hetv-ixt Chriſt, and all 
his Rivals and Competiters, that ſeek to ſhare with 


leſir 
lor 
yet t] 


him in the Glory cf Sajvation-work ! What low gh. 
Thoughts of Chriſt appear in that Sort of Practice, Læbe 
that conſiſts either in a Life of legal Righteouſneſs, Chri 


or a Life of open Wickedneſs! What low Thoughts 
of Chriſt, as our Righteouſneſs, appear from every 
Thing that tends to lead Sinners back to the Law, as 
a Covenant of Works! And what low Thoughts of Righ 
Chrift, as our Sanctification, appear from every Thing feop 
that tends to lead Sinners off from the Law, as a Rule | 
of Holineſs ! How is Chriſt, aud his Merit and Righ- 
teouſneſs diſeſteemed, to the Encouragement of Self and 
Self-righteouſneſs ! And how is Chriſt, and his Spirit 
and Grace diſeſteemed, to the Encouragement of Sin 
and Licentiouſneſs! It is not my Buſineſs to expoſe F 
the Nakedneſs of any: They are ſingular Perſons, that 
are helped to guard againſt all Right and Left-hand 
Extremes, fo as to think no leſs of Chriſt as a Lord, 
than Chrilt as a Saviour; and to efteem a whole Chriſt, | 
without ſetting up one Part of Chriſt againſt another; 
but my Work eſpecially is, to ſtrike at the Root of all | 
that Diſeſteem of Chriſt, that takes Place in the World, Eri 
eſpecially in the Viſible Church. Whence is it, that 
the World thinks ſo little of Chriſt, and ſo naughtily 
of him? Why, 1/t. Ignorance is a Cauſe of it, Ignoti 
nulla Cupido ; As it is impoſſible for them to __—_ but it 
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nd Due Chriſt, who have the ſaving Knowledge of him; 
thy Jo it is not poſſible that any can prize him, whom they 
en Ho not know. Many are like Fe/us, Ads XXV. 19. 
re, ho told Agrippa, That Paul's Enemies had Queſti- 
ere (ns againſt him, concerning One JESUS ; Chriſt is to 
hat hem a certain Man, One fe, but for their Part 
red Hey know little of him, and are indifferent about him: 
of. Us a blind Man, what he does not ſee, he cares not 
di- for, tho' he be told of it as never fo fair and beautiful; 
hat Jo natural Men are blind, 2 Cor. iv. 4. they can ſee no 
ind Beauty or Comelineſs in Chriſt, for which they ſhould 
ks, Peſire him. Therefore, tho' they may hear of his 
all [Glory and Comelineſs, and be a little mov u therewith, 
ith het they care not ſo much for him, as to give him the 
ow Þighelt Room in their Thoughts and Eſteem. 2d, 
ce, Labelie is another Cauſe why People think little of 
eſs, [Chriſt ; if they could believe, they would ſee the 
hts Plory of God in him, and fee him a glorious and love- 
ery Object: But, through Unbelief, Chriſt is lothſom 
as Inſtead of lovely ; hence his Doctrine is lothſom, his 
of Righteouſneſs, his Holineſs, his Croſs : Unbelief makes 
ing People think Chriſt is a Cheat, and God isa Liar, 
ule find that he ſays what he hath no Mind to do; it 
zh- ſakes them think that he is not able to ſave, or that 
ind fte is not willing to ſave. O how baſely does Unbelief 
irit ink of Chriſt! Unbelief alſo will make a Man think 
Sin Pod like unto himſelf, and an Approver of his Sin, 
ofe P/al. 1. at the Chſe, Thou thoughtef! that I was alto- 
hat eher ſuch an One as thy ſelf ; and ſo it makes them 
ind ink of Chriſt but very baſely. 34%, Pride and Self- 
rd, Ffiehteouſneſs is another Cauſe why People think little 
-iſt, f Chriſt, Rom. x. 3. While People think much of 
er; hemſelves, and their Doing, they cannot think much 
all f Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs. This is that legal 
rid. Principle that makes Men to do with the Garment of 
hat Thriſt's Righteouſueſs, as the Ammonites did with + 
tily he Garments of David's Meſſengers, they clipt them 
ti Þ ſhort, that they were not able to hide their Shame : 
va- Put if it was a Terror and Smiting to David's Heart, 
lue Þ cut off but a little of che Lap of Sau/s Garment, 
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of it. Why, I thought yonder Milk was for me, and 


” ih 


F Pat, 
oight it not to be 2 Terror to us, to cut off a Lapſe n 
of Chriſt's Garment, or to clip it ſo ſhort, as to think hr 
that it cannot cover us completely, without ſome Law 
Rags of our own rotten Righteouſneſs ſewed to it 2Jy9% 
Again, it is this legal Principle that makes Belie-JY 
vers themſelves think it cannot be that they are ac- Mor 
cepted as righteous, perfectly righteous in the Sightþ#201 


of God, through the Righteouſneis of Chriſt impu— he 


ted; why, becauſe they want a Feeling of that Righ- rit c 


teouſneſs in themſelves, which the legal Heart is rea- The 


dy to make the Foundation of Pardon and Accep-ſj®* t] 
tance : But, as Luther ſaid, We muſt not feel, but Tru 
believe, that we are thus righteous 3 yea, it is this of h 
hidden Principle of Self-righteouſneſs, that will make wit! 
a Miniſter preach Chriſt alone for Righteouſneſs, as Rar 
N he were as much for exalting Chriſt, as any that brin 
ever preached; and yet, before ever you know well mul 
where you are, you'll find him bringing in ſome le- and 
gal Duty or Qualification, in order to your being jun 
{tified, that will ſpoil all; juſt like an untoward Milk- for e 
cow, that will let down a good deal of Milk very well, t 
hut then, with an unhappy Kick of her Foot, ſhef nice 
will tumble it all down to the Ground, when ſhe hathl? c? 
done; Even fo the fincere Milk of the Word of Life 8A 
and Juſtification through Chrift's Righteouſneſs alone, dt 
may be let down abundantly, that you would thin an 
the Man as evangelical as Paul himſelf, or any Bo— Rez 
dy that ever preached the Goſpel : But, behold, of af P** 


ſudden, the legal Foot gives it a Kick, and pills all ſhoi 


when he hath done, or elſe the Law ſets her Foot Stur 
among the Midſt of the Milk; I mean, mixes ſome * 5 
dirty Righteouſneſs, and Qualification of our own Nan 
with the fair and clean Milk of Chriſt's Righteouſnel: and 


ſo as the poor exerciſed Soul ſcunners to take a Drink * 
tat 


yonder Righteouſneſs of Chriſt was for me; but therc ſhal 


came in a Qualification, that, before ever I could be ling 
juſtified, I behoved to do ſo and ſo, and to be ſo and] this 
fo humbled, and penitent 3 and ſure I am, I want to b 
ſuch a Qualification, and therefore all is loſt to * 
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Bat, poor Soul, whatever come in this Way, tending 


Lapſ® make you look into your ſelf, and ſtand off from 
think hriſt, you may know it is but a Switch of the 


ſomeſLaw of Works; ſlight it, and ſet it off, if it hinder- 


it ou from thinking of Chriſt as your ALL, and from 
gelie- Ibuying and drinking his Wine and Milk without 
> ac. Money and without Price. 4th/y, Carnal Reafen is 
Sight=nother Cauſe, why People think little of Chriſt ; for 
mpu- he natural Man receives not the Things of the Spi- 
Ligh-Pit of God, they are Foolifhneſs to him. 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
: re? l here is natural Reaſon, which is ſo much cried up 
ccep- lat this Day, when Man goes about to meaſure God's 

but Truths, and ſpiritual Myſteries, with this ſhort Line 
thisſof humane Reaſon; and finding, that Reaſon agrees 
nakel with theſe Myſteries, no more than the Sound of 
5, as Ram- Horns, in the View of carnal Senſe, was like to 
thatlbring down the Walls of Fericho; Behold, no Fault 
well] muſt be found with Lady Nea ſen, but Chriſt's Goſpel, 
e le.Jand the Myſteries thereof, muſt bear the Blame, 
g ju J2amely, That they are fooliſh and abſurd ; and there- 
lilk-Sfore not to be received or eſteemed by ſuch wiſe Heads 
well, they are, who little remember the Apoſtle's Admo- 

ſhe nition, 1 Cor. iii. 18. JF any Man will be æuiſ, let him 
hath became a Fool, that he may be wiſe. Hence Luther 
Life | gave it as an infallible Mark that the Goſpel was 
lone. Inot truly preached, and was not the Goſpel indeed, 
hin namely, If it was fo brewed, fitted, and adapted unto 
Bo- Reaſon, that all approved of it, and yielded to it 
of aff peaceably; for how then ſhould Chriſt be a Sign that 
s all hould be ſpoken againſt, Lute ii. 34. and a Stone of 
Foo Stumbling, and Rock of Offence? This leads me to 
ome 2 5% Cauſe why People think fo little of Chriſt, 
>wn namely, "The Calumny caft upon the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


nel and the Diſpenſers of it. Is it poſſible for the Wiſdom 


rink} of the World to hold her Peace from ſpeaking againſt 
and that which ſhe judges to be Fooliſhneſs ? How then 
a ſhall Chriſt be not only for the Riſing, bat the Fai- 
ling of many in /ſ-ael? Mark, fays Luther, where 
q this Fall is, even in //-ael, in that People that ſeemed 
q to be Chrilt's only vrops and upon Chriſt's Side. 


2 | It 


eſpecially in ward Heart- di viſion that I mean: 


| ; "6 1 
It is even in 1/-ae/ that many fall, and in y ael that 
Chriſt is ſpoken againſt. Thus, when he came to be 
a Miniſter of the old and ancient 'Truths of God, to 
confirm the Promiſes made unto the Fathers, Rem. 
xv. S. when he began to preach the ſame, the great- 
eſt Part of the Multitude cried out, What new Doc- 
trine is this? Mark i. 27. Whence we may ſee, that 
when a Church hath gone off from any ancient Truth, 
or old Way of expreſſing it, no ſooner are theſe old 
Truths revived, or ſet in their ancient Frame, than 
preſently it is called a new Scheme of Doctrine: How- 
ever, by this Means, Satan gets much of his Will ; 
for it tends to make People think little of Chriſt, 
and his Goſpel. 6:hly, Diviſion is another Cauſe, why 
People think fo little of Chriſt. There is a two- 
fold Diviſion that Imean ; there is not only an outward 
Church- diviſion, but an inward Heart- diviſion. No 
Doubt the former hath a great Hand in making many 
to ſlight Chriſt; for, when a Church is divided, the 
Generality of People are apt to be ſtumbled: Why, 
fay they, we know not whom to believe, and what 
Side to turn to; every Party ſays they are for Chriſt, 
and therefore the indifferent Sort of People think we 
will even let Chriſt and them both alone. But it is 
When 
the Heart is divided betwixt Chriſt and the World, 
betwixt Chriſt and Idols or Luſts: The World, and 
Luſts thereof, will be ſure to carry away the Heart, 
that it cannot think highly of Chriſt, while it thinks 


ſo much of other Things. A Man may as ſoon, with, 


one Eye, obſerve the Stars, and with the other, meaſure 
the Earth at the ſame Time, as he can think highly of 
Chriſt, and of his Idols too : Therefore, when Satan, 
like the pretended Mother, fays, Let it be neither 
thine nor mine, but divide it; God, who is the Lord 
of the Heart, ſays, Let the Devil rather have all; 
for God will either have all, or none. Now, when 


Men have any approved Idol in the Heart, Chriſt is 
deſpiſed, his Rival gets all; the divided Heart, then is 
a Heart ſeparate, and joined to Idols; and this Divi- 
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ſion cauſes Diſeſteem of Chriſt, ſo as the Man cannot 


think of Chriſt, he muſt, of Neceſſity, think of ſome 
other Thing, Luke xiv. 18. See how they that were 
invited to the great Supper, the Goſpel-banquet, put 
it off with Excuſes, I hae bought a Piece of Ground, 
and I muſ! needs go and ſee it, ſays one: Mark the 
Phraſe, I muft need go; he pleads Neceſſity, and Ne- 
ceflity hath no Law. When the Heartis not wholly for 
Chriſt, of Neceſlity it will be for the World, and the 
Luſts thereof: And he that is not for Chriſt, Satan 
will find him ay enough of Buſineſs to take up his 
Thoughts, and which the Man will reckon to neceſſary, 
that he will have no Leiſure to think of Chriit. Now, 
when this Queſtion” is propoſed, What think of 
Chri/t? or when Chriſt is offered, there are two 
Sorts of Perſons that ſhew very little Eſteem of him ; 
yea, that ſhew they do nothing but deſpiſe him in 
their Heart: The Apoſtle compares them to Dogs 
and Swine, 2 Pet. ii, 22. 1. There are ſome like 
Swine, namely, The profane worldly People; for as 
Swine think more of the Mire, than any Thing elſe, ſo, 

if one go to drive him away from the Mire, he only 
gives a Grunt, and away he goes to the Mire again, 
or elſe rooting his Snout in the Earth: So profane 

and worldly People love to wallow in the Mire of 
Sin, and to be rooting and rotiing in the Earth; 

and if any go about to drive them from Sin, and to 
pull their Noſes out of the Karth, they go away 

grunting and grumbling in their Heart, tnat they 

annot be allowed their neceſizry Pleaſure and Pro- 

fit; and they return to the Wallowing in the Mire, 

ind rooting in the Earth, as eigerly as ever. All 

he Anſwer they give to the Queſtion. hat think 

e of Chriſt? is a Grunt; they are diſturbed a little 

bout it, and moved a little to mutter ſome Words, 
ccording, as they are affected; but away they go 
runting, with their Mouth towards the Duſt; it 1s 
ot Chriſt they are thinking of. z. There are others 
ike Dogs, namely, Legaliſis, and Self juſticiaries, that 
re worie Enemies to the Goſpel of Chriſt, than the 
World- 


* 


e 
Worldling, or openly Profane; for as a Dog thinks 
more of a ſtinking Carcaſe than any Thing elſe, ſo, 
if you go about to drive the Dog from his Vomit or 
ſtinking Carrion, he will be ready either to bark or 
bite, or flee in your Face: Even ſo Legaliſts and Self, 
juſticiares thin|: more of the ſtinking Carcaſe of their 
own Righteouſneſs, and legal Duties, than any Thing 
elſe: And when any goes about to draw them away 


from the high Eſteem of the filthy Rags of their own. 


Righteouſneis, ſhewing the Lothſomneſs and Vile- 
nels thereof, the abſolute Neceſſity of being wholly 
denied thereto, and adorned with nothing but Chriſt's 
perfect Kightcoulneſs for Juſtification before God; if 
we ſhow them how God juſtihes the Ungodly, and 
how the Righteouſneſs of God, without the Works 
of the Law, is manifeſted in t the Goſpel ; why, then 
they go away from the Ordinances, barking and bit- 
ing, and ſlandering, calumniating the Goſpel, which 
they do not underſtand or eſteem, as if it were a 
Doctrine of  Licentiouſneſs, and an Encouragement 


of Sin; and they return to their Vomit, their ſtinking . 


Carrion, neglecting the heavenly Carcaſe, to which 
the believing Eagles gather together, that they may 
live by Faith upon the Son of God. Now, both theſe 
Sorts of Perſons, however differently affected, yet 
agree in their lighting of Chriſt, vpon different 
Grounds. What do they think of Chriſt? Nothing 
at all: The Lord convince and awaken ſuch. 


The Third U/ may be for Examinatim and Trial. 


Let this great Queſtion of the Chriſtian Catechiſm be] 


a Touchſtone, to try what Mettal you are of, and to 


underſtand what is your State now, and what will be | 
your Lot for ever: It is, and will be, according as you 


anſwer this Queſtion, What think ye of Chriſt? For 
helping you into this Enquiry, T would direct you to 
try it. 1. By the Quality of your Thoughts. 2. By 
the Object thereof. 

Firjt, Try your ſelves upon this Queſtion, by the 
Quality of your Thoughts; for it is not a ſimple 
* 80 like a flying Vapour, that is here — 


but a qualified Thought, that you are to try your 
ſelves by; for Example, (1.) Right and becoming 
Thoughts of Chriſt are preferring and ſuperlative 


- | Thoughts, Chriſt is beyond Compariſon to the Man: 


The Language of ſuch a Thought of Chriſt is this, O 
what can he be compared unto! If you compare him 
toa Roſe, he is the Roſe of Sharon : If you compare 


Inim to a Lillie, he is the Lillie of the Valley: If you 
compare him to a Sun, he is the Sun of Rightcouſneſs: 


If you compare him to a Star, he is the bright and 
Morning-Star : If you compare him to a Chiet and ho- 
nourable Worthy, he is the Chief among Ten thou- 
ſands : If you compare him to a Head, he is the Head 
of Principalites and Powers: If you compare him to 
a Flower, he is the Flower of the Stem of Fee: If 


you compare him to a Branch, he is the Branch of 


Righteouſneſs: It you compare him to an Advocate, 
he is an Advocate with the Father: If you compare 
him to a Counſellor, he 1s the wounderful Counſellor : 
If you compare him to a King, he is the King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords: If you compare him to 
a Prince, he is the Prince of Peace, the Prince of the 
Kings of the Earth: If you compare him with Men, 
he is fairer than the Sons of Men: It mu compare 
him with Angels, he is the Lord of Angels ; let all the 
Angels of God worſhip him. 'The Man does in his 
Thoughts prefer Chriſt to all Things in Heaven and 


Earth, hom have I in Heawen but Thee? and there is 


nong upon the Earth that I defire beſides Thee; in all 
Things he gives him the Pre-eminence, Col. i. 18. 
Then again, (2.) Right and becoming Thoughts of 


Ichriſt are admiring and adoring Thoughts, exaltin 


and extolling Thoughts; if you have due Thoughts 
of him in your Heart, you'll find in your Heart to 
bleſs him, ſaying, as P/a/. cxviii. 26. Bliſed is he, in 
Gods great Name, that cometh us to ſave: We, from 
the. Houſe which ta the Lord pertains, you bleſſed have, 
And, O magnify the Lord with me ; you would wiſh 
that all the World would fall a bleſſing, and praiſing, 
and extglling him. They are glorying and glorifying 
| 3 Thoughts; 


( 80 of * 
Thoughts; the Man's Heart glories in the Lordhen 
and glorifies the Lord, and would defire his Glo yp 
ry may be advanced above the Heavens: Why, beg. 
cauſe, (3.) Right and becoming Thoughts of Chriſſit 
are ſpiritual and ſublimating Thoughts; natural; ; 
Thoughts can riſe no higher than Nature, 1 Cor. ii 
14. but ſpiritual Thoughts being managed by thd h 
Conduct aud Influence of the Spirit of God; thq, 2 
Spirit ſearches all Things, even the deep Things of: .. 
God. Indeed the Spirit of God is the 4/7 in all ef , 
theſe Thoughts ; for he comes, according to the Pro 
mile, and glorifes Chriſt, by receiving the Things of, 
Ghrilt, and ſhewing them unto the Soul, John xvi. 14]. 
They that are after the Flih, dy mind the Things nd 
the Fliſh ; but they that are after the Spirit, the Thing nr 
of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 5. Indeed, the Things of , 
Chriſt and the Things of the Spirit are the fame, nq _ 
human natural Wiſdom can reach to them ; wiſe Nal 
turaliſts may indeed dream of them, and ſpeak of. .. 
them like a Man ſpeaking in his Dream of the Light. 
f the Sun, while yet it is dark Night with him|,... 
And he was never awakned, &c. (4.) Right and being 
coming Thoughts of Chriſt are applying and approprihf ( 
ating Thorgats, infomuch that the Man takes Chrif, 
into his Soul, as he takes Meat and Drink into his Bone 
dy, Jobn vi. 54. This is that believing Thoughtz 1: .. 
without which a Man receives no Benefit, any more, 
thana Man that wants Meat can have Benekt by think, .. 
ing upon Meat without eating thereof. The Man take, . 
in Chriſt to himſelf for his own Good. To think © et 
Chriſt, without applying him, is like a Man thinking, . 
of Meat and Drink, without taking it, which does ng. 
Good. Queſt. But can there be no right Thinking q,. f 
Chriſt, without applying? Indeed, Man, the Though: 
is but a vain Thought, an unbelieving Thought, aÞ.1. 
unprofitable Thought, if it be not either an applyinp ( 
Thought of Chriit, or a Thought of Chriſt in ordgh,;. 
to Application; like a fick Man receiving a Cordiq iy 
out of his Phyſician's Haug, he takes it from him, ne 
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» hold it in his Hand and no more, but in order to 
ake it his own, by drinking it down for his Refreſh- 
ent, Healing, and Strengthning. 'The Man's Taking 
e Cordial in his Hand, is not properly the Taking 
at the Phyſician means, but his taking it in to him- 
If, or down into his Stomach, is the proper taking 


, be 
>hri 


turaff it; yet the former taking of it in his Hand is 


unt, in ſo far as it is in order to the other; ſo here, 


' thi bare Thinking of Chriſt is of no Avail, unleſs it be 
the, applying Thought, or a Thought in order to Ap- 
'S* Oflication : And tho' the Thoughts of Chriſt in order 
e Application be not Application it ſelf properly, yet 
Prof is good, in ſo far as it is a taking Chriſt into 
Ss ofour Hand, in order to take him into your Heart, and 
1: 14that for your own Soul's Refreſhment, Life, Health, 
And everlaſting Salvation. (5.) Right Thoughts of 
ing Phriſt are ſinking and ſerious Thoughts, in Oppoſiti- 
185 ®þn to ſwimming, roving, and indifferent Thoughts. 
© 2Jome have a wild Thought about Chriſt, that if he be 
e Nat ood for any Thing, they ſhall have a Share of him, 
ak Of; well as others: But what he is, and how they ſhall 
Light .me by him, they never deeply pondered ; for they 
Mere never touched with a Senſe of their Sin, Miſer 
id beſnd undone State without him. A ſwimming Thought 
TOP!/Þf Chriſt is like that of ſome ignorant Creatures cry- 
Clint ng out in a Surpriſe, Chill have Mercy on us; but 
us Bofhe Thought that ſinks deep is like that of the Pu- 
VS Þlican ſmitting on his Breaſt, and crying, Lord have 
MOTYWfercy on me a Sinner. But there are learned Fools in 
thinkte World, as well as ignorant ones, that have nothing 
takeput ſwimming Thoughts, roving Speculations; and 
ink et, it may be, they can ſpeak of Chrilt to better 
inkin Purpoſe (you would think) than One that is exerci- 
0s Ned to Godlineſs : But yet theſe two Sorts differ as far 
INS Þs the Pleading of an Orator differs from the Pleading 
WUZ" Þf a Malefactor; the One vents his great Wit, but the 
at, apther his Heart-concern. Again, (6.) Right Thoughts 
plyinpę Chriſt are trading Thoughts; the Man hath it for 
2 Orddhis conſtant Trade, to think highly of Chriſt, and 
Jordi ive him the chief W his Heart and * 
ö 7 
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In this Reſpect, his Heart is fixed, truſting in the 


Lord. The Defire of our Soul is to thy Name, ſays the" 


Church, 1/a. xxvi. 8, 9. and to the Remembrance d 

thee. With my Soul have ] defired thee in the Night, 
and with my Spirit within me will I ſeet thee early : 
There was a trading with Heaven late at Night, and 
early in the Morning. Yea, David makes it Morning, 
and Evening, and Mid-time of the Day ; yea more, 
ſeven Times a Day; and yet molt of all, when he 


ſays, My Souls breaks for the Longing that it hath 11 


thy righteous Fudgments at all Times. It is a conſtant 
Trading. True indeed, there are innumerable Inter 
miſſions in the Believer's Chriſtian Thoughts and De 
kres : But as we ſay, I: is ſuch a Man's Trade to bu 
and ſell, while he follows that Employment, tho? it i: 
nat every Moment he is thus occupied; but tho? there 
be ſeveral Intermiſſions in the Exerciſe of his Employ 
ment, yet the Bent of his Mind goes that Way: 8 
here, we may call this the Believer's conſtant Trade 
becauſe, whatever Intermiſſions there are in this hi 
mental trading with Heaven, yet the Bent of his Sou 
is towards Chriſt: Yea, it is not only his Buſineſ 
butt his Pleaſure; and that makes him go on. If 
Man thrive at his Trade, he takes Pleaſure in i; 
and if not, he is in Danger of giving it over. We 
ſometimes upon Buſineſs to theſe whom we never ſa 
nor care for ſeeing again, and whom we take lit: 
"leaſure to converſe with: They that never go 
Chriſt but merely upon Buſineſs, and never find a: 
Pleaſure in converſing with him, ſurely they are t 
great Strangers to him: Certainly, Believer, there 
too much Strangeneſs betwixt Chriſt and you, if you 
Buſineſs you have ado with Chriſt be ſeldom yo 
Pleaſure, or if it be merely Buſineſs that takes you 
him, ſaying, I want a Pardon, I want a Promiſe, 
want this and that. But, is there never a Love-viſit y- 
make to him, ſaying, Lord, I have got a Pardon, a 
I am come to bleſs thee for it; TI have got a Promi! 
and I am come to praiſe thee for it; Thy Company 
Iweet, and J am come to get thee in my Arms, that 
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may have more of thy Embraces? O ſweet Trading! 
My Meditation of him ſhall be feet. Indeed, theſe 
Thoughts of Chriſt that are right, are glad, joyful, 
ſatisfying Thoughts. (7.) Right Thoughts of Chriſt 
are humbling Thoughts, andy a embolding Thoughts. 
O but theſe that think highly of Chriſt, cannot but 
think meanly of themſelves, ſaying with Jeb, Now 
mine De ſceth thee ; wherefore, I abhor my ſelf, and 
repent in Duft and Met. The Believer, that thinks 
duly of Chriſt hath both the higheſt and loweſt 
Thoughts in the World, the higheſt Thonghts of 
Chriſt, and the loweſt Thouglits of himſelf ; and yet 
this Humility doth not hinder his Boldneſs, for he 
hath Boldueſs to enter into the Holiefl by the Bind of 
Feſus, Heb. x. 19. The more he thinks of Chriſt, 
the more humble Thoughts he has of himſelf; and yet, 
the more he thinks of Chriſt, the more bold hc is ta- 
wards God. It is a bold Humility, and a humble 
Boldneſs; hence, when he is av&/pping God in the 
Syurit, two other Things concur, Phil. iii. 3. namely, 
a Nejziciug in Chriſt Teſs, and a Having no Confidence 
is the Fh. O, fays the Soul, I have no Ground of 
Confidence in my ſelf, but I hive all Ground of Conſi- 
dence in Chriſt! Un orthy Wretch am I, as ever was 
out of He!l ; but behold, there 1s the worthy Blood, the 
worthy Rizhtcouſneſs of Chriſt, the Lord our Rig hi- 
teruſneſs 3 ; therefore, unworthy as I am, I'm warran- 
ted to be bold in claiming all thro” Chriſt. 1 ſee the 
Holy of Holies is open to me thro' this Blood of Chriſt. 
(8.) Right Thovghts of Chriſt are nue. ing 
Thou gh, M and transforming Thought, 
2 C:r. iii. . They that fee Chriſt, cannot but ove 
him, and defre to be like him; for there i is a ſinitting 
F.vour in his Face. They that are in Heaven are like 
him, becauſe chey ſee him as he is; the beatifical Vi- 
fon brings in full Conformity to him: Now, a ſpi- 
ritial '7i.quoht and a beiieving Thought is a mental 
Sight, a gduciat Vitou of him; and the more of this, 
the more Conlyurmity to him in IIolineſs. The 
Thought that andears Ciſt, imbittess Sin; a Man 
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cannot think duly of the Lovelineſs of Chriſt, with knd 
out thinking of the Lothſomneſs of Sin. O, whenkes t 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſeth, there is a Heat thatht m 
aceompanies the Light, and warms the Heart: Andffore, 
indeed high Thoughts of Chriſt do warm the Heart, hs m 
and make it burn within him; and ſuch Heart warm-ſcaf 
ing Thoughts tend to burn up and deſtroy Corrup-Hbot 
tion; for, as Chriſt comes in to the Heart, Sin muſt Cor 
go out, according to the Meaſure and Degree of his|com 
Coming: As a Talent of Gold, or ſome weightyhriſe 


Mettal, falling into a Veſſel of Water, daſhes out 
all that is in the Veſſel, to make Room for it ſelf; 
ſo Chriſt coming in to the Heart, daſhes out Sin 
to make Room tor himſelf. Aud indeed they that 
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have honourable Thoughts of Chrilt in their Hearts, land 
cannot have favourable Thoughts of Sin; becauſe, [wei 
whenever Chriſt comes into the Thoughts, if he do ſeve 
not daſh out the Life, yet he daſhes out the Loveſof 
of Sin, What, Man! will you fay that Chrift isl iz 


in you, and that you have Faith, and yet the fav 


Love of Sin as great as ever, and you can indulge Th 
your ſelf in Whoredom, and Drunkenneſs, and Ly-|the 
ing, and Swearing? Sc. You'll never make a good|teo 
Man believe that Chriſt is in you, or that you have Th 
Faith, even tho' you ſhould ſwear by your Faith ,fev: 
as ſome do, who even thereby teſtify to the World, Ar 
that they have no Faith at all, being ſo prodigal of it, | ne: 
as to ſwear away the Faith which they fay or think Tt 
they have. So far as Chriſt comes in, Sin goes out. | th; 
It is poſſible indeed, that a Believer, that hath ChrifcÞ for 
in him, may think that he hath more Sin than ever, | /þe 
and that Sin is on the growing Hand, inſtead of the de-} M 
caying ; but he is miſtaken: It is in this Caſe as it is T. 
with a Cup of Water, put Silver and Gold into the] ba 
Cup, and the Water ſweils up; and the more you put | ly 
in, the more will the Water ſwell and run over, that you] an 
would think there is {till more Water than before, the | on 
more Gold is put in: Chriſt is the tried Gold; and Jof 
the more the Veſſel of the Believer's Heart is filled | pr 
ith it, the more may Sin appear to riſe and * ip 
an 


yith 
vhen 


| 85 | | 
and run over all its Banks: This frightens and terri- 
es the poor Soul, becauſe now he ſees that which, 


thatht may be, was hid in the Veſſel of his Heart be- 
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fore, and out of his Sight. But it is not that there 
s more Sin, more Water than before, but more Gold 
in ; only every Daſh perhaps makes the Water fly 
about, that he thinks he was never ſc full of Sin and 
Corruption as now: Vet ſtill it holds good, Chriſt's 
coming in makes Sin flee out ; and the more 1t ſeems to 
riſe and ſwell, the more does the Soul's Indignation 
tiſe and ſwell againſt it. All right Thoughts of Chriſt 
are ſanctifying Thoughts. (g.) High Thoughts of 
Chriſt are new Thoughts: 'I'hey that ſuppoſe they 
have thought well enough of Chriſt all their Days, 
and have no better Thoughts, no higher Thoughts, no 
weightier Thoughts, no clearer Thoughts of him than 
ever they had, ſurely they are Strangers to this Eſteem 
of Chriſt that we are enquiring into. JF any Man be 
in Chrifl, he is a new Creature; ould Things are done 
away, and all Things are become new, and new 
Thoughts among the reſt, Where Grace comes, chere 
the wicked Man does forſake his Way, and the unr1gh- 
teous Man his Thoughts, his carnal Thoughts, his legal 
Thoughts; they are changed into ſpiritual 'Thoughts, 
evangelical Thoughts, ſuch as he never had before: 
And, (10.) New Thoughts of Chriſt will bring in 
new Words and new Actions; the Words follow the 
Thoughts. You may then turn the Queſtion, V hat 


. | think ye of Chriſt ? to another, What jpeak ye of him ? 


for out of the Abundance of the Heart, the Mouth 


ſpeaketh. If you think it ill Breeding, or ungenteel 
Manners, as many do, to ſpeak of Chriſt and ſpiritual 
Things, and cannot drop a Word for him from Sab- 
bath to Sabbath, who can believe that you think high- 
ly of Chriſt. Nay, that which is moſt in your Heart 
and Thoughts, will be moſt in your Lips. The Acti- 
ons alſo follow the Thoughts: Can you think highly 
of Chriſt, and yet do nothing for him? Nay, new and 
precious Thoughts of Chriſt will bring in new Go- - 
ſpel Obedience from a Principle of Love to him. Thus 

WT, yau 


”” — - I 


your Thoughts, 24%, Try yourſelves by the Obje c“ 


bet ixt God and you, and his Relation to God an 


What think ye, of his Treaſures, his unſearchable R. 
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vou may try your ſelves now on this Queſtion, I}; * 
think ye of Chriſi? by the Quality of your Thoughts 83 
Examination is the very Deſign of the Queſtion, ame“ 
ly, to diſcover what our Thoughts of Chriſt are; and 
therefore I inſiſt mainly upon this. 815 
But, having tried your ſelves by the Quality © oo 


reaſ 


4 


thereof, namely, Chriſt ; Vat think ye of Chrif Tt 
And here ſuch a large Field preſents itſelf, that it i.” 
impoſhble I can go through it all. Beſides what wa 1 . 
ſaid in the doctrinal Part, I would aſk ſome further" 

Queſtions concerning Chriſt, not only for Examina{ 
tion, but for raiſing your Eſteem of him. (1.) What 
think ye of his eminent Station he is in as Mediato 


g/ 


uln 


you, his Relation to God by Nature as his eternal Sonf 
and by Office as his righteous Servant? God cal! 
you to wonder at him in this Station, Ja. xlii. 1. B. eh 
Bold my Servant whim { uphold, &c. His Father 


called him forth to ſerve him and you, and to ſerve * 
41 


him for your Sake ; to ſerve him as a Redeemer to ran 
ſom you; to {erve him as a Surety to pay your Debt 
to ſerve him as 2 Phyſician to heal your Souls; to ſerv; D 
him in all the Oinces that your Need requires: And Th 
what think ye of him? (z.) What think ye of lan 


_ Travels, in order to accomplihi the Work that belongY « x 


to that Station and Relation wherein he ſtands to Cod 
and you? The Travel of his Eternal Mind before 2 
Time, when his Delights were with the Sons of Men 6 7 
the Travel of his Soul, and the Travel of his Body i. on 
Time; his Travel from Heaven to Earth, and fron , 
Earth to Heaven again; in all his Mediatory Acting: 7 
his Incarnation, Birth, Life, Death, Reſurrection, A + 
ſcenſion and Interceſſion! O bat the Lord can give n 
Glance of his Glory in the very Namivg of theſe 
'Fhings ! How did-he travel as in Birth, when he oY 
went about his Father's BufineGs ! Le ii. 49. (3. te. 
ches that are ſtored up in him for the Benefit of poof vy 
Sinners, having received theſe Gifts for Men ? Al the} 
rea 


ths e ABR 5 
„„ Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge are hid in him: 
Au, and infinitely more than we loit in the firſt A 


gt m, is treaſured up in the ſecond Adam. O what 
2 ay a poor, ignorant, witleſs Sinner think of a Trea- 


ire of Wiſdom for his Illumination! What may a guil- 
| Sinner think of a Treaſure of Righteouſneſs for his 
55 Auſtification! What may a filthy Sinner think of a Trea 
7 re of Grace for his Sanctification! And what may 
2" miſerable Sinner think of a Treaſure of Mercy for 


yo s complete Redemption! Yet all theſe Treaſures, 
Te nd infinitely more than we can name, are in Chhriſt, 


3 Cor. i. 30. Who of God is made unto us Wiſdom, 
What pig teouſut , Sanctificatian and Redemption, O the 
"Faineſ(s of Grace that is in him, that out of his Ful- 
eſs we may receive Grace for Grace! He 1s the 
gon tore houſe of all God's Treaſures; for all is treaſu- 
cal ed up in him, that we may be compleat in him, who 
7, „ill by Faith make Uſe of him. And what think ye 
, Pt him! (4.) What think ye of his Thoughts? Fal. 
"$208 xxXix. 17. How precious are thy Thoughts unto me, 
_ O God ! how great is the ſum of them: If I count 
"A them, ſays he, they are mo in Number than the ſand; 
Cary, euhen 1 awake, Jam ſiill with thee. O his Thoughts! 
Arg Dwell with Wonder and Admiration upon God's 
f ln Thoughts. Is it nothing to you, that ever he had 
3 Thoughts of Love towards the like of you, Thoughts 
Co of Pardon, Thoughts of Peace, Thoughts of Good 
2 and not of Evil, to give you an expected End! O 
Men Believer, his Thoughts are not precious to the reit 
5 i of the World; dut what are they to you? Think you 
” N nothing that his J hought and Care ſhould have been 
ing „bout you from all Eternity, and now manifeſted in 
„ Ag Lime? Having loved you with an everlaſting Love, 
ive how is he drawing you with Loving-kindneſs ? beſides 
{20 all his providential Care 1n bringing Things about for 
m ho Good, and that in a Way beyond your Contri- 
(3. Janes and Foreſight, yea, in ſuch a Manner as never en- 
to N. tred into your Thoughts. You little thought what was 
F500 his Deſign in ordering your Lot in ſuch a Part of the 
end World, and ſuch a Spot of his Vineyard, and bringing 
Trea 
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you to ſuch a Sermon, or under ſuch a Miniſtry. O 

how innumerable are his precicus Thoughts! and whatÞo//-; 
think ye of him? (;.) What think ye of his Words, asl am- 
well as his Thoughts? Surely, if you think duly, you 
think them ſweet Words, P/a/l. cxix. 103. How feveethim t 
are thy Words to my Tafle ] Scweeter than Hony to my 2PPy 


Mouth. Does the Spirit never take ſome of his here 


Words, and put a ſpiritual Majeſty thereupon ? 'Tho'F Juc 
many Times, like Samuel, you miſtake the Lord'sþ4- : 
Voice, Believer, and think it is Eli that ſpeaks, andſterni 
cannot diſcern the Voice of Chrif from the Voice offink 
Moſes, the Voice of Grace from the Voice of thehith 
Law; yet when the Spirit comes and rounds in aſhat 
Word from Chriſt ſometimes, what think ye of it ?ſeſe, 
It is the Voice of my Beloved, behold he cometh $kip-ith a 
ping upon the Mountains, and leaping upon the Hills N Ye 
what think ye of his inviting Word, ſaying, Comm; 
to me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden. Whatſi 
think ye of his expoitulating Words ſaying, Why wwille T 
ye die, O Houſe of lirael? What think ye of his ind? 
treating Words, and his promiſing Words, his I abi ſaid 
and ye halls, I <will be your God, and ye ſhall be mi his 
People ? Do you think ſo much of them, that yourþve, 
Hearts ſay Amen to them? What think ye of his May of | 
bee's ? Believerswillthink right much of a May be fromhom 
him ſometimes. It may be he will be gracious ; it}whz 
may be ye ſhall be hid in the Day of the Lord's An =. 
er. What think ye of his Sha/l-bee's? There arckſe? 
Shall-be's for the Church in general: Upon all th, 
Glory there all be a Defence; in the Mount of thqO \ 
Lord ĩt/hallbe ſeen : What think ye of theſe ? There arqnds 
Shall. be's for your ſelf in particular. There is a Sal ma 
be for your Protection. 4 Man ſhall be a hiding Phuci of / 
from the Storm. This Man ſhall be the Peace, whitÞenc 
the Aſſyrian hall come into our Land. There is aver, 


| Shall-be for your Proviſion, Bread ſhall be given therfd B. 


and thy Water ſhall be /ure. There is a Shall be foyer I 
our Inſtruction, They ſhall be all taught of Gadſy ra 
here is a Shall-be for your Juſtification. His Nan 

ſhall be ca/ked, The Lord our Righteouſneſs, There is 


0 FE 
zhatÞa/l-be for your Salvation from Sin and Wrath, Hrs 
s, asÞame ſhall be called JESUS, becauſe he ſaves his 
du' IIe from their fins 3 even Feſus, which delivers 
weethom the Wrath to come. There is a Shall-be for your 
o myþppy Death, Death ſhall be walled up in Victory. 

his here is a Sha/l-be for a happy Welcome at the Day 
ho'f Judgment. They ſhall be mine, inthe Day that I 
Yrd"sþefs up my Feels. There is a Shall-be for a happy 
andſternity, And fo aue ſhall be ever-<vith the Lord. What 
de offink ye of all theſe Words and Shall. bes Is there any 
f theith here, ſaying. Amen, ſo let it be, ſo ſhall it be? 
in a hat think ye of his Verilh's: We cannot go through 
It Neſe, to tell you how oft he hath confirmed his Words 
kip-fth a Yerily, werily, I ſay unto jou: Many a wrath- 
ills Þ Yerily againſt his Enemies, that think nothing of 
Comegn-; many a loving Yerily towards his People, that 
Vhatſink much of him. O, do you eſteem them all tobe 
wile Truth, and that verzly it is and ſhall be as he hath 
ind? What think ye of his dying Words, as when 
willig ſaid upon the Croſs, It is finiſhed ? What think ye 
e my his living Words, I am he that was dead, and am 
yourpve, and behold I live for ewermore? O what think 
Mayy of his Words? Cannot your Heart ſay, Lord to 
fromphom ſhallI go ? thou haſt the Words of eternal Life ; 
s; iq what think ye of him? (6.) What think ye of his 
Ann,? even his Works of Creation, what think ye of 
e areſe ? For by him all Things were made that were 
Il thehds, and without him was nothing made, John i. 
f the] O when you behold the Heavens, the Work of his 
re arqinds, the Moon and the Stars, which he hath ordain- 
hall may you not ſay, What is Man that thou art mind- 
Pie him ? &c. What think ye of bis Works of Pro- 
whence ? For he upholds all Things by the Word of his 
is Per, Heb. i. 3. If you wonder how he can raiſe your 
! thecþd Bodies at the great Day, and ſever your Duſt from 
be foſer Duſt 3 may you not as well wonder, how he every 
Goa raiſes up in your View innumerable Stalks of Gorn 
Nan of the Duſt, and gives to every Pickle of Seed his 
re is q Body? as the Apoſtle argues, 1 Cor. xv. 35. and 
Shalſhnward. How will he * the Believer's vile Body, 
Z „ 
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dut of the filthy Duſt, wes it rots, and make it lil 2 
his own glorious Body? O Fools that we are, and ſlofd m 
of Heart to believe, how does he raiſe the beautif' 07 
Lillies out of the Dung? Solomon, in all his Glory, $28 
not comparable to one of theſe ; and all the World ca ating 
not make one of them to riſe, without his powerf catl 
Providence. Theſe Miracles of Providence are conpon 

mon every Day in your View, and ſo we think nothin ouſt 
of them; but we might ſee the Power of Chriſt in then © 
If you wonder how it was poſlible for Chriſt to turn th | 
Water into Wine, or multiply a few Loaves, and a fes attle 
Fiſhes, as to feed ſo many Thouſands ; we needed no 
wonder ſo much, if we but thought how his Prot orb 
dence is doing that every Year : The Water falls frod| al. 

the Clouds, and the Vine by his Order turns it ur” K 
to Wine; and by the Spawn of ſuch Fiſhes, and th h 
Grain of ſuch Loaves, he is feeding Millions eve ink 
Day, Wo's us, that we cannot think of him, and h oſpe 
Works as we ought! Above II, what think ye C8" 
his Works of Grace, and redeeming Love? All h unk 
other Works are as the Drop of a Packet, in Conſt © 
pariſon of this Ocean; for herein we may ſee him ag“ 

pear in his own, and his Father's Pomp and Sple bem, 
dor, manifeſting all the glorious Perfections of Go"* &. 
even his infinite Power, and Wiſdom, Holineſs, qe 
ſtice, Mercy, Truth, Faithfulneſs, and all God's APO 
tributes. I might here mention his Works of Grace) 
far us, and his Works of Grace in us; but it weifed 
endleſs to ſpeak of the thouſandth Part. His Worſſ..*< 
of Grace for us lies in his bringing in everlaſtin; ing 

Righteouſneſs, eſpecially, if we Peak: of his go Ight 
Works; ſurely it is a good Work, that can fulfil th teſts 
holy Precepts of that good Law which we have bre eiche 
ken, and can anſwer the righteous Threatning of t 90d 


juſt Law which we have incurred. Well, here is th ls te 

Doing and Dying of the Son of God, for both the 2 

Ends, that Divine Holineſs may be vindicate, aul nd 

_ Juſtice ſatisfied, in the Way and Manner of our 80 the! 

vation through him. The Law of God is a perfe el u 

Law, and exceeding broad; but here is a Righteo tonit 
ne 


( 91 
lines as broad as it can be, to as to magnify the Law 
lo hd make it honourable : O what think ye of that good 
\tiffyork ? His Work of Grace in us is alſo much to be 
y ought of; and that lies mainly, I think, in his im- 

anlheting that perfect Righteouſneſs to us for our Juſti- 
rf cation, (which is indeed properly an Act of Grace 
donlpon us, Rom. iii, 2 2.) and implanting another Righ- 
chinkouſneſs beſide it for our Sanctification, which he car- 
henbes on to Perfection. This internal Work of Grace 
nthlay be begun with Sighs and Groans, advanced in 
\ fo gatties and Conflicts; but it will be compleated in 
1 n{ {Rory and Glory. But in this ſhort Glance of his 
ro) orks, what think ye of them? May ye not ſay, as 
208. al. cxi. 3. His Work is honourable and gbrious, and 
t url Righteouſneſs endures for ever: And when you no- 
Ace his Works, what think you of himſelf? (7.) What 
everbink ye of his Golpel, and the Terms of it? That 
ad hPoſpel, which we preach in his Name, wherein his 
Kighteouſnelſs is revealed from Faith to Faith: If you 
11 nbink highly of him, you'll think highly of it, as the 
Co eſt News, and gladdelt Tidiugs that ever you heard 
m an beautiful upon the Mountains are the Feet of 
ple en, &c. Some are ready to think the Goſpel of Grace, 

Godid Salvation through Chriſt, is too good News to be 

„ dhe with Reſpect to them, as if it were not to be 

« Appoſed that God will beltow ſo great Salvation ſo 

Gradſ<cly upon ſo great Sinners; not conſidering, that 

- wer29 in the Goipe] aims not at our Glory chieily, but 
Forde the Declaration of his own Glory, and the magut- 

aſtin hing of his own free Grace; and that therefore we 

I-ght to take freely what he gives freely: It is a M. 

6] tl teſtation of free Grace, ſovereign Grace, which 15 

e bprckither hindred by our Evil, nor furthered by our 

of tod, Rom. iii. 24. and regards neither our Worthi- 

js tb to deſerve it, nor our Unworthineſs to impede it, 
the Un. ix. 15. Hence Luther alledged, That Mens 
aulinds were ſo occupied with fantaſtical Imaginations 


ur Sa their own Works, that the glad Tidings of the Go- 
perfe: el will ſeem ſtrange Matters to them: Men will be 


hteo 


toniſhed at the Greatneſs. of his Grace, as it is, Fer. 
ne | 
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'XXX111. 8. 9. Many think of the Goſpel, as if it wer] 


a new Law, wherein God ſtands upon ſome ealie: 
Terms with us than in the Covenant of Works; thu 
confounding Law and Goſpel, and making a Hotch 
potch of both. Indeed, if we ſpeak of Law-terms, upon 
which our Salvation ſtands, they are no eaſier than eve 
they were: A perfect Righteouſneſs is the only Cond: 
tion of Salvation ; and we not having that in our ſelves 
the Goſpel offers it in Chriſt, and there is the Ground 
of our eternal Salvation: But if we ſpeak of Goſpel: 
terms, we need not ſay, You muſt come up to them; 
but rather, Come down, Zaccheus ; for this Day is Sal. 
vation come to thy Houſe: Salvation is come to you, 


and offered freely to you, without Money and with- 
out Price; come down and take it. And indeed Faith, 
which belongs to the Order and Method of God's ap- 
plying the Goſpel, 15 a Coming-down from all our le- 
gal Hopes of Salvation for ſomething to be done by us, 
in order to our being obliged to another, even to Chrilt 
for all, //z. lv. 1, 2, New. xxii. 17. Come down from 
the Sycomore-tree of your vain Hopes, and get all free- 
ly; that is the Goſpel : What think ye of it? This is 


indeed a hard Saying to proud Fleſh and Blood, which 


thinks rather they thould go up, and do more for their 
Juſtification and Salvation, than come down, and be 
obliged to another to pay all their Law-debt completely. 
He will do all for you, or nothing: And, O Man, what 
think ye of him and his Goſpel? But then, (8.) What 
think ye of his Service, and his Wages? When a Man 


is once brought in to the Goſpel-terms, and underſtandsſ i 


them then, and not till then, does he come up to the 
Goſpel- rule; for Faith works by Love, and Love is tie 
fulfilling of the Law as a Rule, from Thankfulneſs to 
him that hath delivered from the Law as a Covenant. 


If you think his Service hard and uneaſy, it ſeems you} a 


are not thinking much of Chriſt, but rather of the 
Law, which is a heavy Yoke, that neither we nor our 
Fathers were able to bear: But Chriſt's Yoke is eaſy, 
and his Burden light, Mat. xi. 29, 30. becauſe in this 
Service the Man hath no Eaw debt to pay, jor —_ 
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J hath done that to his Ha. but only a Love- debt, F 
4 you love me, keep my Commandments; and thus, His 
Commandments are not grievous: Here Grace is all 
teh] and all, both of the Service and Wages. Grace ſays, 
poi Up and be doing, Man, in my Strength; for the great- 
vel / Work is done to your Hand, and now my Grace 
ndi Hall be ſufficient for thee. Grace ſays alſo, Behold a . pl 
ves Crown of Gh, a Reward of Grace awvaiting you, af- 1 
undſ ter ye have fought the gord Fight of Faith ; | therefore 
pel] have an ye to this Recompence of Reward. Death 
m ; is the proper Wages of Sin, and it is joſt Debt; hut 
2/4 Grace's Wages is free, The Gift O is eternal 
ou. Life, through Teſus Chriſt our Lord; that 1s, There 
ith⸗ is here no Promiſe of Life upon our Doing, but a 
| Pfomiſe of Grace to do, and of Glory to crown our 

ap- Doing, and of both Grace and Glory as the Reward 

le- Jof Chriſt's doing all; and therefore, what think ye 
us, Jof him and his Service? (9.) What think ye of his 

wriltf Livery? If you would anſwer this Queſtion, hat 

rom in, ye of Chriſt? I would ask, What wear ye of 
rec Chriſt? The Raiment of his Righteouſneſs, and the 
is is] Garment of his Grace, ſo as to be all glorious with- 
nich] in and without, like the King's Daughter, will be pre- 
heir cious to you. If you be clothed with the Scarlet robe 
1 bef] of his Blood and Righteouſneſs, by which you are 
ely perfectly righteous before God, then to be ſure you'll 
hat think it very indecent for you to be clothed with 
hath naſty Apparel before Men. If a poor Maid be marri 
lang ed to a rich King, and yet go abroad like a Beggar 
ins] in filthy Rags, would not every Body cry, Shame 
the on her, that, having ſuch a Husband ſhould diſcredit 
tlie him and her ſelf? If you be married to Chriſt, and 
s to think much of your Husband and his Righteouſneſs, 
ant. lurely you'll think it becoming to wear his Livery, 

youſ and not go abroad with foul Mouths and filthy Hands, 
theſlike the reſt of the World, to the Diſhonour of your 
our Lord. )io.) What think ye of his Love, and the. 
afy,Reaſon of it? Who can underſtand the Height, and 
thi Depth and Length of his Love? It is without all 
11} Dimenfion. And why does he love any of the loft 
hath | 1 Poſte- 


\ 


— „, 


Poſterity of Adam? 
vii, 7, 8. He loved you, becauſe he loved you. Do 
you think he loves you for your Beauty, O black and 
ugly Sinner? Nay, he bodes his Love and Kindneſs 
upon ycu in the Goſpel freely, not for your own 
| Beauty s Sake, but for his own Name's Sake: And his 
Grace, Love, and Goodwill, as releaved in the Go- 
ſpel, is to be believed with Application to your ſelf, for 
no other Reaſon but becauſe it is his Will and Plea- 
ſure. His Love muſt make you beautiful, but cannot 
find you ſo. And if you cannot believe his Grace 
and Good-will to you, becauſe you have no Beauty, 
you're but rejecting the Reaſon of his Love, deſpiſing 
the Freedom of his Grace, and ſtanding upon the 
Terms of the Old Covenant of Works, {lighting the 
Grace of the New Covenant : This is ſuch a natural 
Diſeaſe to Mankind, that even Believers in Chriſt, 

when they are helped to perform Duty with any live- 
ly Frame, are ready to fay, with Leah, Facob's Wife, 
when he brought forth ſeveral Children to him, Now 
my Hu land will love me, becauſe of my Pruitful 


neſs ; ſo ſays the Believer, when he is helped to bring 


forth Fruit unto God, and finds his Spirit revived 
in Duty, his Soul ſtrengthned, his Heart enlarged, 
and a great deal of Comfort there, O now, ſays he, 
my. Husband will Ive me, becauſe of my Fruitful- 
22/5: But what comes of it? the Perſon having ſuch 
a legal Sett, the Lord, to correct it, takes away all 
Fruitfulneſs out of his View, in a Manner, and leaves 
him barren; O, ſays the Believer then, awhere is m y 
former feveet Hearing g, and feeet Praying and Prai- 
ing, and fevect Meditation ? Why, the Lord has cut 
off theſe, that he may cut off your legal Pride of be- 
ing loved for your Beauty and Fruittulneſs, and that 
you may return to your firſl Hu, hand, for then wwas it 
better with you than new; you muſt begin, Believer, 
where you began at firſt, and think of his loving you 
merely becaule he loves you. They that build their 
conjugal Comfort only, or mainly, upon their Righ- 
teouinels of Sanctiſication, and ſo ſecretly hanker 55 

the 


94. ) , 
He tells us the Reaſon, Deut. 


the Law, will find their Souls very unſettled, even up 
and down with their changeable Frame. But again, 
(11.) I might ask, What think ye of his Lovelineſs ? 
O. Is he white and ruddy in your View? O ſee how 
the Spouſe deſcribes him, Song v. 10. and downward, 
in the Beauty of his. Head, his Locks, his Eyes, and 
all and every Part of him; his Belly, or Bowels of 
Mercy: His Mouth is moſt fweet, ſays ſhe. O the 
Words, the Smiles, the Kiſſes of his Mouth, his kind- 
ly Embraces! I have read of one Agatho, that was 
a Man fo holy, that with a Kiſs he cured One of his 


| Leproſy; whether that be true or falſe, yet what I 


intend by telling it, is true, That ſuch is the Virtue 


Countenance, will cure the Soul of ſpiritual Leproſy ; 
yea, a Word of his Mouth will do it, Now are you 
clean through the Word that I hade ſpcken, John xv. 3. 
Again, (12.) What think ye of his Favour and his Bleſ- 
fing? Surely, if you eſteem him duly, you will think 
his Fawvur is Life, and his Loving kindneſs better than 


Life, and that his Bleſfug only makes rich. Eſpecially, 


What think ye of theſe Bleflings and Benefits that can- 
not be enjoyed by Feeling but by Faith, nor by Sight of 
Senſe but by the Sight of Faith ? We walk by Faith, and 
not by Sight, ſays the Apoſtle. But it is'the Fault even 
of Believers, that they can hardly believe they have any 
more than they feel ; and hence, when they are in the 
Darkneſs of Deſertion, they think they have nothing, 
they have loſt his Favour, becauſe they do not feel it; 
they have loſt his Righteouſneſs, becauſe they do not 
tee] it: But remember, that when 4/aph ſaid, Hath 
the Lord forgotten to be gracious? hath he in Auger 
ſhut up his tender Mercies? he added, This was my 
Iifirmity. You know, in a Houſe where it is dark all 
Things are there that were before, tho' you ſee them 
not; ſo it is with you, Believer, tho? you be in Dark- 
neſs, all is to the fore; Do you think all is gone, be- 


Faith, but by Feeling; nay, he that walks in Dar#- 
neſs, and hath no Light, lit him truft in the Name 
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of Ghriit. that a Kiſs of his Mouth, a Smile of his 
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cauſe you cannot ſee it? Well, you never walk by | 
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. of the Lord, and fiay himſelf upon his Ged. The 


Name of the Lord is to the fore, his God is to the 
fore, the Object of Faith is to the fore as much as 
ever, and the 7 uf! ſhall live by Faith. Will you not 
believe the Sun is in the Firmament where it was, 
becauſe a Cloud hath come and intercepted the Light 


of its Beams? Why, ſays One, but my Miſery is, | 


evhen I'm in the dark Night, 1 fear it was all but 
Deluſion that ever I met with, and that there was 
nothing real er ſaving it it. This I find is a com- 
mon Thought among ſerious Souls; but all that I ſhall 
ſay to it, is by enlarging the former Similitude; ask a 
Man when it it dark Night, How do you know that 
ever you ſaw the natural Sun? it may be you was but 


dreaming, and deluding your ſelf; it was nothing but 


a ſtrong Imagination. Why, ſays the Man, I am ſure 
I faw it, becauſe my Eyes were dazled with the Light 
of it, and I was warmed with the Heat of it, and I 
ſaw to work by it, and by the Light of it I ſaw every 
Thing about me. So may you ſay, Believer ; when 
a dark Night of Deſertion or Temptation comes on, 
the Tempter ſuggeſts, It may be ail was but a Delu- 

fon, Why, Man, were not your Eyes enlightned ? |: 
was not your Heart warmed? did you not fee to work, 
and went on in your Work joyfully, the Foy of the 
Lord being your Strength? and did* you not ſee every 
Thing about you? You ſaw God in his Glory, you 
ſai Sin in its Vileneſs, you ſaw Holinels in its Beauty, 


vou ſaw the World in its Vanity, you ſaw the Crea- 


ture in its Emptineſs, Chriſt in his Fulneſs, you ſaw 
your {elf in your Lothſomneſs ; but now, when the 


Light is withdrawn, hat think.ye of Chriſti? Is 


there no Sun, becauſe it is ſet to ypur View? Do 
you think it never ſhone upon you, becauſe it is not 


now ſhining? What think ye of an abſent Chriſt ? do 


you think nothing of him becauſe he is abſent ? Sure- 
ly, Believer, that is not thought like a Believer ; Senſe 
is many Times denied you, that you may learn to be- 
lieve more than you do. But, ſay you, when he is not 
preſent with me, I cannot believe. I ſhall tell * 4h | 
in 
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Mind here, There is a pawerfu/ Preſence neceſſary to 
Believing : but there is a 1 Preſence, that is not 
neceſſary to it, but rather uſually comes in upon the 


Back of Faith. Now that powerful Preſence of God, 


that is neceſſary to believing, does open up the Ob- 
je& of Faith, and draw out the Soul to the Embraces 


thereof : Hence, when a Man begins to think upon the 


proper Object of Faith, namely, Chriſt's Righteouſ- 


neſs, God's Promiſe, the Truth of God, the Blood o 

Chriſt ; Power is ſometimes inſenſibly exerted, not 
by any outward open Violence upon the Man, but by 
an inward, ſecret and ſweet Inchantment, as it were: 
Ere ever he is awate, and before ever he knows that 
it is divine Power that is doing the Work, he finds 
the Object of Faith, that he is thinking upon, making 
Room for itſelf in his Heart, and drawing out his Soul 
as it were inſenſibly to it; and thereupon comes in 
ſenſible Preſence on the Back of that, Eph. i. 13. Af 
ter ye believed, ye avere ſealed. Now, if you ſay, 
You cannot believe without his powerful Preſence, 
that is true ; Divine Power mult be exerted to every 
Act of Faith, but then this Power does ordinarily put 


ing on, or viewing the Object of Faith, P/a/. xxxix. 3. 
While I was muſing, the Fire burned The Spirit of 
God clears the Obje& of Faith, that being viewed 
and applied, the Heart is ſet on Fire with it; there 
is his powerful Preſence uſhering in the ſenſible” Pre- 
fence. But if you ſay, You cannot believe till you 
have his ſenſible Preſence ; that is to make Senſe the 
Foundation of your Faith, and not the Word of God, 
or the Chriſtof God : Therefore, in order to believe, 


Pet not your Queſtion be firſt, What find you in your 


ſelf? but rather, What think ye of Chriſt? Yowll 
Fd none of the ſweet Effects of Faith, till you think 
on Chriſt the Object of it. Again, (13.) What think ye 
f his inviſible Glories ? Faith is the Evidence of Things 
nt ſeen. Faith ſees not the Things that are ſeen and 
felt; ſenſible Enjoyments, for Example, are not the 


Object of Faith, but Senſe : But Faith ſees the Things 
N 5 


forth itſelf inſenſibly and unawares, while we are think 


that 
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that can neither be ſeen nor felt; it believes contrary 
to Senſe, yea, Things impoſſible to Nature, and incre- 
dible to carnal Reaſon, conſidering only the Power of 
God, that ſpeaks in the Word, as you ſee in the 
Faith of Abraham. The greateſt Glory of Chriſt is 
inviſible and incredible to Nature; therefore we do 
not think much of him, if our Faith does not termi- 
nate on Things not ſeen. Again, (14.) What think ye 
of his Tabernacles and Ordinances ? Surely, if you 
think much of Chriſt, his Tabernacles will be ami- 
able to you, The Slighter of his Ordinances is a 
Slighter of Chriſt, a Slighter of Prayer is a Slighter 
of Chriſt, a Slighter of the Word is a Slighter of Chriſt : 
He that deſpiſes you, deſpiſes me, &c. Again, (15.) 
What think ye of his Cauſe and Intereſt, ſuch as the 
much forgotten Reformation-work in Scotland, which 
our Fore-fathers eſtabliſhed by ſolemn National Cove- 
nants? If, the more 1: is forgotten among Miniſters and 
People, the more nearly it lies to your Heart, and the 
more you long for its Reviving, it were an Evidence 
you think ſomething of Chritt, when others think 
little of him. But O, if theGeneration thought 
more of Chriſt, there would be more Zeal for hi 
Intereſt, Honour, and publick Reformation-work 
And perhaps the Confuſions of our Day, the heav 
Bondage we are complaining of through the Land 
will never ceaſe to grow to a Height of terrib| 
Wrath, till we be brought to a Senſe of our Defectio 
and a humble Confeſſion and Reformation. Further 
{16.) What think ye of his Croſs, and of his Crown 
Is his Croſs your Crown? . Surely they think muc 
of Chriſt, that can ſay with Paul, God forbid that 
ſhould glory, ſave in the Croſs of the Lord Fe 
Chri/t. Maſes thought his Croſs better than a Crow 


efleeming the Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches ti 


all the Treaſures of Egypt. They that think much 
Chriſt, mult reſolve upon it, that the World will 
think much of them, but that they will be croſi 
reproached, and nicknamed ; but if Chriſt was nic 


named for us, and endurgd the Contradiction of 8 
| | ri 


/ 


7 


ners againſt himſelf, we may well bear a Reproach 


for him, eſpecially when he hath ſaid, F ye be re- 
proached for the Name of C hriſt, happy are ye 5; for 
the Spirit of Glory and of God reſteth en you: On 
their Part he is evil ſpoken of, but on your Part he 
is glorified ; his Croſs makes Way for his Crown, 
and in the mean Time his Sweetneſs ſwallows up all the 
Bitterneſs thereof. (17.) What think ye of his Friends? 
If you think highly of him, ſurely his Friends and Fol- 
lowers will be eſteemed as the excellent Ones of the 
Earth, and his Foes will be diſeſteemed by you; and 


therefore, (18.) What think ye of his Enetaies ? Tho? 


they were appearing in never ſo much wordly Pomp, 
you'll think very little of them, if you know them to 
be his Enemies. O my ſoul, come not thou into their 
ſecret 3; to their Aſſembly, mine Honour, be thou not 
united. What think ye of his Enemies within you? 
When you find theſe like Thorns'in the Fleſh, lite 
Splinters run into the Fleſh, does it not make you, 
with Paul, to beſcech the Lord thrice, yea, to pray 
thrice, and thrice, and a hundred 'Fimes thrice, 
with Sighs and Grones, to be freed from them ? 
What think ye of his Enemies about you? I mean, 
the World and the Luſts thereof, the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eye, and the Pride of Lite. 
I have read a pretty Story, which I reckon uſeful no 
other Way than for the Moral of it, how an Angel and 
an Hærmite ſhould have been travelling together: When 
firit they went by a dead Carcaſe, the Hermite ſtopt 
his Noſe, and the Angel ſmiled ; and, aſter that, they 
went by a wanton Strumpet proudly dreſs'd, at which 
the Hermite ſmiled, and the Angel ſtopt his Note. 
The Moral lieus us, that in the Sight of Gad and An- 
gels, no Carrion is {0 noiſom as Pride is. But the 


more highly that any think of Chriſt, ſurely the more 


humble they are, and Pride will accordingly be hid 
from their Eyes, Again, (19.) What think ye of the 
World's Thoughts of Chriſt? If you think highly of 
him, you'll think wonder why te World think fo 
Intle of him. Orange, that all the World are not 
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does teſtify of Chriſt, either directly or indirectly, fo 
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aken up with him. (20.) What think ye of your own 


Thoughts of him? Surely, if you think duly of him, 


you'll think you have but very poor 'Thoughts of him, 
you'll think that you cannot think enough of him. 
Theſe are ſome probatory Queſtions, by which you 
may take your own Heart to Task before the Lord. 
But I cannot ſtand to enlarge theſe Things; and 1 
muſt own the thouſandth Part is not ſaid that might be 
ſpoken from this Text ; for as the whole Scripture 


I might go through all the Scripture, and ask what 
ye think of Chriſt, in a Suitableneſs to what is ſaid 
of him, in this or that Place of Scripture. 

This Doctrine might again be applied by Way of La- 
mentation over all Chriſt-Deſpiſers, who either ſtand 
upon a legal Bottom, truſting in themſelves, and their 
own Righteouſneſs ; or who {light Chriſt and his Ordi- 
nances, not loving the Place where his Honour dwells ; 
who delay and poſtpone their Cloſing with him, giving 
away the Prime and Virginity of their Affections to 
the World, proſtituting their precious Souls to their 
Luſts and the ignoble Ihings of Time; who fit down 
ſatished and content without Chriſt, never miſs him, 
nor feel a Want of him, nor ſeek after Union and 
Communion with him. O whence is it, that you de- 
ſpiſe Chriſt at this Rate! Alas, it is through Igno- 


rance ard Unbelief, that you ſee no Form or Come- 

Iineſs in Chriſt, wherefore he ſhould be defired ; and 

the God of this World hath blinded your Minds who 

believe not, leſt the Light of the glorious Goſpel of 

Chriſt, who is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine into 

them. Do you conſider what a miſerable Caſe you are 
in, while you deſpiſe and think ſo little of Chrilt ? 
You are in imminent Danger of temporal Judgments ; 

for God, in his holy Providence, may reſent the In- 

juries done to his Son, be may leave your Houſe dc- 
ſolate. You are expoſed to ſpiritual Judgments, ſuch 

as that, I/. vi. 10. and to eternal Wrath, even e- 

verlaſting DeſtruQion from his Preſence 3 He that be- 

Jicyes not ſhall be dammd. | 

; Now 
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"Now, Let me offer a Word of Exhortation. O ſeek 


the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in the Knows 


ledge of Chriſt may be ſent, that, beholding hisGlory, 
your Thoughts concerning Chriſt may be changed; 
and you may be brought to eſteem him, and to go home 
with the Roſe of Sharon in your Boſom, Chriſt in your 
Heaft. O, will you tell me, do you think it worth 
your While to take Chriſt, and embrace him before 
you go? If you ſay you cannot believe, you cannot 


repent, you cannot mourn for Sin, you cannot pray, 


you cannot obey ; and ſo, becauſe you have no Grace, 
no Strength to do any Thing, you are diſcouraged: I 


muſt tell you, Sinner: when you conceive Religion to 


be ſome great Difficulty above your Power, and there- 
upon are diſcourged and damped, you do not think 
of Chriſt as you ought, but of your ſelf, forſooth, as 
if you were the Fountain from whence theſe 2 
Things ſhould flow. The Law may and does di 

rage Sinners, yea, curſes every Chriſtleſs Sinner unto 


Hell; but the Goſpel offers no Diſcouragement to Sin- 


ners, but all Encouragement. Perhaps you'll find us 
that are Miniſters, ſometimes going off from our moſt 
Goſpel-Texts that we can chooſe ; and when we ex- 
plain Faith, we will tell you how many Things it in- 
cludes, ſuch as, the forſaking of all Sin, and the per- 
forming of all Duty, and ſtudying univerſal Holineſs : 
But whatever be the Fruits of Faith, which the Lord 
makes to grow out of it, yet Faith itſelf is a great My- 
ſtery; And whateyer you hear us ſay, that leads you 
off from this Queſtion, hat think ye of Chriſt ? ſuſpe& 
it. I'll tell you in the Lord's Name, That to believe 
imports no more than to take Chriſt for all; it is to 
think you have nothing, and can do nothing; but 


that he hath all, and can da all, and therefore you'll- 


takehim forall. You think you cannot believe : Well 
ſaid, but what think ye of Chriſt? If you think to 
bring Faith out of your own Bowels, you think un- 
worthily of Chriſt, who is the Author of Faith; and 
of his Father, who is the Giver of it. You think you 
cannot repent : True, but what think ye of Chriſt? It 

| you 
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vou think to bring Repentance out of your ſelves, v 


you think unworthily of him, who is exalted, by the [is 
Right-Hand of God, to give Repentance. You think fir 
wy cannot do this, or that Duty you are called to; Ip 
ut what think ye of Chriſt? If you fit poring on 
your ſelf, and your own Abilities, never a good Fur 
will you do: Nay, you think unworthily of Chriſt, h 
who hath ſaid, Without me ye can do nothirg, but b 
me ſtrengthning you, ye can do all Things. YoulC 
are diſcouraged, becauſe you think you have not thig y 
Thing in your ſelf, or that Thing in your felf: Bu 
that is Unbelief, Man ; for Faith lies in thinkin 
what am I in Chriſt? 7T/a. xlv. 24. Surely ſhall on 
ſay (and they ſhall not only ſay it with their Mout 
verbally, but think it in their Heart believingly) 
the Lord have 1 Rigbterufreſs and Strength; And b 
cauſe, by the Mouth of two or three Witneſſes, ev 
ry Word is confirmed, there are three In the Lords i 
that one Chapter, . 17. Iſrael all be ſaved in t 
Lord, with an everl:/fiang Salvation; v. laſk, In tl 
Lord Hall all the Seed of Ifrael be juſtified, and /+þ 
glory; and in this 24 v. In the Lord hawe I Righteouſ 
and ſlrength. And if you be once brought to this 
leving Thought, In the Lord have I Righteouſneſs, 
the Lord have Strength, in the Lord I have Salvatic| 4% 
in the Lord I have all, then you'll find your Wof th 
eaſy, and all geing right. Now, you that cannot | (4 
brought to think much of Chriſt. O pray God, if pq th 
haps the Thoughts of your Heart may be forgivſ ba 
you; and whereas you think nothing of him now, | ye 
conſider what you will think of him in a Day of Chſ of 
lenges, when Conſeience awakens; in a Day of Deſc do 
tion, Ia. x. in the Day of Death, in the Day of Jud Ei 
ment. What will you think of him, when you fee hf a 
mounting the Tribunal, and when pronouncing im 
fearful Sentence, Depart from me ye curſed? Sur v. 
you muſt have dreadful Thoughts of him then, if 1 7 
cannot be brought to think highly of him now nd ſe 
when he is not come to deſtr oy Mens Lives, buf tc 
fave. But you, Believer, that now think highly of h 
1 bs W 
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whatever great Thoughts you have of Chriſt now, yet 
ves, [what will you think of him in that Day, when he who 
the [is your Lite ſhall appear, and ye ſhall appear with him 
hink lin Glory? O, what will ye think of him, when he 
| to ;|pronounces the Sentence of Abſolution, Come, ye bleſ- 
e of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you? 
O, what will ye think of his Palace, his Attendants, 
hriſt, his Throne, Crown and Glory? : , 

I would ofter an Advice to you that think much of 
Chriſt, and have a high Eſteem of him. F, That 
t thig you would evidence your Eſteem of him; and that, 

1½, By the Degrees of it, ſo as to eſteem him above all 
'Things elſe, above all your Relations, Mat, x. $7. He 
that loveth Father or Mother more than me, is not wor- 


comes to compete with Chriſt. F any Man come af- 
ter me, and hate not Father and Mother, he is not wwor- 
;, eve thy of me. Above all worldly Advantages, yea, above 
ords if Life, Rew. xxl. 11. They loved not their Lives to the 
in ti Death; their Pangs of Love were ſtronger than the 
In th Pangs of Death. 24%, By the Efe#s of it, ſuch as, 

„ ſb (1.) Defire of Converſe : If you think much of Chrift, 
teouſnq you'll defire his Company in all Ordinances ; you'll 
is ſeek him in the Temple, &c. (2.) Intertaining no Ri- 
ſneſs, | val, but ſaying, What have I to do any more awith J. 
lvatic| d-/s ? giving up with all other Lovers. (3.) Sympa- 
r Wof thy, grieving at theſe Things that are grievous to him. 

mnot | (4) Preſerving his Memory, living upon him: Like 
d, if pd the Woman that drank the Powder of her dead Hus- 
forgiv band's Body, mingled with her daily Drink; ſo ſhould 
now, | ye, by Faith, daily eat the Fleſh; and drink the Blood 
of Ch] of the Son of God. A ſecondAdvice is, That you would 
f Deſc] do all that you can, to make others think as much of 
of Juc Eim as you do; and that, 1. By commending him, 

u ſee bf and telling others of his Beauty, that they may ad- 
ncing | mire him. See the Practice of the Spouſe for this, Song 
Sur v. and what Influence it had upon the Daughters of Fe- 
en, if N 7«/alem their beginning to think much of him, and 
ow ; nd ſeek after him alſo, Song vi. 1. O then commend him 
5, buf to your Families, yourChildren and your Neighbours. 
2. By 
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1 2 By adorning his Goſpel, and walking worthy of 
I him, and wearing his Livery. It is a Maſter's Ho- 
| nour and Credit to have a good Servant, and well ar- 

| rayed ; they think much of the Maſter that hath ſuch 

'F a Servant, And how does it proclaim the Praiſes of 
'F Chriſt, when they that profeſs him are eminent for 
Piety ? 1 Pet. ii. 9. In a Word, Let your Light ſo 

ſhine before Men, that others, ſecing your good Works, 

Þ may glorify God, and think much of Chriſt. O let 
: Pour Hearts be ſtill thinking of him, your Life praiſ- 
Tas ing, and your Tongue ſpeaking of him. Here is a 
= _. Fountain for ſpiritual Diſcourle : If you have Op- 
f portunity of converſing with any, concerning the great 

| Solemnity you have been Witneſſes to here; or if any 
i _ ask you, Where was ſuch or ſuch a Minifter's Text? 
bere is a fair Oecaſton for ſpiritual Converſe, for you 
cannot id a Watmer tell them this Text, withqut ask- 

ing them Queſtion, I bat think ye of Chile 
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